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FOREWORD

Honourable Samiuela ‘Akilisi Pohiva
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

In the Tonga Strategic Development Framework II a vision is in place for the nation, to have:

A more progressive Tonga supporting a higher quality of life for all.
The Ministry of Education and Training is committed to support this more progressive and higher
quality of life through engaging in a more inclusive, sustainable, dynamic and empowering
development in life-long learning in both academic and vocational areas with gender equality,
using both local and international opportunities.
This year, 2017, continues the historical turn of events in which the Ministry endeavors to pursue
quality education that embodies equity, accessibility and relevance with integrity, accountability,
comparability and transparency. Part of those reforms is the dual reform of both the curriculum
and assessment for the senior secondary school levels. The product of that dual reform is
manifested in this one document that is both descriptive and prescriptive in nature. Although the
curriculum reform has been on-going since 2007 and has now reached the senior secondary school
levels, the school assessment system was the same since the 1990s.
Attempts have been made in 2015 and more comprehensively in 2016 to change the assessment
system. The turn of events resulted in changes that involve alignment of both curriculum and
assessments so that the national examinations have greater validity and reliability for the senior
secondary levels. The most important connector that unifies the descriptive and the prescriptive
parts of this dual reformed product is the Structure of Observed Learning Outcomes (or SOLO)
taxonomy. This initiative has been integrated into the reformed curriculum with the advocacy and
assistance of Senior Officers from the Education Quality Assessment Programme (EQAP) of the
South Pacific Commission in 2015 and 2016. Continued support in early 2017 has been provided
by Mrs Pamela Jane Hook of the HookEd Company of New Zealand, and with greater anticipation
later this year with Professor John Biggs, the founder of the SOLO taxonomy.
The Tonga Curriculum Development Unit, EQAP and the Tonga Examination Unit have all
cooperated in harmony to quality assure this document.
This dual reformed product addresses the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Direct and inevitable link between what is taught and what is to be assessed,
Clearer indication of the specific learning outcomes to be internally and externally assessed,
Clearer indication of the complexity of learning skill required,
Consistency of interpretation of skill complexity across the subjects,
Constancy of the quality of assessments across the subjects,
Comparability of learner results across the subjects,
7
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● Transparency of learner results,
● Greater specificity and clarity in reporting of assessments against curriculum, and
● Integrity of learner results.
The Curriculum Development Unit has held in January 2016 a Tongatapu Teacher Induction
Programme and training on the SOLO taxonomy, a thorough school visit to the outer-islands in
March to April that included both the two Niuas and both in close cooperation with EQAP officers,
a survey on the implementation of the reformed curriculum and school visits within Tongatapu
both in June, consultations with subject teachers in November, consultation with examiners,
moderators and the Tonga Examination Unit in December. Feedbacks from these various contacts
provide evidences to amend the reformed curriculum of 2016. The Tonga Examination Unit also
provided the records of student performances in the national examinations of 2016 which were
valuable to shape this current document.
I would like to thank all those concerned, especially the Curriculum Writers for their commitment,
the Technical Advisors and Experts, Part-time writers, the Tonga Examination Unit, the key
stakeholders including the Directors of the Education systems in Tonga, School Administrators,
current and former Teachers who have participated and contributed in the many facets of this
Curriculum Development Reform Programme. Continuation of such inclusive participation in our
nation’s curriculum is essential for a more progressive society.
There is great hope that the alignment of our national curriculum and the assessment system
provides greater transparency to all stakeholders with clearer indications of areas of strength and
weaknesses in student performances. Thus, providing evidence-based reforms in related sections
of the Ministry with central focus on improving student learning.
This document is officially effective to be implemented this academic year, 2017.
Sincerely

Honourable Samiuela ‘Akilisi Pohiva
Minister for Education and Training
Nuku'alofa,
TONGA

DATE: 20th January 2017

INTRODUCTION
This document is in two major parts. The first part (section 1) provides the standards on which the current
Tonga Curriculum Reform Programme is expected to be implemented and sustained. All schools in Tonga
should be aware of the general aims of our secondary education, the guiding principles for our curriculum,
over-arching themes, best teaching, learning and assessment practices that pave way for higher quality
education. Therefore, the first part of this document is common to all syllabus and prescription in this
outcome-based approach to education. It is a direct extract from the Tonga Curriculum Framework 20082019.
The second part (sections 2 onwards) includes the rationale, course outline per subject with systematic
progression of detailed information that leads to the specific learning outcomes to be assessed, followed by
more detailed specifications for the national examination (both internal and external) for each subject..

1)

TONGA CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

Secondary schools in Tonga should recognize the framework under which our current reform will be
sustainable and the conditions in which this document will be best implemented. The Tonga Curriculum
Framework 2008-2019 drew from national policies expressed in the national development and education
plans, plus surveys and various public consultations to provide the basis for the existing Curriculum Reform
Programme. This framework is consisted of our nation’s aspirations for our education outputs, general aims
for secondary education, guiding principles, over-arching themes, values, proposed best approach for
teaching, learning and assessment and minimum subject Allocation in the Tongan classrooms so that our
quality education is unique to Tonga.
Tonga’s desired education product
Tonga’s aspiration for her education product was expressed in unison across the island districts by
representative stakeholders from the communities. They desired an education product to be a young man
or woman who has made sound academic achievement, articulates possession of Christian principles and
values, respects traditions and cultures, and above-all contributes and actively participates in family and
community activities. Tongans believe that the nation as a whole will benefit from such an education product.
The Tonga Curriculum Framework 2008-2019 then seeks ways in which this desired education product is
achievable and also meet the needs of the future. After all, the famous saying is true, “the reef of today is the
island of tomorrow”.

a)

Aims for secondary education

The aims of the secondary education curriculum are to enable boys and girls to:









develop a healthy self-concept, responsible independence and social skills as young adults able and
willing to contribute to community development
develop critical thinking skills and apply them to social issues in an informed and responsible way
be proud of their Tongan identity and knowledgeable about Tongan culture and values while being
appreciative and respectful of the cultures and values of others
be prepared and able to participate in sustainable development by utilising and adapting new
technologies and knowledge in ways that serve their own social and economic needs, and those of
their community, as well as the needs of the environment
be capable of adjusting or resilient in a constructive way to rapid change
be independent, creative, innovative and rational thinkers in their response to problems, thereby laying
a sound foundation for the development of wisdom
regard learning as a lifelong process
9
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b)

understand key concepts about the world in which they live and apply them effectively
develop a sound knowledge of, and responsible attitude towards sex, sexuality, reproduction and
associated health issues
exhibit high levels of literacy in Tongan and English
display sound communication skills, and utilise information and communication technologies effectively
and responsibly
develop sound levels of literacy in all areas of learning - the arts, design & technology , social sciences,
physical sciences, and mathematics - as a basis for lifelong learning
regard health and leisure as important and valued aspects of life
understand the pathways to future education or employment opportunities that are suited to their needs,
strengths and aspirations
develop the skills needed for a culture of self-sufficiency and enterprise for the benefit of themselves
and society as a whole.

Guiding principles

Ten educational principles give direction to the curriculum in Tongan schools. They are based on the
understanding that the individual learner is at the centre of all teaching and learning, and that the curriculum
is for all learners, and classroom teaching and learning will be of the highest quality. (Curriculum Framework
for Tonga 2008-2019)
1.
High expectations for all students. The Tongan curriculum has high expectations of every learner.
It recognises that all learners can be successful learners when they are provided with sufficient time and
support in an environment that is conducive to learning. At each level of education, it clearly defines the
learning outcomes against which learners' progress can be measured.
2.
A high level of teacher professionalism and highly effective teaching. The curriculum is only as
good as the teachers who implement it. The curriculum framework recognises the importance of highly
effective teaching in ensuring quality outcomes for learners. It will be implemented by schools in ways that
are learner-centred and provide challenging learning opportunities and programs to enable all learners to
achieve the learning outcomes to the best of their ability. Schools will provide teaching approaches,
supported by high quality resources, that are relevant to learners and appropriate to their abilities and
aptitudes, that are enjoyable, and that challenge them to strive to reach their full potential in all fields of
learning. Effective and quality teaching will develop in young people the capacity to be independent, yet
collaborative, life-long learners.
3.
School programs that are planned and flexible. The Tongan curriculum recognises that for
learners to be successful, programs must be carefully planned and use a range of teaching and assessment
approaches in order to cater for the various learning styles of learners.
The school curriculum should link all learning experiences within the total school program in a coherent and
balanced way. At all levels of schooling, programs build on learners' previous learning experiences, and
prepare them for future learning.
The school curriculum will be sufficiently flexible to respond to each learner's needs, to new understanding
of the different ways in which people learn, to changing social, economic and technological conditions, to
national needs, to the local learning context, and to the requirements and expectations of local communities.
4.
A bilingual approach to curriculum delivery. The school curriculum for secondary schools
promotes equal competency in the use of both the mother tongue, Tongan Language and the English
Language, to promote the use of Tongan and English languages for construction of knowledge, skills, values
and culture, and for creating and fostering understanding of self, of others, and of the world. It provides

learners with the opportunity to be proficient and confident in communicating in Tongan and English in a
range of contexts.
5.
Recognition of the uniqueness of Tonga, its people and its culture. The curriculum
acknowledges, values and reinforces the uniqueness of being Tongan. All subject areas provide learners
with the opportunity to learn about and cultivate an appreciation of Tongan history, culture, beliefs and
traditions.
At the same time, the curriculum encourages learners to understand and appreciate the ethnic and religious
diversity of Tonga.
6.
Development of the whole person. The school curriculum offers learning programs that build upon
learners’ experiences, reinforce prior learning, encourage reflection and creative and critical thinking, and
challenge them to acquire new knowledge and skills. It recognises that programs must be broad and
balanced and provide opportunities for intellectual, social, spiritual, emotional, physical and cultural
development of each learner. Hence, when learners complete their schooling they are well prepared for
work, further study, and community roles and responsibilities.
7.
Learning that is relevant, meaningful and useful. The Tongan curriculum recognises that for
learners to succeed, curriculum experiences must relate to learner interests, needs and learning styles.
Wherever possible, learning is related to real life and lifelike contexts.
The school curriculum offers programs that help learners build resilience to assist them in adapting to the
growing complexity of changing families, communities and cultures, and prepare them for future roles and
responsibilities. It makes use of local conditions and situations as meaningful contexts for learning, in ways
that enable transfer of learning to other contexts.
8.
An integrated approach to learning. The Tongan curriculum develops learning programs that take
account of and link with the foundations established through early childhood education and the home, and
that connect with the post-secondary education and training opportunities. It makes use of integrated
approaches that foster linkages across the learning areas, demonstrating the interconnectedness of learning
across the curriculum.
9.
Learning that relates to the wider world. The Tongan curriculum encourages an understanding
of the place that Tonga has in the Pacific and globally, and the range of political, economic and social
relationships and interactions that the country has in those settings.
10.
Expectation of equal educational opportunities. The curriculum framework is inclusive of all
learners, and is in line with Tonga's Inclusive Education Policy. It recognises, respects, values and responds
to the educational needs, experiences, interests, and values of all learners
The curriculum does this by:
 specifying a wide and empowering set of outcomes for learners to achieve
 providing a basis for programs that challenge all learners and offer all groups of learners opportunities to
achieve these outcomes
 taking into account the diversity and differing knowledge and experiences among children, for example, in
terms of gender, ability, disability, culture, religion, learning capacity, socio-economic background, social
status, and geographic location.
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c)

Over Arching Themes1

In addition to the guiding principles, five key themes inform every subject in the Tongan All of them overlap
with one another. In some cases, there may be tensions between them, or the potential for tension.
The themes should be readily apparent in the syllabus for each subject, and they should be actively
implemented through specific activities in teachers' guides and classroom activities. The five themes are:
1.
Tongan culture and values
2.
Life skills
3.
Education for sustainable livelihoods
4.
Enterprise
5.
Education for sustainable development
Tongan Culture and Values
Through its practices and procedures, the school curriculum will reinforce the commonly held values of
individual and collective responsibilities that underpin Tonga's traditional and modern society. These
commonly held values include respect, honesty, integrity, care and compassion, fairness, tolerance, love,
charity, and fulfilment of mutual obligations. Education should seek to strengthen and develop the moral and
cultural values that underpin Tongan society. These values include dimensions such as tauhivahaʻa (caring),
mamahiʻimeʻa (responsibility), fakaʻapaʻapa (respect), and lototō (humility). These are generally agreed
morals and social values such as concern for others, honesty, justice and personal integrity that the education
system should seek to foster.2
The school curriculum aims, together with Tongan families and the general community, school communities,
religious communities, employers and government to equip young Tongans to: Learn to know, Learn to be,
Learn to do and Learn to live together.
Through the school
curriculum, students will:

Learn to know
Learn how to achieve goals
in life

Learn to do

Learn to be

Learn to live together

DeveDSp a range of relevant
skills that leads to sustainable
living.

Learn about other cultures
and deveDSp an ability to
communicate across cultures.

Use Knowledge and skills to
develop relationships that
reflect Tongan values.

Life Skills
It is fundamentally important, in the 21st Century, to find the appropriate balance between academic education
and skills development. The over-lapping life skills required by youth are grouped by UNESCO3 under four
categories; Skills for personal fulfilment, Skills for living in society, Skills for dealing with changing economies,
Skills for dealing with changing work patterns.
Education for sustainable livelihoods
“Sustainable livelihood is about being able to manage existing resources, utilising context specific skills and
trusted knowledge guided by Tongan core values. Children will not be able to live sustainable livelihoods in
their own communities if the knowledge and skills they learn at school does not teach them how to manage,
protect, create and develop existing resources within their communities”4.

1

Full details are to be found in the Curriculum Framework for Tonga 2013 – 2018 “ Quality Schooling for a
Sustainable Future”
2
Education Policy Framework 2004-2019
4“Sustainable

Livelihood and Education in the Pacific: Tonga Pilot” (Seu’ula Johansson Fua, Sitaniselao Manu, Tu’ifua
Takapautolo, p. 2)

Enterprise
Enterprise learning is a life-long process that begins when children first start handling money, making plans,
organising and managing time, working on projects, interacting with others, and making decisions. This
learning is essential in Tonga to provide its young people with the opportunity during their schooling to
develop the capacity, resourcefulness and willingness to shape their own future and to fulfil their role as
responsible and productive citizens.
Education for Sustainable Development
“One of the key features of the knowledge collected is Tongan people’s closeness to nature and dependency
on the land and the ocean. From women’s weaving work, to men’s plantation and fishing, to performing art,
to medicine and natural disaster, it all reflects a concern with preserving the environment. In several cases,
parents would ask that schools encourage the replanting of medicinal plants, flowers for garlands, plants for
weaving, making ʻngatuʻ, and trees for landscaping amongst crops and vegetables for food”.5
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is inseparable from environmental education. People's social
and economic needs and national development depend on, and affect, the environment. And, since natural
resources are limited, and environments are fragile, conservation and management of the environment is a
precondition of development that is sustainable.

d)

Inclusive education

Gender
To be inclusive, teachers need to ensure that all students have the opportunity to participate in learning.
Teaching practices, including classroom organisation and management, should ensure that students are able
and encouraged to participate fully in all learning activities.
Special needs; and those with disabilities
Quality education is a right of all children including those with special needs or who are at risk because of
social or economic circumstances. The curriculum framework recognises that all learners can succeed when
they are provided with sufficient time, support and effective teaching. This ensures that the aims of social
justice and equity are seen in practice as all learners, regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, ability, disability
or socio-economic background can achieve quality educational outcomes. It acknowledges the right of all
young people to be enrolled in school have access to these schools and experience success through
participating in inclusive educational programs.
Special needs learners include those with a long-term physical, mental, learning, intellectual and sensory
impairment and whose participation in everyday life as well as enjoyment of human rights are limited due to
socio-economic, environmental and attitudinal barriers.
This requires the development of differential programs to meet the diverse needs of all learners. All programs
should have in-built intervention strategies to assist all learners whose development is of concern. These
strategies will require specialist assistance to be provided by the classroom teacher or other support
personnel. For most learners this will enable their progress to be accelerated so that they are able to achieve
at similar levels to their peers.
Gifted
Learners who are gifted in one or more areas also have special needs. For these learners it is important that
programs are provided that extend their abilities and assist them to develop their intellectual, artistic or other
talents to their fullest potential.

5“Sustainable

Livelihood and Education in the Pacific: Tonga Pilot” Seu’ula Johansson Fua, Sitaniselao Manu, Tu’ifua
Takapautolo, p. 18)
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e)

Teaching and learning approach

The Computing and ICT syllabus is focused on the achievement of learning outcomes. This shifts the focus
from the topics teachers teach (content) and for how much time, to a focus on the skills and knowledge
students demonstrate. In line with this shift the approach to classroom teaching and learning will be learnercentred.
A learner-cantered classroom environment motivates learners to discover new knowledge and skills and
recognizes that learners learn in different ways and at different rates. The Computing and ICT curriculum
encourages teachers to use different ways of teaching to give every learner a chance to learn and to
demonstrate their achievement.
Learners should be encouraged to think critically about what they are learning and to take responsibility for
their own learning. They should know that learning has a serious purpose but they should enjoy learning.
They should learn how to work things out for themselves and how to find the information they need.
Tongan students learn best by observing, listening, practicing and then performing

f)

Learning (Ako)

Listen
(Fanongo)

Observation (Sio) Practice
(Fakahoko ngāue)

Perform
(Tā)

Teaching
(Faiako)

Demonstration
(Fakatātā)

Practice
with Set meaningful activities
students (Kaungā (Fokotuʻu ha ngaahi
fakahoko ngāue)
ngāue
‘oku
mahuʻingamālie.)

Monitor
and
evaluate
(Vakaiʻi
mo
fakatonutonu)

Essential skills

Nine groupings of essential skills need to be developed by all learners across the whole curriculum
throughout the years of schooling. These categories include many of the important skills described in the
guiding values and principles and the over-arching themes above.
These are the nine groupings of essential skills:










Artistic and creative
Technology
Communication
Numeracy
Information
Problem-solving
Self-management
Social and cooperative
Physical

In planning learning programs, schools need to ensure that all learners have the opportunity to develop the
full range of the essential skills to the best of their ability. The skills cannot be developed in isolation. They
will be developed through the essential learning areas across the curriculum. The curriculum has high
expectations of every learner, and expects schools and teachers to assist all learners to reach their highest
learning potential.

g)

Assessment Guideline for Learning

Assessment should be on-going (formative), and should include a range of different assessment strategies
and be used to improve learning. Formative assessment should focus on the students’ ability to demonstrate
their skills and knowledge specified in the Know and Do Statements. Such assessments enable the teacher
to:
●

Identify the gaps between the expected learning outcomes and what individual learners and groups
of learners actually know and can do

●

provide on-going care and commitment to scaffold student learning for eventual achievement of the
expected learning outcomes

●

act on evidence-based information to provide further support programs like remedial work,
cooperative learning, counselling

●

provide the basis for future teaching plans

●

identify other areas where additional support is needed

Assessment can also be at the end of a topic of learning (summative). Such assessment is normally
associated with evaluation of the effectiveness of a course of study and as such will influence future planning.
Summative information together with teacher reflection will help:
● provide data that can be communicated to a range of people about the progress and achievements
of individual students or groups of students
●

provide a basis for evaluating teaching effectiveness

●

evaluate appropriateness and effectives of teaching resources

●

monitor overall national educational standards

15
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Teaching, learning and assessment cycle
Summative
assessment
to evaluate
class program

* Plan

from the
syllabus for
teaching,
learning &
assessment

Teaching and
learning

Teaching &
learning

Adjust planning
if necessary

*STARTING POINT

Formative
assessment
To diagnose
student
progress and
needs

Teaching, learning and assessment are cyclical. While a starting point is indicated in this diagram and definite
assessment points are noted, it is possible to assess at any time.

2)

RATIONALE FOR BIBLE STUDIES

The Bible is one of the most ancient written document. It is also the most studied as it is the basis for the
three major religions in the world today - Judaism, Christianity and
Islam.
The Bible is the most translated book into ethnic lingua and it is also the basis of beliefs, values and
acceptable lifestyle of the Tongans. As such it is important that the student sat the Tonga School Certificate
Examination with adequate understanding of what the Bible is about and learn more of God’s characters and
plan for mankind.
Expected enrollee in this Course
The course is designed for Class 11 students who may undertake further studies in a theological institution
to become a church minister or continue further in higher secondary levels towards university in Biblical
Studies.
The course has been designed as a one year course only.
Aims of the Class 11 Course in Bible Studies
Students should be able to:
 Appreciate the Bible as a world literature.
 Acquire a working knowledge of the Bible and its teachings.
 Attain spiritual enrichment through self-reflection, and valuing God as the creator of all beings, His
plan and teachings for humankind.
General Course Outcomes
Students are able to:
 Demonstrate understanding of the general characteristics of the Bible.
 Demonstrate understanding of important Bible figures, the geographical setting in their times, their
triumphs and tribulations, their relations with God and how they overcame adversities.
 Actively reflect on various Biblical events and apply to their lives.
 Evaluate the Bible to learn of God’s character and plans for human kind, and how one is expected
to live.

b) Time Allocation

The minimum time allocation in minutes per week for Bible Studies is as follows.
Class
Class 11

Time per week
240 minutes

Total minimum classroom time per year is 128 hours.
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3) OVERVIEW OF BIBLE STUDIES SYLLABUS
There are 4 Strands in the Class 11 Bible Studies (refer diagram below) and ALL are compulsory in the
Tonga School Certificate Examination in Bible Studies.

Strand 1: The Bible

Strand 2:
Geographical
setting in
Biblical Times.

Strand 3: Bible
Stories

Strand 4: Bible
Teachings

Proposed Strategies in the Implementation of this Bible Studies Syllabus
The commencement of the course should be with Strand 1.
It is suggested that Strand 2, Geographical Setting in Biblical Times and Strand 3, the Bible Stories should
be taught together for a more meaningful and effective implementation. This will enable the learner to
associate locations with those given in the Bible Stories. The learner can then appreciate historical sites
and comprehend distances in which people had to travel in Biblical times. It will also be of interest for
students to know the locations in today’s world, as the Middle East especially Palestine and Israel are
almost in everyday news.
Bible teachings in Strand 4 should be re-iterated during the Bible stories in Strand 3 so that students do not
see the Bible teachings as a separate part from the Bible Stories.
This syllabus expects the learner to study the Bible and use the Bible texts to describe, explain, interpret,
reflect, discuss and evaluate. This will ensure that answers provided by the learner are validated in the use
of the Bible texts. It emphasises the requirement that this subject is to focus and centralise on studying the
Bible rather than on different doctrines of various religious institutions.
There will be requirements as well during the course of study offered for the learner to reflect on the Bible
texts and express his/ or her opinion on the issues involved, and apply to the learner’s own life today.
Learner’s life should be enriched, reflective, and hopefully wiser spiritually than characters in the Bible
Stories.

Strand Description
Strand 1: The Bible
This Strand deals with the general characteristics of the Bible. It enables the learner to be familiar with the
books in the Bible, their order, author, and how the books were part of the Bible.
The Bible is also rich with a wide range of literature but the types of literature will be studied in higher
classes and not in Class 11.
Strand 2: Geographical setting in Biblical Times
This Strand is providing the background information on the relative locations of historical sites including
mountains, rivers, towns, cities and desert that are part of the Biblical Stories in Strand 3.
The Teacher can plan and teach both Strand 2 and 3 at the same time by selecting the corresponding sites
for each Bible Story in Strand 3, and use maps of the appropriate Biblical times provided in Appendix 3 to
widen the learner’s perspective of stories that have happened thousands of years ago but lessons learnt
are still applicable today.
Strand 3: Bible Stories
The Bible Stories have important messages and revelation of both human and God’s character. The
stories in this course begins with the creation of Adam and Eve, then moved to selected Patriarchs,
Matriarch, Kings and Prophet in the Old Testament. Stories from the New Testament is on the life of Jesus
Christ, Apostle Peter and Paul as a missionary.
It is best that the Patriarchs and Matriarchs be taught and learned together like Abraham and Sarah and
Jacob, Leah and Rachel. The Kings only dealt with Saul, David and Solomon. Key focus are on the Know
Statements specified and corresponding Do Statements.
In the New Testament, the stories of Jesus are specifically focussed on that given by the four gospels and
Isaiah. The stories of Apostle Peter and Missionary Paul are only limited to what is provided in the Book of
Acts. The different thirteen letters of Paul to the Churches are not examined or expected to be taught in
this Strand.
The Bible Stories require strong analytical skills and demand that Bible texts be quoted to validate the
analysis. This approach strongly advocates the need for the learner to be equipped with the Bible texts and
not to add or subtract. The learner should also be encouraged to interpret the Bible text using other Bible
texts to validate but not human reasoning as the spiritual aspect and holiness of the Bible will be greatly
reduced.
Strand 4: Bible Teachings
This Strand should be treated with care. The learner is required to conclude a lot about God’s
requirements from human. The teachings are about the Trinity, their characteristics of holiness, merciful,
eternal loving kindness and justice, Jesus’ teachings and revelations which are also shown through the
Bible Stories of Strand 3. This Strand 4 will re-emphasise the facts about God and human kind but the
Teachers can re-iterate these teachings during Strand 3. It will reduce the time to be spent as a separate
section.
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4) OVERVIEW OF MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Strand

Class 11

1. The Bible

Students are able to demonstrate understanding of the
general characteristics of the Bible, how its books were
determined and the existence of the Apocrypha.

2. Geographical
Setting in Biblical
Times

Students are able to demonstrate understanding of the major
geographical setting of the Bible in the Old and New
Testament times.

3. Bible Stories

Students are able to demonstrate understanding of selected
stories in the Bible, analyse and reflect on their application
and implications to present day living.
Students are able to demonstrate understanding of the basic
Christian teachings derived from the Bible and value human
existence as created beings with desired characteristics and
attitudes and hope for the future.

4. Bible Teachings

5) CORE CONTENTS – SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Strand 1: The Bible

Strand 2:
Geographical
Setting in the Bible

Strand 3: Bible
Stories

Strand 4: Biblical
Christian Teachings

Major Learning
Outcome:
Students are able to
demonstrate
understanding of the
general characteristics of
the Bible, how its books
were determined and the
existence of the
Apocrypha.

Major Learning
Outcome:
Students are able to
demonstrate
understanding of the
major geographical
setting of the Bible in
the Old and New
Testament times.

Major Learning
Outcome:
Students are able to
demonstrate
understanding of
selected stories in the
Bible, analyse and
reflect on their
application and
implications to present
day living.

Major Learning
Outcome:
Students are able to
demonstrate
understanding of the
basic Christian
teachings derived
from the Bible and
value human
existence as created
beings with desired
characteristics and
attitudes and hope for
the future.

Core Content:

Core Content:

Core Content:

Core Content:

- Characteristics
o General
characteristics
- Canon of the Books
of the Bible.
o Criteria for
canon
formation
- Apocrypha
o Hebrew,
Protestant
and Catholic
canon of the
Bible
o Existence of
the
Apocrypha

Major Cities in
Palestine in the Old
Testament
- .Haran, Bethel,
Sechem, Egypt,
Babylon, Jerusalem

Stories from the Old
Testament
Adam & Eve
 Their creation(Gen
2:4-25)
 The FALL (Gen
3:1-24)
 Good versus Evil
 Punishment
 God’s Prophecy

Trinity
- Father, Son & Holy
Spirit form the Godhead

Major rivers in the
Bible
- Nile
- Jordan
(names, location
relative to major cities
in Palestine, nature)
Seas in the Bible
- Red Sea
- Dead Sea
- Sea of Galilee.
Mountains
-Sinai (10
Commandments)
- Horeb
(transfiguration)

Noah and the ark
 Character of Noah
(Gen 5:32, 6:1-12)
 The Flood (Gen
6:13-22, 7-8)
 The covenant (Gen
9:1-17)

Creation
- Six days of creation
- Sabbath – the
seventh day (a rest
day)
Salvation
- In Christ alone
- Save by grace
through faith
- Holy Spirit gave birth
to the church
End Time & Second
Coming

Patriarchs
Abraham,
 Family relations
(Gen 11:27-32)
 The call (Gen
12:1-9)
 The Promise (Gen
15)
 The Covenant
(Gen 17)

Desert
- Negev (40 years
journey)
- The Wilderness
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Strand 1: The Bible

Strand 2:
Geographical
Setting in the Bible

Strand 3: Bible
Stories

Major cities and
places during the time
of Jesus
- Bethlehem
- Nazareth
- Bethany
- Cana,
Galilee,
- Caperneum,
- Judea
- Bethsaida,
- Garden of
Gethsemane
- Jesus’ empty tomb
- Emaus



Testing of faith
(Gen 22:1-18)

Isaac,
 Promise - Isaac or
Ishmael?
 Isaac’s plan for
birthright versus
God’s
 Isaac being
deceived & his
reaction
Jacob & Esau
 Birthright
 Promise
 Work ethics
 Favouritism
 Joseph
 Sibling jealousy
 Honesty
 Facing temptation
 Family
reconciliation
Matriarchs
Sarah
 Family feud –
Haggai & Ishmael
 Family
responsibilities
 Faith – Isaac
KKings
Saul
 Crowning
 Faith - consulting
witchcraft
 Jealousy
 Death
David
 Crowning
 Faith - fighting
with Goliath
 Conflict and
Resolution with
Saul

Strand 4: Biblical
Christian Teachings

Strand 1: The Bible

Strand 2:
Geographical
Setting in the Bible

Strand 3: Bible
Stories

Strand 4: Biblical
Christian Teachings

Temptation –
Bathsheba
 Repentance,
Reconciliation &
Judgment
Solomon
 Choices in life
 Factors affecting
his choices
 Judge
 Building of the
Temple - work
commissions


Prophets
Isaiah
 Life
 Sins – moral,
social & religious
 Revelation of
God’s nature.
 Prophecies on
Jesus Christ
(Branch, Stone,
Light, Child &
King)
 Judgment - The
Day of the Lord
 Kingdom of God
Jeremiah
 Life
 Warnings to Israel
& Judah
 Sins – moral,
social and
religious
 Consequences of
sin – immediate,
destruction of
Jerusalem
 Prophecies on
Jesus Christ
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Strand 1: The Bible

Strand 2:
Geographical
Setting in the Bible

Strand 3: Bible
Stories


Repentance,
Healing &
Restoration

StoStories from the
New Testament
Jesus of Nazareth
 Key events in
Jesus’ life
 Birth
 Childhood &
Youth –
Synagogue &
Assistance
 Baptism
 Teachings –
Sermon on the
Mount, etc.
 Miracles
 Parables
 People connected
to Jesus
(Disciples, Mary,
Joseph, John the
Baptist, those in
need of healing,
Sadducees,
Pharisees, Priest
Caiaphas,
 Conflicts and
oppositions to
Jesus (Satan,
King Herod,
Betrayal)
 Crucifixion
 Resurrection
 Ascension
 Titles of Jesus

Strand 4: Biblical
Christian Teachings

6)

KNOW AND DO STATEMENTS

STRAND 1: Books of the Bible
Minimum Suggested Teaching Time: 9 weeks
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate understanding of the general characteristics of the

Bible, how its books were determined and the existence of the Apocrypha.
STRAND 11.1: Books of the Bible
What students are to
KNOW

What students are able to DO

SL

A

11.1.1 Characteristics
1. The general
characteristics of the
books of the Bible.

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

State the number of books in the Bible.
Name all the books in the Bible.
Order the books as presented in the Bible.
State the shortest book in the Bible

1
1
3
1

EA
EA
EA
EA

v.
vi.
vii.

State the longest book in the Bible
Identify the book that contains the shortest chapter.
Identify the book that contains the longest chapter in the Bible.

1
1
1

EA
EA
EA

SL
1
1

A
EA
EA

2

EA

2
2
2
2
3

EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

3

EA

3

EA

3

EA

4

EA

SL
1

A
EA

1
2

EA
EA

iv.
v.
vi.

Define Hebrews
State the number of books involved in the Hebrew canon of the Old
Testament.
Give a general description of the Protestant canon of the Bible.
Give a general description of the Catholic canon of the Bible.
Explain the differences in the Protestant and Catholic canon.

2
2
3

EA
EA
EA

i.

Name at least two books that are in the Apocrypha.

2

EA

ii.

Explain the existence of the Apocrypha.

3

EA

11.1.2 Canon of the Books of the Bible
1. Criteria for the canon
formation of the Books in
the Bible

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Explain why origin is important in the canon formation of the Bible.

x.
xi.

Explain why authority is important in the canon formation of the Bible.
Explain why literature is important in the canon formation of the
Bible.
Explain why consistency with Bible teachings is important in the
canon formation of the Bible.
Use Bible texts to discuss the canon formation in the Bible
beginning with the first canon formation of the Bible when God
wrote the first commandments in Mount Sinai.
11.1.3. Apocrypha
Define Apocrypha.

xii.
xiii.

1. Hebrew, Protestant and
Catholic canon of the
Bible

2. Existence of the
Apocrypha

Define canon.
Define sanctity
Give the four criteria used in the canon formation of the Bible. ((1)
origin (2) authority (3) literature (4) consistency with teachings of the
Bible.)
Give general descriptions of what was involved in each criteria used
in the canon formation of the Bible.
origin;
authority;
literature;
consistency with teachings of the Bible.)

i.
ii.
iii.
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STRAND 2: Geographical settings in the Bible.
Minimum Suggested Teaching Time: 1 week
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate understanding of the major geographical settings of

the Bible in the Old and New Testament times.
STRAND 11.2: Geographical Settings in the Bible
What students are
to KNOW
1. Major sites and
land in Palestine in
the Old Testament
times.

What students are able to DO
1. Major sites in the Old Testament
i. Correctly locate at most four of these places in a given map of the Old
Testament times:
a. Nile River
b. Jordan River
c. Red Sea
d. Dead Sea
e. Sea of Galilee
f. Mount Sinai
g. Mount Horeb
h. Mount Ararat
i. Negev Desert
j. Ur of the Chaldees
k. Haran
l. Jerusalem
m. Bethlehem
n. Bethel
o. Hebron
p. Mount Moriah (Temple Mount in Jerusalem)
q. Routes taken by Abraham from Haran to the Promised Land
r. Routes taken by Israelites from Egypt to Israel.
ii. Correctly name at most four places of these sites or geographical features in
a given map of the Old Testament times:
a. Nile River
b. Jordan River
c. Red Sea
d. Dead Sea
e. Sea of Galilee
f. Mount Sinai
g. Mount Horeb
h. Mount Ararat
i. Negev Desert
j. Ur of the Chaldees
k. Haran
l. Jerusalem
m. Bethlehem
n. Bethel
o. Hebron
p. Mount Moriah (Temple Mount in Jerusalem)
q. Routes taken by Abraham from Haran to the Promised Land
r. Routes taken by Israelites from Egypt to Israel.

SL

A

2

EA

2

EA

1.
Major
cities and places
during the time of
Jesus

i.

2. Major sites in the New Testament
Correctly locate at most four in a given map the relative positions of the sites
or land in the times of Jesus of Nazareth.

SL

A

2

EA

2

EA

a. Nazareth
b. Bethlehem
c. Jerusalem
d. Capernaum
e. Cana
f.

Bethsaida

g. Jericho
h. Bethany
i.

Garden of Gethsemane

j.

Jesus’ empty tomb

k. River Jordan
ii.

l. Sea of Galilee
Correctly name at most four given sites or geographical features in a given
map in the times of Jesus of Nazareth.
a. Nazareth
b. Bethlehem
c. Jerusalem
d. Capernaum
e. Cana
f.

Bethsaida

g. Jericho
h. Bethany
i.

iarden of Gethsemane

j. Jesus’ empty tomb
k. River Jordan
l. Sea of Galilee
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STRAND 3: Bible Stories
Minimum Suggested Teaching Time: 20 weeks
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate understanding of selected stories in the Bible,

analyse and reflect on their application and implications to present day living.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Student responses MUST make direct quote or use words from the Bible texts. It is
advised that students should avoid adding or subtracting from the Bible texts.
STRAND 11.3: BIBLE STORIES
What students
are to KNOW

1. The creation of
Adam and Eve (Gen
2:4-25)

2. Adam & Eve

3. Adam and Eve's
food before the fall

4. Sin - The FALL
(Gen 3:1-24)

5. Punishment (Gen
3)

6. Good versus Evil

What students are able to DO
11.3.1 Stories from the Old Testament – Adam and Eve
i
Outline how the first man was created by God.
ii
State the reasons why God created the first man.
iii
State the reason for the name God gave the first man.
Outline how the first woman was created by God.
i
State the reasons why God created the first woman.
ii
Give a reason for the name given to the first woman.
iii
Identify the one naming the first woman.
iv
Identify the types of food initially assigned by God for Eve and
i
Adam to eat.
Identify the types of food initially assigned by God for the
ii
animals to eat.
Describe the conversation between the serpent and Eve.
i
ii
Describe what appealed to Eve that led her to disobey God.
iii
Explain the method used by the serpent to persuade Eve.
iv
Define sin.
v
Describe Adam and Eve's sin in Eden.
Analyse the texts in Genesis 3 and explain, giving examples,
vi
the relationship between sin and accusations.
Differentiate Adam and Eve’s behavior before and immediately
vii
after the Fall using Bible texts.
Outline the punishment God delivered to the:
i. Serpent.
ii. The woman (Eve).
iii. Adam
Describe the expected relationship between the seed of the
iv
woman and the seeds of the serpent.
Interpret the meaning of the seed of the woman and the seed
v
of the serpent in God’s punishment.
In God’s punishment of the woman, state three things that God
vi
said that the woman will face in life.
In the punishment of the first FALL, describe how man is
vii
expected to live.
viii
Explain how man's diet is changed after the FALL.
Discuss the implications of sin and it's punishments in Eden to
ix
how humans live in the world today.
i
Outline how God described his creations of the world.
State three things that God blessed during his creation of the
ii
world.
Reflect on Genesis 3:1-6 to discuss how evil appeals when
iii
everything is already very good in Eden.
iv
Describe what the serpent symbolises.
Analyse Genesis 3:15 of the punishments of the serpent and
v
explain the good hope provided by God for mankind.

SL

A

2
2
1
2
2
1
1

EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

1

EA

1

EA

2
2
3
1
2

EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

3

EA

3

EA

2
2
2
3

EA
EA
EA
EA

3

EA

2

EA

2

EA

2
4

EA
EA

2

EA

2

EA

4

EA

2

EA

3

EA

7. God's redemption
plan

i
ii
iii
iv
v

Define redemption.
Describe a redemption plan.
Explain why there is a need for redemption of humans.
Examine Genesis 3:15 and explain the links between God's
punishments of the serpent in Genesis 3:15, and God’s
redemption plan for human kind.
Discuss the significance of God's prophecy about the serpent
and the woman's offspring and the ongoing contest between
good and evil.

1
2
3
3

EA
EA
EA
EA

4

EA

11.3.2 Bible Stories from the Old Testament - Noah, the ark and his children
1. Characters in the
days of Noah (Gen
5:32, 6:1-12)

i
ii

1
1

EA
EA

iii

Define "wickedness"
Define "a just man".
Describe the characters of Noah before the flood in terms of:
a. how he responded towards the law of God.

2

EA

iv

b. how he would have responded to others in his time.

2

EA

2

EA

2

EA

State how giants existed in Noah's time.

1

EA

Give reasons for the Flood.

1

EA

3

EA

2
2

EA
EA

2

EA

3

EA

2

EA

2

EA

2

EA

2

EA

1

EA

2

EA

3

EA

v
vii
viii
2. The Flood (Gen
6:13-22, 7-8)
3. God's instructions
about the Ark.

i
ii
i
ii
iii
iv

4. The events and
timelines at the
beginning, during
and immediately
after the great
Flood in Noah's
time.
5. Noah's first
activity on dry land.

i
ii
iii
iv
i
ii
iii

Describe the characters of people in Noah's time before the Flood
in terms of their:
a. behaviour,
b. thoughts,

Reflect on the reasons for the flood and explain God's desires for
men's characters on Earth.
Outline the dimensions of the ark God instructed Noah to build.
Describe how the ark was to be built according to God.
Describe God's instructions to Noah on how to save the animals
and all creeping things.
Determine from given animals, how they would have been saved
in Noah’s Ark.
Outline the number of days in the flood and corresponding
events.
Use the information in Genesis 6 to describe how it was possible
for the flood to cover the whole Earth including mountains in 40
days.
Describe how Noah knew the flood is over.
Draw or identify from labelled timelines the events occurring at
the beginning, during and immediately after the flood.
State Noah’s first action on arrival on dry land after the Flood.
Describe God's response to Noah's first activity on arrival on dry
land after the Flood.
Explain the characters of God revealed in the story of Noah.

29

Curriculum Development Unit,MET-TONGA

6. The promise and
covenant between
God and Noah.(Gen
9:1-17)

i
ii
iii

iv
v
vi
vii
viii
ix
7. Noah’s drunken
behaviour and
children's attitudes
to parents.

i
ii
iii
iv
v

vi
vii
viii

1. Abraham's father,
Terah and his family
relations.

Identify the actions of man, according to God, that will always be
evil from his youth in Genesis 8.
Describe the nature of man revealed by what God has stated in
Genesis 8.
Suggest possible ways to overcome this human nature today.
Define:
a. promise
b. covenant
Differentiate between a promise and a covenant.
State God’s promise to Noah.
State God’s covenant with Noah.
In Genesis 9, identify another word for life in God's instructions to
Noah.
State the sign of God’s covenant with Noah.
Explain the importance to the generation in the 21st century of
God’s covenant with Noah.
State Noah's occupation after the flood.
Give the names of Noah's sons in their order of age.
Describe Noah’s behavior after the Flood.
Describe the reactions of the sons of Noah to his drunkenness
and nakedness after the flood.
Outline Noah's prophecy of the future of his sons' descendants
when he awoke from his drunkenness and learned of their
reactions.
Study Genesis 11:10-26 and identify Noah's son in whom God's
promise to Abraham was carried through.
Explain the significance of Noah’s sons to the peopling of the
Earth.
Reflect on the behavior and attitudes of Noah’s children towards
their father reveal about the appropriate attitudes and behavior
towards our parents today.

11.3.3 Stories from the Old Testament - The Patriarchs: Abraham
i
Name the members of Abraham’s family when leaving Ur of the
Chaldeans.
ii
Draw a family tree of Terah's, starting from Terah to his
grandsons including the wives of Terah's sons.
iii
Identify on a given map the town where Abraham's father died.
iv
Locate and or name on a map of Palestine the Ur of the
Chaldees.

1

EA

2

EA

3

EA

1
1
3
1
1

EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

1

EA

1

EA

3

EA

1

EA

2

EA

2

EA

2

EA

2

EA

3

EA

4

EA

2

EA

2

EA

1

EA

1

EA

2.
Abraham's call
and covenant
with God.

i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi

vii
iv
3.
Connections
between
Abraham and
Noah.

4.
Abraham's first
activity on the
promised land.

i
ii
iii
iv
i
ii
iii
iv

5.
Challenges to
God's promise
and plan.

6. Abraham's
faith

State God's call to Abraham in Haran in Genesis 12.
Explain the significance of God's call to Abraham to leave his country,
family and father's house.
Outline the things God promised to do to Abraham if he obeys his call
in Genesis 12.
State Abraham's reactions to God's call.
Explain the natures of Abraham and God revealed in God’s call to
Abraham in Genesis 12.
Analyse the Bible texts concerning God's promises to Abraham and
explain the developmental nature of God’s promise to Abraham. (Gen
12:1-3.7; 13:14-17; 15:4-5, 18-21; 17:1-22; 22:17-18; 26:3-4)
Determine the type of events in Abraham's life just before each of
God's promise.
Trace the routes travelled by Abraham from Haran to the promised
land.
Name the tribe who inhabited the promised land on Abraham's first
arrival from Haran.
Use Genesis 11 to identify Noah's son whose descendants occupied
the promised land on Abraham's first arrival.
Identify Noah's son from whom Abraham descended.
Relate Noah's prophecies concerning his sons to the displacement of
the Canaanites from the land God promised Abraham.
State Abraham's first activity when he reached the promised land.
Compare Abraham's first activity on reaching the promised land to
Noah's first activity when arriving on dry land after the flood.
Explain what Abraham's and Noah's first activity at the beginning of a
new change in their lives, reveals about how we should live today.
Locate on a map and/ or name the first place Abraham heard from God
when he arrived in the promised land.

v

Give the reason why Abraham had to leave the promised land after his
arrival there from Haran.

vi

Locate on a map and/ or name the country where Abraham travelled
South from the promised land.
Describe challenges faced by Abraham amidst God's promises to him.
Use Bible texts to support your statements.

i
ii

Determine whether Hagar and Ishmael are part of God's plan for
Abraham. Use Bible texts to support your argument.

iii

Deduce God's nature revealed when he dealt with Hagar and Ishmael.
Use Bible texts to support your explanation.
Give examples of how Abraham's faith in God was tested.
Describe an event where Abraham’s faith in God was tested.

i
ii

1

EA

3

EA

2

EA

1

EA

3

EA

3

EA

2

EA

2

EA

1

EA

1

EA

1

EA

3

EA

1

EA

2

EA

3

EA

1

EA

1

EA

1

EA

2

EA

2

EA

3

EA

1

EA

2

EA

iii

Explain why God’s instructions to Abraham to sacrifice Isaac is termed
the greatest test of Abraham's faith in God. (Gen 22, Rom 4:19)

3

EA

iii

Use Bible texts to support or refute the statement that "Abraham
believed that God would not allow him to sacrifice his son Isaac."

4

EA

v

Use Bible texts to describe the consequences of Abraham’s faith in
God.

3

EA
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1. Issac's background.
(Gen 21, 22, 24)

2. Characters of

11.3.4 Stories from the Old Testament - The Patriarch: Isaac
i
List Isaac’s immediate family members.
ii
State the meaning of the word Isaac.
iii
Describe how Isaac’s wife was selected. (Gen 24)
iv
State reasons why Isaac’s wife was selected from Haran.
v
Explain how God might have agreed with the choice of Rebecca as Isaac’s wife.

SL
1
1
2
1
3

A
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

i
ii
iii

1
2
3
1
2
1
3

EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

SL
1
2
2

A
EA
EA
EA

3

EA

2

EA

2

EA

State Isaac's character.
Give examples to support your statement on Isaac's character.
Isaac (Gen 21, 22, 24,
Compare and contrast Isaac's characters to that of his father, Abraham.
25, 26)
i
State God’s promise to Isaac.
3. God's promise to
ii
Describe Isaac’s responses to God’s promises. (Gen 26)
Isaac.
iii
Identify challenges faced by Isaac in doing God’s plans.
iv.
Describe how Isaac solved those challenges.
11.3.5 Stories from the Old Testament: Patriarchs - Jacob and Esau
1. Jacob & Esau:
i
Define parental favouritism.
birthright, favouritism,
ii
Describe God’s plan for Esau and Jacob before their birth (Rom 9:10-13)
deception
iii
Describe observations made during Esau and Jacob's birth.
(Gen 25-28)
iv
Relate the observations made during Esau and Jacob's birth to God's prophecy
of their future.
v
Describe the roles of Jacob and Esau during their youth.
vi
Describe how parental favouritism exists concerning Esau and Jacob.
vii

Explain the consequences of parental favouritism on Esau and Jacob.

4
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viii

Use Bible texts to state the rebellious actions by Esau to his parents.
Explain whether Jacob’s deception of Isaac was God’s plan.
Describe how Jacob was deceived by Laban and his older sons.
Discuss the spreading effect of deceptions on Isaac’s family including his sons,
and grandsons.
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ix
x
xi

11.3.6 Stories from the Old Testament - Kings
1. Saul, his crowning,
faith and characters.

i.
ii
iii
iv
v
vi
vii
viii

ix
x
xi
xii
xiii
xiv

State Saul’s parents. (1 Sam 9)
Identify who crowned Saul. (1 Sam 10)
Use Bible texts to outline major chronological events in Saul's life as the King of
Israel.
Identify from the outlined events in Saul's life as the King of Israel, events where
Saul lost favour in the sight of God. (1 Sam 13, 14:24-46; 15; 19; 22:6-23;
Explain why Saul lost favour in the site of God.
Explain the nature of Saul and God revealed when Saul lost favour in the site of
God.
State the images Saul saw during his consultation with witchcraft. (1 Sam 28:325)
Reflect on God’s reaction to Saul consulting witchcraft and discuss how God
would have responded to the various forms and effect of witchcraft practiced
today in Tonga. (1 Chronicle 10:13, Lev 19:26,31)
Define jealousy
Describe an event in Saul’s life which clearly shows his jealousy. (1 Sam 19)
Explain the consequences of Saul being jealous.
Describe the reactions of the one whom Saul showed jealousy.
Describe the challenges to Saul as King.
Explain how Saul coped with those challenges.

2. David, his
crowning,
challenges in life
and characters.

i
ii
iii
iv

1
1
1
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3
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v

State David’s parents.
Give reasons why David was chosen King of Israel.
Describe how David was crowned as King of Israel.
Compare the similarities in the crowning of David and Saul as King of
Israel.
Outline major events in David's life as King of Israel in chronological order.

2
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vi
vii

Outline David's character when he was King of Israel.
Compare the similarities in character between King David and King Saul.
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3
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viii

Contrast the differences in character between King David and King Saul.
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ix
x
xi
xii

Give the reason for David’s fight with Goliath.
Outline David’s fight with Goliath.
Explain how David’s fight with Goliath reveals David’s faith in God.
State Bathsheba’s effect on King David’s faith in God.
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2
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xiv

Describe David’s responses to God’s judgement on his wrong doings.

2

EA

xv

Compare and contrast David’s faith in God when fighting Goliath and
when meeting Bathsheba.
State the family disgrace brought about by David’s son, Amanon.
Describe the consequences of Amanon’s wrong doing.
Describe how David reacts to Amanon's death.
State David’s son, Absalom’s ultimate desire in life.
Describe the most effective ways Absalom used to achieve his desire.
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i

Describe how David reacted to Absalom's death.
Reflect on the story of David and discuss why David’s heart is likened to
God’s heart.
State Solomon’s request of God at the beginning of his kingship in Israel.

1
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ii
iii

Describe God’s response to Solomon’s request.
Give an evidence of God fulfilling his promise to Solomon’s requests.

2
2
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iv.

Give a reason why Solomon was commissioned by God to build his
temple.
Describe the impacts of building the temple on neighbouring countries of
Israel.
Outline how Solomon managed the labours involved in the building of the
temple.
Identify choices made by Solomon during his kingship over Israel that
decreased his effect as a God fearing leader of Israel.
Describe one of Solomon’s bad choices in life.
Explain the consequences on Israel as a country, of the bad choices
made by King Solomon.
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xvi
xvii
xviii
xix
xx
xxi
xxii
3. Solomon's
work, choices in
life and
consequences.

v.
vi
vii
viii
ix
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1.Sarah, her

i

faith and family
responsibilities.
(Gen 11, 12, 16
– 18, 20,21,23;
Heb 11:11, 1
Peter 3:6)

ii
iii
iv
v

2.Rebecca's
roles and
characters (Gen
24-29)

3. Rachel’s roles
and
characters.(Gen
24-29)

vi
i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi
vii

Identify two major challenges faced by Sarah in her life.
Describe how Sarah overcame those two major challenges.
State Sarah’s characters revealed in meeting those challenges.
Describe how those characters contribute or not contribute to Sarah being the
“Mother of Faith”.
Identify Sarah’s age when she gave birth.
Identify Rebecca as Isaac's wife.
Describe Rebecca's family background.
Explain why Rebecca was a suitable wife for Isaac.
Identify Rebecca's weaknesses in character, giving examples.
Identify Rebecca's strengths in character, giving examples.
Compare and contrast the characters of Rebecca and Sarah.
Explain what makes Rebecca a great woman in her time.

i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi

Identify Rachel as Jacob's second wife.
Name Rachel's siblings.
Identify Rachel's eldest sister, Leah as Jacob's first wife.
State two major challenges Rachel faced in her life.
Describe the two major challenges Rachel faced in her life.
Describe ways which Rachel used to solve the two major challenges.

vii
viii
ix
x

Explain the characters of Rachel revealed in these challenges.
Outline, giving examples, how Jacob behaved towards Rachel.
Outline, giving examples, how Jacob behaved towards his first wife.
Identify the wife of Jacob whose descendants carried God’s prophecy in Eden
after the Fall.
Explain how favouritism affected the life of Jacob, his wives and their children.
Evaluate the characters of God revealed in the stories of Rachel.

xi
xii
1. Isaiah's life,
warnings and
revelation of
God’s
characters.

11.3.7 Stories from the Old Testament: The Matriarchs
Give one strong evidence on claims that Sarah was a very beautiful woman.

11.3.8 Stories from the Old Testament: The Prophets - Isaiah
i
Identify Isaiah as one of the major prophet.
ii
Describe the era in which Isaiah lived.
iii
Outline the warnings Isaiah made to Judah.
iv
Outline the warnings Isaiah made to Israel.
v
Define moral sins, giving examples from texts in the book of Isaiah.
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vi

Define social sins, giving examples from texts in the book of Isaiah.

2
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vii
viii

Define religious sins, giving examples from texts in the book of Isaiah.
Read Isaiah 10:1-4 and state the natures of law that the Lord despises.

2

EA

1

EA

ix

State what God requires of King Ahaz in Isaiah 10 so that God can protect
Ahaz from his enemies.
Give reasons why God will punish the King of Assyria in Isaiah 10:12-16
Describe the characters of God revealed in Isaiah 10:12-16.

1
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1
2
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x
xi

2. Prophecies
on Jesus Christ
(Branch, Stone,
Light, Child &
King)

i
ii

1
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1
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1
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2
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3
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2
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i

Read Isaiah 11:1-5 and identify "Jesse".
In Isaiah 11:1-5 give the name of the person referred to as "the root of
Jesse".
List the different types of spirit that will rest on the root of Jesse in Isaiah
11:2.
Use Bible texts in Isaiah 11:3-5 to outline the characters of the root of
Jesse as a Judge.
Explain the significance of the prophecy in Isaiah 11:1-5 to Christians.
Research from valid sources to identify the time gap in years between
Prophet Isaiah's times to Jesus' time.
Examine these texts in Isaiah (11:1-10, 40:1-5,9 ; 42:1-9; 50:6; 53:1-3;
53:4-6; 53:7; 53:12; 61:1-2) and discuss the extent in which the prophet
Isaiah foretold about Jesus' life.
In Isaiah 13:17-22, identify the country that will overthrow Babylon.
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ii

In Isaiah 13:17-22, outline the dooms prophesied for Babylon.
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iii

Research from valid sources to describe the status of Babylon today
and the prophecy in Isaiah 13:17-22.
Identify King Hezekiah's illness in Isaiah 38.
Outline the events that led to Hezekiah being healed.
Use Bible texts to describe God's responses to King Hezekiah’s
request.
Reflect on King Hezekiah's stories in Isaiah 38 to explain the characters
of God revealed.
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iii
iv
v
vi
vii

3. Prophecies on
Babylon

ix
x
xii
xiii

11.3.9. Stories from the Old Testament: The Prophets - Jeremiah
1. Jeremiah's
i
Name Jeremiah’s father.
life.
ii
Identify the job of Jeremiah's father.
iii
Name the town Jeremiah’s father worked.
iv
Name the territorry of Judah from which Jeremiah’s father worked.
v
State the time in which God spoke to Jeremiah.
vi
Write the story of Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet of God.
vii
Explain the significance to all mankind of God's call to Jeremiah in
Jeremiah 1:5.
viii
Explain the significance to the youths today of God's response to
Jeremiah when Jeremiah said he cannot speak because he is just a
youth.
2.Acted parables
i
Define "acted parable".
ii
Identify acted parables as used by Jeremiah.
iii
Give reasons why an acted parable was needed by the people of
Judah.
3. Acted parable
iv
Describe the story of the linen briefs shown in Jeremiah 13:1-11.
of the "linen
v
Order events in the linen parable, either in written texts or pictures, in
briefs (shorts)"
the order in which they occurred.
vi
State the purpose of the linen briefs' parable.
Give reasons for the acted parable of the linen briefs.
vii
Describe the main messages in the parable of the linen briefs.
viii
Explain the important messages of the linen briefs parable to us today.
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4. Acted parable
of the "Potter and
clay"

ix
x
xi
xii
xiii
xiv

5. Warnings to
Israel & Judah

i

ii
iii
iv

v
vi
6. Call for Israel
to repent

i
ii

7.
Consequences
of sin –
immediate,
destruction of
Jerusalem

i

ii

Write in own words the story of the potter's house. (Jer 18:1-11)
List the actions of the potter with the clay observed by Jeremiah.
Order events in the potter and clay parable, either in written texts or
pictures, in the sequences in which they occurred.
State the purpose of the potter and clay parable.
Give the reasons for the acted parable of the potter and the clay.
Describe the main messages in the parable of the potter and clay.
Explain the important messages in the potter and the clay parable to us
today.
Identify three different sins (moral, social and religious) of Judah in the
following texts:
 Jeremiah 6:13 - from youngest to old, all are covetous and prophet
and priests all deal falsely.
 Jeremiah 5:1,2 - tell lies, lie under oath,
 Jeremiah 5:3) - refuse to repent,
 Jeremiah 5:5 - leaders do not keep God's commandments,
 Jeremiah 5:7 - children pray to idols, youths commit adultery at
brothels and desires after the neighbour's wife,
 Jeremiah 5:13 - prophets do not really speak for God,
 Jeremiah 5:23 - stubborn and rebellious heart who have turned
away from God,
 Jeremiah 5:28 - prosper but do not support the fatherless, do not
defend the rights of the needy,
 Jeremiah 5:31 - prophets prophesy falsely, priests rule by their
own power,
 Jeremiah 7:24 - did not obey or incline their ear, follow the dictates
of their own hearts, backsliding,
 Jeremiah 9:13-14 - forsaken God's law, not obey God's voice, not
walk according to God's voice, walked according to the dictates of their
own hearts and Baal's,
Relate a given sin to the part of the ten commandments affected.
Explain the extent in which a given sin affects the relationship of the
Israelis with God.
In the book of Jeremiah, list at least two good things that God reminded
the people of Judah He had done for Judah in the past. (Shown in Jer
10:12; Jer 33:19; Jer 2:3; Jer 2:7; Jer 11:4; Jer 5:20; Jer 33:21)
Give reasons for God reminding Judah of the goodness He has done
during Jeremiah’s time.
Explain the nature of God revealed by Jeremiah in God’s reminders to
Israel.
State what God wants from the sinful people of Israel during Jeremiah’s
time. (Jer 4:1; Jer 4:4; Jer 26:13)
Explain the characters of God revealed in his requests for the sinful
people of Israel.
Identify one of the consequences of sin which Jeremiah said would
happen to the land of Judah if they did not return to God and obey his
words. (Shown in Jer 4:13, Jer 5:15-17, Jer 6:2-3; Jer 10:17; Jer 20:4;
Jer 25:9-11)
Explain the historical importance of God's judgement on Judah during
Jeremiah’s time on the lives of the Jewish people.
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8. The future
restoration of
Israel

i

Identify God's restoration promise to Israel after her punishment. (Jer
30:3; Jer 30:10; Jer 30:18; Jer 31:4,5; Jer 31:24; Jer 23:5-6; Jer 31:31)

1
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ii

Describe what God will do to restore Israel and Judah after their
punishment.
Give reasons for the importance of God's restoration promise.
Explain the characters of God revealed in His restoration promise to
Israel and Judah.
State the Lord's old covenant with Israel when He led them out of Egypt.
(Jer 33:14-22) Define a "covenant".
State what happened to the Lord's old covenant with Israel. (Jer 31:3134; Jer 33:21,22)
Describe the Lord's new covenant with Israel. (Jer 31:33,34)
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Give at least two reasons why the Lord's old covenant with Israel needs
renewal. (Jer 31:31,32)
Explain how the new covenant meant Jesus Christ. (Jer 31:33,34 & Jer
33:14-16)
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Name the mother of Jesus.
Name the father of Jesus.
Describe how Mary first knew that she will be the mother of Jesus.
Describe how Joseph first knew that Mary is with child (with Jesus).
Describe Joseph’s initial reactions to Jesus’ being conceived by the
Holy Spirit.
Relate the link between God’s prophecy in Eden after the Fall, and with
Jesus.
Use Isaiah 9:6 to list the different names Jesus was predicted to be
called by.
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Explain the meaning of each of the names Jesus was predicted to be
called by in Isaiah 9:6.
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iii

Use Bible texts to explain why Jesus was born in Bethlehem, not
Nazareth.
Discuss the significance of Jesus being born in a manger given the
prophecy in Isaiah 7:14.
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i

Use Bible texts from Luke 2:1-20 to outline the major events from
Jesus’s birth to childhood years.
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ii

Identify from a map of Palestine in the times of Jesus, the routes his
parent’s travelled during Jesus’ babyhood to childhood.
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iii
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v

Define baptism
Explain what baptism symbolises or implies in the Christian world today.
Study the following scriptures, and outline the events that took place in
Jesus' baptism: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23
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iii
iv
9. The new
covenant and
the new king of
the line of
David.( Jer
31:31-34; Jer
33:14-22)

i
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iv
v

11.3.10. Stories from the New Testament – Jesus Christ
1. Jesus Christ
of Nazareth's
birth. (Mathew,
Mark, Luke,
John)

i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi

2. Jesus' various
names or titles.

i

iv
3. Life at
childhood.
(Mathew, Mark,
Luke, John)
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4. Jesus'
baptism

i

Explain why John the Baptist would have prevented baptising Jesus in
Mathew 3:14.
Explain the differences in Jesu's baptism compared with his
messenger's (John the Baptist).
Discuss the significance of Jesus' baptism to human kind.
State Jesus' age when he began his ministry on Earth.
Name the town where Jesus had his first miracle.
Use Bible texts from John 2:1-11 to outline events involved in Jesus'
first miracle.
Identify the persona that led Jesus to the wilderness to be tempted.
State two things that happened to Jesus in the wilderness.
List the four living entities that were in the wilderness with Jesus. (Mark
1:12-14)
Analyse the Bible texts on the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness
(Mathew 4:1-11; Luke 4:2-13) and explain the key areas on which Jesus
was tempted by the devil.
Give two immediate results identified in John 2:1-11 of Jesus' first
miracle.
Define beatitude
Identify the characters in the beatitudes in Mathew 2:5-11.
Describe the blessing to be received by each character in the beatitudes
in Mathew 2:5-11.
Explain the significance of the beatitudes to the listeners in Jesus'
sermon in Mathew 2:5-11.
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i

Identify one of Jesus' miracles.
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ii

State the type of miracles (healing, exorcisms, raising from the dead,
nature miracles)
Describe the selected miracle of Jesus including where, when and how
it happened.
Give reasons why Jesus' miracle was successful.
Relate how Jesus' miracles reveal about Jesus as a person.
Relate how Jesus' miracles reveal about Jesus as a Son of God.
Compare the miracle you have selected to the events in Mark 6:1-6, and
explain the most important ingredient required for Jesus to perform a
miracle on any person.
Explain why the selected miracle by Jesus impress your faith in him as
the Saviour of the world.
One of Jesus' miracle was in healing the epileptic son in Mathew 17:1421, describe the events before, during and after the miracle.
Explain why the disciples were not able to heal the epileptic son in
Mathew 17:14-21.
List Jesus' solutions to this specific kinds of demon in Mathew 17:14-21.
Explain how Jesus' solutions to the specific kinds of demon in Mathew
17:14-21 relates to how one should live today.
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5. Temptation
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6. Jesus'
sermon on the
mount beatitudes.
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7. Jesus'
miracles
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viii
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8. Jesus'
parables.

i

Identify Jesus' parables.
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ii

Give reasons as to why Jesus teach using parables. Use Bible texts to
support your reasons.
Describe a given parable made by Jesus.
Explain why Jesus told the given parable at that specific time.
Explain how the given parable is to be interpreted.
Discuss the significance of the given parable to our lives today.
State a given number of Jesus' teachings. (refer Appendix ….. For
some examples of Jesus' teachings.)
Explain the significance of a given number of Jesus' teachings.
Describe issues raised in Jesus' times because of his teachings.
Discuss challenges of applying Jesus' teachings in the 21st century.
Describe Jesus' teachings about the characters of God.
Describe Jesus' teachings about his own characters (Jesus').
Describe Jesus' teachings about the characters of the Holy Spirit.
Describe Jesus' teachings about the natural characteristics of man.
Describe Jesus' teachings about the most appropriate relationship
between God and man.
Describe Jesus' teachings about the most appropriate relationship
between men.
Describe Jesus' teachings about salvation.
Describe Jesus' teachings about faith.
Describe Jesus' teachings about sin and its consequences.
Describe Jesus' teachings about the end times.
Identify events in Jesus' life that shows opposition to him.
Describe events in Jesus' life that shows opposition to him.
Give reasons why there were oppositions to Jesus in any given event.
Describe Jesus' attitudes to the oppositions in any given event.
Relate what one learns from Jesus' attitudes to oppositions.
Name people connected to Jesus.
State how any given person(s) was connected to Jesus.
Describe how different people were connected with the life of Jesus.
Describe what these encounters reveal about Jesus.
Describe what these encounters reveal about Jesus' teachings.
Describe what these encounters reveal about Jesus' work.
Explain the significance of these encounters with Jesus. (e.g. John the
Baptist with Jesus)
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Identify the books in the Bible that are known as the four gospels.
Define gospel.
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9. Jesus'
teachings
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10. Conflict and
opposition to
Jesus (Mathew,
Mark, Luke,
John)



11. People
connected to
Jesus
[Disciples,

Mary,
Joseph,
John the
Baptist,
those in
need of
healing,
Sadducees,
Pharisees,
Priest
Caiaphas]
(Mathew, Mark,
Luke, John)
12. Nature of
the Gospels.

xi
xii
xiii
xiv
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i
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iii
iv
v

Describe the gospels in the Bible.
Describe the main characteristics of the gospels in the Bible.
Explain the meaning of "good news" in the gospels.
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13. Key
events in
Jesus' life
(Mathew,
Mark, Luke,
John)

i
ii
iii
iv

Identify key events in Jesus' life.
Describe the key event(s) in Jesus' life.
Describe what the event(s) reveal about Jesus.
Describe what the event(s) reveal about the teaching and work of
Jesus.
v
Explain the meaning of given event(s) in Jesus' life.
vi
Provide well supported argument of whether the event is symbolic or
not.
vii
Discuss the significance of the event(s) to people living in the 21st
century.
11.3.11 Stories from the New Testament – Apostle Peter & Missionary Paul
1. Apostle
i
State the role of Peter in the early church.
Peter and
ii
Describe the work done by Peter in building the early church.
extending the
iii
Describe given success(es) in Peter's work, (eg. Healing at Lydda –
Church (limited
Acts 9:32-35)
to that in the
iv
Describe the event when Peter converted Cornelius. (Acts 10:1-48, Acts
book of Acts)
11:1-18)
v
Explain the significance of the conversion of Cornelius to us today. (Acts
10:1-48, Acts 11:1-18)
2. Missionary
i
State the role of Paul in extending the early church.
Paul (limited to
ii
Describe the importance of Paul in spreading the church (e.g. In
that in the book
missionary journeys)
of Acts)
iii
Identify two of the strategies used by Paul in his missionary work.
iv
Describe two of the strategies used by Paul in his missionary work. (can
include his speeches (e.g. His speech at Athens.)
v
Describe Paul's relationship with Barnabas (eg. Initially Barnabas was
leader over Paul)
vi
Explain the effectiveness of two of Paul's missionary strategies in
extending the early church.
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STRAND 4: Bible Teachings
Minimum Suggested Teaching Time: 5 weeks
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate understanding of the basic Christian teachings

derived from the Bible and value human existence as created beings with desired characteristics and
attitudes and hope for the future.
STRAND 11.4: BIBLE TEACHINGS
What students

What students are able to DO

are to KNOW
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11.4.1. Trinity (God the father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit)
1. God Heads
and their

i
ii

characteristics

ii
iii

iv
iv

v

Identify the number of supreme God from these texts, Deuteronomy 6:4
and Psalm 83:18.
Describe, using examples, these characters of God the Father in terms
of:
a.
God is love - 1 John 4:8;
b.
God is self-existent – Act 17:28;
c.
God is not changeable – Malachi 3:6;
d.
God is omniscient (knows what was, what is and what will be – all
knowing) – Proverbs 15:3;
e.
God is omnipotent (a ruler over all – all powerful);
f.
God is faithful – Deuteronomy 7:9;
g.
God is holy – 1 Peter 1:16 & Hosea 11:8
Read the following texts and explain why Jesus Christ is also a God.
(John 1:1, John 1:14 and Colossians 1:15-16)
Describe, using examples, some of the basic characters of Jesus Christ
in terms of:
a.
Jesus is compassionate – Mathew 9:36; Mathew 15:32;
b.
Jesus is a healer – Mathew 14:14; Mathew 20:34;
c.
Jesus is humble (a servant) – Mark 10:45;
d.
Jesus is merciful and forgiving – Luke 23:34; Hebrew 4:15;
e.
Jesus is obedient – Luke 2:51; Hebrew 5:8; Mathew 26:39;
f.
Jesus is merciful and forgiving – Luke 23:34; 1 John 1:9;
g.
Jesus is patient – 2 Peter 3:9;
Identify from John 14:16-17, 26 and Acts 5:32 the one who sent the Holy
Spirit (or Spirit of Truth) to the Earth.
Describe, using examples, TWO of the basic characters and roles of the
Holy Spirit in terms of:
a.
Convicts hearts of the badness of sin – John 16:8-11;
b.
Convince hearts of the goodness of righteousness – John 16:8-11;
c.
Convince hearts of the certainty of judgement – John 16:8-11;
d.
Attracts and wins people to Christ – John 16:14-15
e.
Guides to all truths – John 16:13; John 14:26;
f.
Guides and inspires the writers of the Holy Bible – 2 Peter 1:20,21;
g.
Not able to speak on his own authority – John 16: 13;
h.
Can only speak what he hears – John 16:
i.
Can inform men of what is to happen in the future – John 16:13
j.
Revelator of Jesus Christ to men – John 16:14
k.
Fruits of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22

Explain why the Holy Spirit is also a God. (Can use Acts 5:1-5 and
characteristics of the Holy Spirit to support your answer)

11.4.2. Creation and Sabbath day
1. Creator and
how creation was
done.

i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi
vii
viii
ix
x

1. Relative
atonement of sin
with Jesus Christ.

i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi
vii
viii
ix
x

SL

Name the Creator of the heavens and the earth.
Describe how the heavens and the earth were created.
State the number of days in which the heavens and the earth were
created.
State the day in which the first man and woman were created.
State the image in which human was created. (Gen 1:27)
Describe the purposes of the creation of humanity. (Gen 1:26-28; Psalm
8:3-8; Isaiah 43:6-7)
Identify the day of rest during the creation day.
List two things the Creator did to the day he rested from his creation.
Describe how a day was stated in the creation story.
Explain the differences of how a day is determined in the 21st century
from when it was done during the creation.
11.4.3. Salvation in Christ alone
Define salvation, atonement.
Outline the steps to be taken by the sinning Israelites to obtain God’s
forgiveness in Moses’ times. Use texts in Leviticus 1:3-4 to respond.
Give a reason for the laying of hands on the head of the burnt offering in
Leviticus 1:3-4.
Give reasons for the need for human kind to make amends for their sins.
(James 4:4, Rom 5:12, Col 1:21)
Compare the burnt sacrifices done by Israelis before Jesus’ times
(Leviticus 1:3-4) to Jesus dying on the cross and explain the similarities.
Contrast the burnt sacrifices done by Israelis before Jesus’ times
(Leviticus 1:3-4) to Jesus dying on the cross and explain the differences.
Explain the importance of Jesus Christ dying on the cross for the
atonement of sin (Rom 5:10, 12-21) of all human kind.
Define faith.
Describe the importance to salvation of having faith in Jesus Christ.
Discuss the significance of Jesus Christ’s statement in John 14:6 to
human kind’s salvation through Christ alone.

4. End Times
1. Great
tribulations

i
ii
iii
iv
v

1. The return of
the Son of Man.

i
ii
iii
iv
v
vi

Identify the Son of Man in Mathew 24:27.
State THREE actions that Jesus said in John 13:1-3 He will do.
List the events that will happen in the days after the tribulation,
according to Jesus in Mathew 24:29.
Describe what Jesus said will happen after the great tribulation in
Mathew 24:29-31.
Describe how the Son of Man returns to Earth in Mathew 24:30-31.
Explain the importance of the second coming to all human kind. (Mark
13:41-43)

Explanatory Notes:
1. Salvation: State of being saved from evil and its effect.
2. Atonement: Making amends for sin or wrong doing.
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Define tribulation
Describe the greatness of the tribulation foretold by Jesus in Mathew
24:21-22 and Mark 13:19-20.
State those that will be saved, according to Jesus, during those tribulation
days.
State ONE factor during the tribulation days that even the elect person
will be deceived by as warned by Jesus in Mathew 24:23-24.
Describe Jesus’ warnings about false prophets and false Christs in the
time of tribulation.
11.4.5. Second Coming
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6) SOLO TAXONOMY
SOLO taxonomy is a classification of the learning outcomes known as the Structured of Observed Learning
Outcomes. The learning outcomes are structured in a way that are measurable and clear and clearly links
planning, teaching, learning and assessment. SOLO in itself is a teaching and learning model that focuses
on scaffolding student learning to achieve deeper thinking skills through development from concrete to
abstract, simple to complex and from known to unknown.
SOLO taxonomy is simple and comprises of four phases or levels of thinking skills that are progressive
from rote learning skills to more complex skills.
Skill Level
In this syllabus and prescription, each Do Statement is assigned a skill level.
This skill level is to indicate the quantity and quality of student thinking that is demonstrated when the student
performs or responds to a task like an activity or an exam question. The skill level is based on the Structured
of Observed Learning Outcomes (SOLO) Taxonomy and has a discrete scale of either 1, 2, 3, or 4. This
scale increases in the complexity and difficulty in the thinking processes from 1 to 4.
A skill level 1 is called the Uni-Structural Level.
Skill level 2 is called the Multi-Structural Level.
Skill level 3 is the Relational Level and
Skill level 4 is the Extended Abstract Level.
Description of Skill Levels
Skill level 1 or Uni-structural is assigned to a Do Statement where student response requires the knowledge
or use of only one piece of given information, fact, or idea, obtained directly from the problem.
Skill level 2 or Multi-structural is assigned to a Do Statement where student response is increasing in
quantity from Skill level 2. The Do Statement requires knowledge or use of more than one piece of given
information, facts, or ideas, each used separately, or in two or more separate steps, with no mixing or
combining of the ideas.
Skill level 3 or Relational is assigned to a Do Statement where student response requires mixing or combining
of at least two separate pieces of given knowledge, information, facts, or ideas, which when working together
complete the task or answer exam question. The student is required to carry out an organising pattern on the
given material.

Skill level 4 or Extended Abstract is assigned to a Do Statement where student response requires to go
beyond the given information, knowledge or ideas and determine a more general rule or proof that applies to all
cases. The student is expected to think beyond the given and use related, prior knowledge, ideas, or
information in order to create an answer, prediction, or hypothesis that extends beyond the given to a wider
range of situations.

7) TOTAL SKILL ALLOCATION
This section summarises all the Do Statements in the previous section 5 (Know and Do Statements) that are
to be taught in the classroom in the year of examination.
It provides an overall view of the distribution of all the Do Statements in each Strand/ Sub-strand according
to the skill level and whether they are to be assessed externally (EA) or internally (IA). The summarisation
is presented on the Total Skill Allocation Table, and it shows the number of Do Statements that are to be
taught.
The Table of Total Skill Allocation prepares the Examiner to know the relative distribution of Do Statements
across the skills levels and across the Strands/Sub-strands or Units.
The Examiner should use this Table when determining the number of Do Statements per Strand/ Sub-strand
or Unit to be examined in the end of year external assessment paper. The Do Statements to be examined
in the external examination paper should be in similar proportion to what is taught in the classroom, and
presented in the Total Skill Allocation Table.
Teachers can also use this Table of Total Skill Allocation to design their own Examination Blueprint for their
in-school written paper assessment like the mid-year or end-of-year examination.
Understanding the terms in the Table of Total Skill Allocation:
Total Skill Score or Total Weight
The total skill score is simply the sum of all the skill levels of relevant Do Statements. For example, there are 6
Do Statements recorded under Skill Level 2 or Uni-structural. This means the total skill score is 6 times 2 or 12.
The total skill score means the same as the term total weight in this syllabus and prescription.
The total skill score or total weight in the Table of Total Skill Allocation indirectly indicates the period of time in
which teaching and learning is expected on each strand/sub-strand or unit.
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Total Skill Allocation for Class 11
The following matrix summarises ALL the Do Statements in the Syllabus for Class 11. It shows the number of Do Statements per Strand and/ or Sub-strand by skill level
and by assessment type. The Total Skill Score or Total Weight is the sum of all the skill values of the relevant Do Statements.
Skill Level
Strand

STRAND 11.1:
Books of the
Bible

STRAND 11.2:
Geographical
Settings in the
Bible

STRAND 11.3:
The Bible
Stories

Sub-strand

UniStructural

MultiStructural

Relational

Abstract

Total
DS

Total Skill
Levels or
TOTAL
WEIGHT

1.

Characteristics

6

0

1

0

7

9

2.
3.

Canon of Books in the Bible
Apocrypha

2
2

5
4

4
2

1
0

12
8

28
16

1.

Major sites in the Old Testament

0

4

2

0

6

14

2.

Major sites in the New Testament

0

2

0

0

2

4

1.
Stories from the Old Testament – Adam
and Eve

6

16

7

1

30

63

1
3
2
2

1
7
8

2.
Bible Stories from the Old Testament Noah, the ark and his children

13

17

7

1

37

69

3.
Stories from the Old Testament - The
Patriarchs: Abraham

12

9

8

1

30

58

4.
Stories from the Old Testament - The
Patriarch: Isaac

6

3

2

0

11

18

5.
Stories from the Old Testament: Patriarchs
- Jacob and Esau

2

5

2

2

11

26

46

Percentage
Distribution
of the Total
Weight of
EA skills

7

2
3

6.

Stories from the Old Testament - Kings

15

15

11

3

44

90

7.
Stories from the Old Testament: The
Matriarchs

7

10

5

2

24

50

8.
Stories from the Old Testament: The
Prophets - Isaiah

10

11

3

1

25

45

STRAND 11.4:
Bible Teachings

15

13

15

0

43

86

10. Stories from the New Testament – Jesus
Christ

21

37

23

5

86

184

5

21
2

3

6

2

11

21

6

1. Trinity (God the father, God the son and God
the Holyspirit) and their characteristics.

2

24

2

0

27

53

2. Creation and Sabbath day
3. Salvation in Christ alone
4. End Times – Great tribulations
5. Second Coming

6
1
3
0

3
4
2
4

1
3
0
1

0
1
0
0

10
9
5
5

15
22
7
11

Total Do Statements

132

194

102

18

443

Total Weight

132

388

297

72

47

6

10

9.
Stories from the Old Testament: The
Prophets - Jeremiah

11.
Stories from the New Testament – Apostle
Peter & Missionary Paul

10

889

2
2
1
1
100%

8)

ASSESSMENTS
i.

Assessment Allocation

The Standard Weight allocation for this prescription is 100. The assessment is in one part only, that is, an external assessment at the end of the year with the following
distribution of skill levels:
External
Assessment

Uni
structural

Skill Levels
Multi
Relational
structural

Extended
Abstract

TOTAL

Number of DS

20

15

10

5

50

Total Weight

20

30

30

20

100

TOTAL

External Assessment = 100 Total Weight
ii. External Assessment
There will be a 3 hours end-of-year external examination. The examination will be in written form and will test a range of knowledge and skills specified in this prescription.
All learning outcomes will be represented in the examination.
The Examination Blueprint Table below is to assist the Examiner (Teacher/External Examiner) to plan the written paper assessment (with the help of the Total Skill
Allocation Table and the Assessment Allocation Table). The External Examiner and Teachers alike are expected to use the Suggested Percentage in the last column of
the Examination Blueprint Table as a guide to the proportion per Strand/ or Sub-strand to be examined in the external examination paper.
The Total Skill Allocation Table informs the Examiner of the number of DS available per Strand or Sub-strand at each skill level to select from and examine in the written
paper.
The Assessment Allocation Table above directs the Examiner on the total DS per skill level that must be included in the written assessment.
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Examination Blueprint for Class 11
Strand

Skill Levels

Major Learning Outcomes

Uni
structural

Multi
structural

Relational

Extended
Abstract

Total
DS

STRAND 1: Books of the Bible
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate
understanding of the general characteristics of the Bible and
how its books were determined.

Suggested
Percentage

6

STRAND 2: Geographical settings in the Bible.
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate
understanding of the major geographical settings of the Bible
in the Old and New Testament times.

3

STRAND 3: Bible Stories
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate
79

understanding of selected stories in the Bible, and their
implications to life today.
STRAND 4: Bible Teachings
Learning Outcome: Students are able to demonstrate

understanding of the basic Christian teachings derived from
the Bible.
Number of externally assessed Do Statements

49

12

20

15

10

5

50

100

REFERENCE
1. Resources – Bible Extracts from Bible Gateway (www.biblegateway.com)
New King James Version (NKJV)
Genesis 3
The Temptation and Fall of Man
1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any
beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said,
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”
2 And

the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat
the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it,
lest you die.’”
4 Then

the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.”
6 So

when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
coverings.
8 And

they heard the sound of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the
garden.
9 Then

the LORD God called to Adam and said to
him, “Where are you?”
he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden,
and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid
myself.”

12 Then

the man said, “The woman whom You gave
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.”
13 And

the LORD God said to the woman, “What is
this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I
ate.”
14 So

the LORD God said to the serpent:

“Because you have done this,
You are cursed more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field;
On your belly you shall go,
And you shall eat dust
All the days of your life.
15 And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,
And you shall bruise His heel.”
16 To

the woman He said:
“I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your
conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;
Your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you.”
17 Then

to Adam He said, “Because you have
heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from
the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You
shall not eat of it’:
“Cursed is the ground for your sake;
In toil you shall eat of it
All the days of your life.
18 Both

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you,
And you shall eat the herb of the field.

10 So

11 And

He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you that you should not eat?”

19 In

the sweat of your face you shall eat bread
Till you return to the ground,
For out of it you were taken;
For dust you are,
And to dust you shall return.”
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20 And

Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because
she was the mother of all living.
for Adam and his wife the LORD God made
tunics of skin, and clothed them.

hundred and thirty years, and had sons and
daughters. 17 So all the days of Mahalalel were
eight hundred and ninety-five years; and he died.

21 Also

22 Then

the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has
become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And
now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the
tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore
the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to
till the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He
drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the
east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to guard the way to the
tree of life.

Genesis 5: New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Family of Adam
1 This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the
day that God created man, He made him in the
likeness of God. 2 He created them male and
female, and blessed them and called them Mankind
in the day they were created. 3 And Adam lived one
hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his
own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.
4 After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight
hundred years; and he had sons and daughters.
5 So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred
and thirty years; and he died.
6 Seth

lived one hundred and five years, and begot
Enosh. 7 After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight
hundred and seven years, and had sons and
daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth were nine
hundred and twelve years; and he died.
9 Enosh

lived ninety years, and begot Cainan.[a]
10 After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred
and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters.
11 So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and
five years; and he died.
12 Cainan

lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel.
he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight
hundred and forty years, and had sons and
daughters. 14 So all the days of Cainan were nine
hundred and ten years; and he died.
13 After

15 Mahalalel
16 After

lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared.
he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight

18 Jared

lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and
begot Enoch. 19 After he begot Enoch, Jared lived
eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters.
20 So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and
sixty-two years; and he died.
21 Enoch

lived sixty-five years, and begot
Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch
walked with God three hundred years, and had
sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch
were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And
Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God
took him.
25 Methuselah

lived one hundred and eighty-seven
years, and begot Lamech. 26 After he begot
Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and
eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters.
27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred
and sixty-nine years; and he died.
28 Lamech

lived one hundred and eighty-two years,
and had a son. 29 And he called his name Noah,
saying, “This one will comfort us concerning our
work and the toil of our hands, because of the
ground which the LORD has cursed.” 30 After he
begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninetyfive years, and had sons and daughters. 31 So all
the days of Lamech were seven hundred and
seventy-seven years; and he died.
32 And

Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah
begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Genesis 6: New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Wickedness and Judgment of Man
1 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply
on the face of the earth, and daughters were born
to them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters
of men, that they were beautiful; and they took
wives for themselves of all whom they chose.
3 And

the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive[a] with
man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days
shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 4 There
were giants on the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the
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daughters of men and they bore children to them.
Those were the mighty men who were of old, men
of renown.

shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for
you and for them.”
22 Thus

5 Then

LORD[b]

the
saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And
the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the
earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the
LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry
that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found grace in
the eyes of the LORD.

Noah Pleases God
9 This

is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just
man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with
God. 10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.
11 The

earth also was corrupt before God, and the
earth was filled with violence. 12 So God looked
upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all
flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

The Ark Prepared
13 And

God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has
come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and behold, I will destroy them with
the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopherwood;
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and
outside with pitch. 15 And this is how you shall make
it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty
cubits. 16 You shall make a window for the ark, and
you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the
door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with
lower, second, and third decks. 17 And behold, I
Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to
destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the
breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall
die. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and
you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife,
and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living
thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall
be male and female. 20 Of the birds after their kind,
of animals after their kind, and of every creeping
thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will
come to you to keep them alive. 21 And you shall
take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you

Noah did; according to all that God
commanded him, so he did.

Genesis 7: New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Great Flood
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Come into the ark,
you and all your household, because I have seen
that you are righteous before Me in this generation.
2 You shall take with you seven each of every clean
animal, a male and his female; two each of animals
that are unclean, a male and his female; 3 also
seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to
keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.
4 For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on
the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will
destroy from the face of the earth all living things
that I have made.” 5 And Noah did according to all
that the LORD commanded him. 6 Noah was six
hundred years old when the floodwaters were on
the earth.
7 So

Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’
wives, went into the ark because of the waters of
the flood. 8 Of clean animals, of animals that are
unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps on
the earth, 9 two by two they went into the ark to
Noah, male and female, as God had commanded
Noah. 10 And it came to pass after seven days that
the waters of the flood were on the earth. 11 In the
six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that
day all the fountains of the great deep were broken
up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
12 And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty
nights.
13 On

the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the
three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark—
14 they and every beast after its kind, all cattle after
their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind,
every bird of every sort. 15 And they went into the
ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the
breath of life. 16 So those that entered, male and
female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded
him; and the LORD shut him in.
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17 Now

the flood was on the earth forty days. The
waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose
high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and
greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved
about on the surface of the waters. 19 And the
waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all
the high hills under the whole heaven were
covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits
upward, and the mountains were covered. 21 And all
flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle
and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth, and every man. 22 All in whose nostrils
was the breath of the spirit[a] of life, all that was on
the dry land, died. 23 So He destroyed all living
things which were on the face of the ground: both
man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air.
They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah
and those who were with him in the ark remained
alive. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth one
hundred and fifty days.

Genesis 8: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Noah’s Deliverance
1 Then God remembered Noah, and every living
thing, and all the animals that were with him in the
ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth,
and the waters subsided. 2 The fountains of the
deep and the windows of heaven were also
stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained.
3 And the waters receded continually from the earth.
At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters
decreased. 4 Then the ark rested in the seventh
month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the
mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters decreased
continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month,
on the first day of the month, the tops of the
mountains were seen.
6 So

it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that
Noah opened the window of the ark which he had
made. 7 Then he sent out a raven, which kept going
to and fro until the waters had dried up from the
earth. 8 He also sent out from himself a dove, to see
if the waters had receded from the face of the
ground. 9 But the dove found no resting place for
the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to
him, for the waters were on the face of the whole
earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and
drew her into the ark to himself. 10 And he waited
yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove
out from the ark. 11 Then the dove came to him in

the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf
was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters
had receded from the earth. 12 So he waited yet
another seven days and sent out the dove, which
did not return again to him anymore.
13 And

it came to pass in the six hundred and first
year, in the first month, the first day of the month,
that the waters were dried up from the earth; and
Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked,
and indeed the surface of the ground was dry.
14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh
day of the month, the earth was dried.
15 Then

God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of
the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your
sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every
living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and
cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and
be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah
went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives with him. 19 Every animal, every creeping
thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth,
according to their families, went out of the ark.

God’s Covenant with Creation
20 Then

Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of
every clean animal and of every clean bird, and
offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the LORD
smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in
His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for
man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s
heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy
every living thing as I have done.
22 “While

the earth remains,
Seedtime and harvest,
Cold and heat,
Winter and summer,
And day and night
Shall not cease.”

Genesis 9: New King James
Version (NKJV)
God’s Promise to Noah
1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to
them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.[a]
2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be
on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air,
on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of
the sea. They are given into your hand. 3 Every
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moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have
given you all things, even as the green herbs. 4 But
you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
5 Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning;
from the hand of every beast I will require it, and
from the hand of man. From the hand of every
man’s brother I will require the life of man.

Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of
his father, and told his two brothers outside. 23 But
Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both
their shoulders, and went backward and covered
the nakedness of their father. Their faces were
turned away, and they did not see their father’s
nakedness.

6 “Whoever

24 So

sheds man’s blood,
By man his blood shall be shed;
For in the image of God
He made man.
7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply;
Bring forth abundantly in the earth
And multiply in it.”
8 Then

God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him,
saying: 9 “And as for Me, behold, I establish My
covenant with you and with your descendants[b]
after you, 10 and with every living creature that is
with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of
the earth with you, of all that go out of the ark,
every beast of the earth. 11 Thus I establish My
covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut
off by the waters of the flood; never again shall
there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
12 And

God said: “This is the sign of the covenant
which I make between Me and you, and every living
creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:
13 I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for
the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.
14 It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth,
that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 15 and I
will remember My covenant which is between Me
and you and every living creature of all flesh; the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy
all flesh. 16 The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I
will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.” 17 And God said to Noah, “This
is the sign of the covenant which I have established
between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Noah and His Sons
18 Now

the sons of Noah who went out of the ark
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And Ham was the
father of Canaan. 19 These three were the sons of
Noah, and from these the whole earth was
populated.
20 And

Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a
vineyard. 21 Then he drank of the wine and was
drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. 22 And

Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his
younger son had done to him. 25 Then he said:
“Cursed be Canaan;
A servant of servants
He shall be to his brethren.”
26 And

he said:

“Blessed be the LORD,
The God of Shem,
And may Canaan be his servant.
27 May God enlarge Japheth,
And may he dwell in the tents of Shem;
And may Canaan be his servant.”
28 And

Noah lived after the flood three hundred and
fifty years. 29 So all the days of Noah were nine
hundred and fifty years; and he died.

Genesis 10: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Nations Descended from Noah
1 Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to
them after the flood.
2 The

sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai,
Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of
Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath,[a] and Togarmah.
4 The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim,
and Dodanim.[b] 5 From these the coastland peoples
of the Gentiles were separated into their lands,
everyone according to his language, according to
their families, into their nations.
6 The

sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put,[c] and
Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah,
Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of
Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.
8 Cush

begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one
on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the
LORD; therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod the mighty
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hunter before the LORD.” 10 And the beginning of his
kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in
the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went to
Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah,
12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is
the principal city).
13 Mizraim

begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim,
Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from
whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim).
15 Canaan

begot Sidon his firstborn, and Heth;
Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite;
17 the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite; 18 the
Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite.
Afterward the families of the Canaanites were
dispersed. 19 And the border of the Canaanites was
from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza;
then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These were the
sons of Ham, according to their families, according
to their languages, in their lands and in their
nations.
16 the

21 And

children were born also to Shem, the father
of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth
the elder. 22 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur,
Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram
were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.[d] 24 Arphaxad
begot Salah,[e] and Salah begot Eber. 25 To Eber
were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg,
for in his days the earth was divided; and his
brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan begot
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,
27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal,[f] Abimael,
Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were
the sons of Joktan. 30 And their dwelling place was
from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the
mountain of the east. 31 These were the sons of
Shem, according to their families, according to their
languages, in their lands, according to their nations.
32 These

were the families of the sons of Noah,
according to their generations, in their nations; and
from these the nations were divided on the earth
after the flood.

Genesis 12: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Promises to Abram
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram:

“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you.
2 I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”
4 So

Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to
him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from
Haran. 5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they
had gathered, and the people whom they had
acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the
land of Canaan. So they came to the land of
Canaan. 6 Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of
Moreh.[a] And the Canaanites were then in the land.
7 Then

the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To
your descendants I will give this land.” And there he
built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
8 And he moved from there to the mountain east of
Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the
west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to
the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 9 So
Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.[b]

Abram in Egypt
10 Now

there was a famine in the land, and Abram
went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine
was severe in the land. 11 And it came to pass,
when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said
to Sarai his wife, “Indeed I know that you are a
woman of beautiful countenance. 12 Therefore it will
happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will
say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they
will let you live. 13 Please say you are my sister, that
it may be well with me for your sake, and that I[c]
may live because of you.”
14 So

it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the
Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very
beautiful. 15 The princes of Pharaoh also saw her
and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman
was taken to Pharaoh’s house. 16 He treated Abram
well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male
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donkeys, male and female servants, female
donkeys, and camels.

when the vultures came down on the carcasses,
Abram drove them away.

17 But

12 Now

the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house
with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.
18 And Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is
this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me
that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is
my sister’? I might have taken her as my wife. Now
therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your
way.” 20 So Pharaoh commanded his men
concerning him; and they sent him away, with his
wife and all that he had.

Genesis 15 New King James
Version (NKJV)
God’s Covenant with Abram
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to
Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”
2 But

Abram said, “Lord GOD, what will You give
me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look,
You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in
my house is my heir!”
4 And

behold, the word of the LORD came to him,
saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one
who will come from your own body shall be your
heir.” 5 Then He brought him outside and said,
“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.” And He said to him,
“So shall your descendants be.”
6 And

he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it
to him for righteousness.
7 Then

He said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought
you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to inherit it.”
8 And

he said, “Lord GOD, how shall I know that I
will inherit it?”
9 So

He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old
heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-yearold ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then
he brought all these to Him and cut them in two,
down the middle, and placed each piece opposite
the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And

when the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great
darkness fell upon him. 13 Then He said to Abram:
“Know certainly that your descendants will be
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve
them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.
14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge;
afterward they shall come out with great
possessions. 15 Now as for you, you shall go to your
fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old
age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall return
here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.”
17 And

it came to pass, when the sun went down
and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a
smoking oven and a burning torch that passed
between those pieces. 18 On the same day the
LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying:
“To your descendants I have given this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River
Euphrates— 19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the
Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

Genesis 21 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Isaac Is Born
1 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and
the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2 For
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old
age, at the set time of which God had spoken to
him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son who
was born to him—whom Sarah bore to him—Isaac.
4 Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he
was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
5 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when
his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said,
“God has made me laugh, and all who hear will
laugh with me.” 7 She also said, “Who would have
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children?
For I have borne him a son in his old age.”

Hagar and Ishmael Depart
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8 So

the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham
made a great feast on the same day that Isaac was
weaned.
9 And

Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian,
whom she had borne to Abraham, scoffing.
10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast out this
bondwoman and her son; for the son of this
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely
with Isaac.” 11 And the matter was very displeasing
in Abraham’s sight because of his son.
12 But

God said to Abraham, “Do not let it be
displeasing in your sight because of the lad or
because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has
said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your
seed shall be called. 13 Yet I will also make a nation
of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your
seed.”
14 So

Abraham rose early in the morning, and took
bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her
shoulder, he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent
her away. Then she departed and wandered in the
Wilderness of Beersheba. 15 And the water in the
skin was used up, and she placed the boy under
one of the shrubs. 16 Then she went and sat down
across from him at a distance of about a bowshot;
for she said to herself, “Let me not see the death of
the boy.” So she sat opposite him, and lifted her
voice and wept.

And he said, “Here I am.”
2 Then

He said, “Take now your son, your only son
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which I shall tell you.”
3 So

Abraham rose early in the morning and
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood
for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third
day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar
off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay
here with the donkey; the lad[a] and I will go yonder
and worship, and we will come back to you.”
6 So

Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering
and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in
his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went
together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father
and said, “My father!”
And he said, “Here I am, my son.”
Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 And

Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for
Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of
them went together.

17 And

God heard the voice of the lad. Then the
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and
said to her, “What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for
God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.
18 Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand,
for I will make him a great nation.”

9 Then

19 Then

11 But

God opened her eyes, and she saw a well
of water. And she went and filled the skin with
water, and gave the lad a drink. 20 So God was with
the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness,
and became an archer. 21 He dwelt in the
Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for
him from the land of Egypt.

Genesis 22: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Abraham’s Faith Confirmed
1 Now it came to pass after these things that God
tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!”

they came to the place of which God had
told him. And Abraham built an altar there and
placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his
son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife
to slay his son.
the Angel of the LORD called to him from
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
So he said, “Here I am.”
12 And

He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me.”
13 Then

Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and
there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by
its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.
14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The57

LORD-Will-Provide;[b] as it is said to this day, “In the
Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
15 Then

the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a
second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By Myself I
have sworn, says the LORD, because you have
done this thing, and have not withheld your son,
your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and
multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the
stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the
seashore; and your descendants shall possess the
gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his
young men, and they rose and went together to
Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

Genesis 24: New King James
Version (NKJV)
A Bride for Isaac
1 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and
the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 So
Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house,
who ruled over all that he had, “Please, put your
hand under my thigh, 3 and I will make you swear
by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the
earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from
the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I
dwell; 4 but you shall go to my country and to my
family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”
5 And

the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman
will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I
take your son back to the land from which you
came?”
6 But

Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not
take my son back there. 7 The LORD God of heaven,
who took me from my father’s house and from the
land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore
to me, saying, ‘To your descendants[a] I give this
land,’ He will send His angel before you, and you
shall take a wife for my son from there. 8 And if the
woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be
released from this oath; only do not take my son
back there.” 9 So the servant put his hand under the
thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him
concerning this matter.
10 Then

the servant took ten of his master’s camels
and departed, for all his master’s goods were in his
hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to

the city of Nahor. 11 And he made his camels kneel
down outside the city by a well of water at evening
time, the time when women go out to draw water.
12 Then he said, “O LORD God of my master
Abraham, please give me success this day, and
show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 Behold,
here I stand by the well of water, and the daughters
of the men of the city are coming out to draw water.
14 Now let it be that the young woman to whom I
say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,’
and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give your
camels a drink’—let her be the one You have
appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will
know that You have shown kindness to my master.”
15 And

it happened, before he had finished
speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was born to
Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, came out with her pitcher on
her shoulder. 16 Now the young woman was very
beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known her.
And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher,
and came up. 17 And the servant ran to meet her
and said, “Please let me drink a little water from
your pitcher.”
18 So

she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let
her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him a drink.
19 And when she had finished giving him a drink,
she said, “I will draw water for your camels also,
until they have finished drinking.” 20 Then she
quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back
to the well to draw water, and drew for all his
camels. 21 And the man, wondering at her,
remained silent so as to know whether the LORD
had made his journey prosperous or not.
22 So

it was, when the camels had finished drinking,
that the man took a golden nose ring weighing half
a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing
ten shekels of gold, 23 and said, “Whose daughter
are you? Tell me, please, is there room in your
father’s house for us to lodge?”
24 So

she said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel,
Milcah’s son, whom she bore to Nahor.”
25 Moreover she said to him, “We have both straw
and feed enough, and room to lodge.”
26 Then

the man bowed down his head and
worshiped the LORD. 27 And he said, “Blessed be
the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not
forsaken His mercy and His truth toward my
master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD led
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me to the house of my master’s brethren.” 28 So the
young woman ran and told her mother’s household
these things.
29 Now

Rebekah had a brother whose name was
Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well.
30 So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring,
and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists, and when
he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying,
“Thus the man spoke to me,” that he went to the
man. And there he stood by the camels at the well.
31 And he said, “Come in, O blessed of the LORD!
Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the
house, and a place for the camels.”
32 Then

the man came to the house. And he
unloaded the camels, and provided straw and feed
for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the
feet of the men who were with him. 33 Food was set
before him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I
have told about my errand.”
And he said, “Speak on.”
34 So

he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD
has blessed my master greatly, and he has become
great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver
and gold, male and female servants, and camels
and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a
son to my master when she was old; and to him he
has given all that he has. 37 Now my master made
me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose
land I dwell; 38 but you shall go to my father’s house
and to my family, and take a wife for my son.’
39 And I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will
not follow me.’ 40 But he said to me, ‘The LORD,
before whom I walk, will send His angel with you
and prosper your way; and you shall take a wife for
my son from my family and from my father’s house.
41 You will be clear from this oath when you arrive
among my family; for if they will not give her to you,
then you will be released from my oath.’
42 “And

this day I came to the well and said, ‘O
LORD God of my master Abraham, if You will now
prosper the way in which I go, 43 behold, I stand by
the well of water; and it shall come to pass that
when the virgin comes out to draw water, and I say
to her, “Please give me a little water from your
pitcher to drink,” 44 and she says to me, “Drink, and
I will draw for your camels also,”—let her be the
woman whom the LORD has appointed for my
master’s son.’

45 “But

before I had finished speaking in my heart,
there was Rebekah, coming out with her pitcher on
her shoulder; and she went down to the well and
drew water. And I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’
46 And she made haste and let her pitcher down
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will give
your camels a drink also.’ So I drank, and she gave
the camels a drink also. 47 Then I asked her, and
said, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah
bore to him.’ So I put the nose ring on her nose and
the bracelets on her wrists. 48 And I bowed my head
and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD
God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the
way of truth to take the daughter of my master’s
brother for his son. 49 Now if you will deal kindly and
truly with my master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that
I may turn to the right hand or to the left.”
50 Then

Laban and Bethuel answered and said,
“The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak
to you either bad or good. 51 Here is Rebekah
before you; take her and go, and let her be your
master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.”
52 And

it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant
heard their words, that he worshiped the LORD,
bowing himself to the earth. 53 Then the servant
brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and
clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave
precious things to her brother and to her mother.
54 And

he and the men who were with him ate and
drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the
morning, and he said, “Send me away to my
master.”
55 But

her brother and her mother said, “Let the
young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten;
after that she may go.”
56 And

he said to them, “Do not hinder me, since the
LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that
I may go to my master.”
57 So

they said, “We will call the young woman and
ask her personally.” 58 Then they called Rebekah
and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”
And she said, “I will go.”
59 So

they sent away Rebekah their sister and her
nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And
they blessed Rebekah and said to her:
59

“Our sister, may you become
The mother of thousands of ten thousands;
And may your descendants possess
The gates of those who hate them.”
61 Then

Rebekah and her maids arose, and they
rode on the camels and followed the man. So the
servant took Rebekah and departed.
62 Now

Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi,
for he dwelt in the South. 63 And Isaac went out to
meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his
eyes and looked, and there, the camels were
coming. 64 Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac she dismounted from her camel;
65 for she had said to the servant, “Who is this man
walking in the field to meet us?”
The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took a
veil and covered herself.
66 And

the servant told Isaac all the things that he
had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother
Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebekah and she
became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

Genesis 25: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Abraham and Keturah
1 Abraham again took a wife, and her name was
Keturah. 2 And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan,
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan
begot Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan
were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4 And the
sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch,
Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of
Keturah.
5 And

Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. 6 But
Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines
which Abraham had; and while he was still living he
sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to
the country of the east.

Abraham’s Death and Burial
7 This

is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life
which he lived: one hundred and seventy-five
years. 8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died in
a good old age, an old man and full of years, and
was gathered to his people. 9 And his sons Isaac

and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah,
which is before Mamre, in the field of Ephron the
son of Zohar the Hittite, 10 the field which Abraham
purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham
was buried, and Sarah his wife. 11 And it came to
pass, after the death of Abraham, that God blessed
his son Isaac. And Isaac dwelt at Beer Lahai Roi.

The Families of Ishmael and Isaac
12 Now

this is the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham’s
son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s
maidservant, bore to Abraham. 13 And these were
the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names,
according to their generations: The firstborn of
Ishmael, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,
14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadar,[a] Tema, Jetur,
Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 These were the sons of
Ishmael and these were their names, by their towns
and their settlements, twelve princes according to
their nations. 17 These were the years of the life of
Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years; and
he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to
his people. 18 (They dwelt from Havilah as far as
Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go toward
Assyria.) He died in the presence of all his brethren.
19 This

is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s son.
Abraham begot Isaac. 20 Isaac was forty years old
when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of
Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of
Laban the Syrian. 21 Now Isaac pleaded with the
LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the
LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife
conceived. 22 But the children struggled together
within her; and she said, “If all is well, why am I like
this?” So she went to inquire of the LORD.
23 And

the LORD said to her:

“Two nations are in your womb,
Two peoples shall be separated from your body;
One people shall be stronger than the other,
And the older shall serve the younger.”
24 So

when her days were fulfilled for her to give
birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 25 And
the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment
all over; so they called his name Esau.[b]
26 Afterward his brother came out, and his hand
took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called
Jacob.[c] Isaac was sixty years old when she bore
them.
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27 So

the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter,
a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man,
dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau because
he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Esau Sells His Birthright
29 Now

Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in
from the field, and he was weary. 30 And Esau said
to Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew,
for I am weary.” Therefore his name was called
Edom.[d]
31 But

Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this

day.”
Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; so what
is this birthright to me?”
Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this day.”

So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.
34 And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils;
then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way.
Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 26: New King James
Version (NKJV)
34 When

Esau was forty years old, he took as wives
Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and
Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 And
they were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.

Genesis 27: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Isaac Blesses Jacob
1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his
eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he
called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”
And he answered him, “Here I am.”
2 Then

Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to
Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt
game and to bring it. 6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob
her son, saying, “Indeed I heard your father speak
to Esau your brother, saying, 7 ‘Bring me game and
make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless
you in the presence of the LORD before my death.’
8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according
to what I command you. 9 Go now to the flock and
bring me from there two choice kids of the goats,
and I will make savory food from them for your
father, such as he loves. 10 Then you shall take it to
your father, that he may eat it, and that he may
bless you before his death.”
11 And

32 And

33 Then

5 Now

he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do not
know the day of my death. 3 Now therefore, please
take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and
go out to the field and hunt game for me. 4 And
make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to
me that I may eat, that my soul may bless you
before I die.”

Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Look,
Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a
smooth-skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel
me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I
shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.”
13 But

his mother said to him, “Let your curse be on
me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them
for me.” 14 And he went and got them and brought
them to his mother, and his mother made savory
food, such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah
took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau,
which were with her in the house, and put them on
Jacob her younger son. 16 And she put the skins of
the kids of the goats on his hands and on the
smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she gave the
savory food and the bread, which she had
prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.
18 So

he went to his father and said, “My father.”

And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?”
19 Jacob

said to his father, “I am Esau your
firstborn; I have done just as you told me; please
arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul may
bless me.”
20 But

Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have
found it so quickly, my son?”
And he said, “Because the LORD your God brought
it to me.”
21 Isaac

said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I
may feel you, my son, whether you are really my
son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac
his father, and he felt him and said, “The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of
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Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, because his
hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so
he blessed him.

said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my
father!”
35 But

24 Then

he said, “Are you really my son Esau?”

He said, “I am.”
25 He

said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my
son’s game, so that my soul may bless you.” So he
brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought
him wine, and he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac
said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my son.”
27 And he came near and kissed him; and he
smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed him
and said:
“Surely, the smell of my son
Is like the smell of a field
Which the LORD has blessed.
28 Therefore may God give you
Of the dew of heaven,
Of the fatness of the earth,
And plenty of grain and wine.
29 Let peoples serve you,
And nations bow down to you.
Be master over your brethren,
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.
Cursed be everyone who curses you,
And blessed be those who bless you!”

he said, “Your brother came with deceit and
has taken away your blessing.”
36 And

Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob?
For he has supplanted me these two times. He took
away my birthright, and now look, he has taken
away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not
reserved a blessing for me?”
37 Then

Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed I
have made him your master, and all his brethren I
have given to him as servants; with grain and wine I
have sustained him. What shall I do now for you,
my son?”
38 And

Esau said to his father, “Have you only one
blessing, my father? Bless me—me also, O my
father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.
39 Then

Isaac his father answered and said to him:

Esau’s Lost Hope

“Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the
earth,
And of the dew of heaven from above.
40 By your sword you shall live,
And you shall serve your brother;
And it shall come to pass, when you become
restless,
That you shall break his yoke from your neck.”

30 Now

Jacob Escapes from Esau

it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished
blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out
from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his
brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also had
made savory food, and brought it to his father, and
said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his
son’s game, that your soul may bless me.”
32 And

his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”

So he said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”
33 Then

Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said,
“Who? Where is the one who hunted game and
brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and
I have blessed him—and indeed he shall be
blessed.”
34 When

Esau heard the words of his father, he
cried with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and

41 So

Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing
with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in
his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are
at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”
42 And

the words of Esau her older son were told to
Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her
younger son, and said to him, “Surely your brother
Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending
to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice:
arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 And
stay with him a few days, until your brother’s fury
turns away, 45 until your brother’s anger turns away
from you, and he forgets what you have done to
him; then I will send and bring you from there. Why
should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?”
46 And

Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life
because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a
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wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are
the daughters of the land, what good will my life be
to me?”

Genesis 28: New King James
Version (NKJV)
1 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and
charged him, and said to him: “You shall not take a
wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to
Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s
father; and take yourself a wife from there of the
daughters of Laban your mother’s brother.
3 “May

God Almighty bless you,
And make you fruitful and multiply you,
That you may be an assembly of peoples;
4 And give you the blessing of Abraham,
To you and your descendants with you,
That you may inherit the land
In which you are a stranger,
Which God gave to Abraham.”
5 So

Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan
Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the
brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

Esau Marries Mahalath
6 Esau

saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent
him away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife
from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him
a charge, saying, “You shall not take a wife from
the daughters of Canaan,” 7 and that Jacob had
obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to
Padan Aram. 8 Also Esau saw that the daughters of
Canaan did not please his father Isaac. 9 So Esau
went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of
Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to
be his wife in addition to the wives he had.

Jacob’s Vow at Bethel
10 Now

Jacob went out from Beersheba and went
toward Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and
stayed there all night, because the sun had set.
And he took one of the stones of that place and put
it at his head, and he lay down in that place to
sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder
was set up on the earth, and its top reached to
heaven; and there the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it.

13 And

behold, the LORD stood above it and said: “I
am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to
you and your descendants. 14 Also your
descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you
shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the
north and the south; and in you and in your seed all
the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 Behold,
I am with you and will keep you wherever you go,
and will bring you back to this land; for I will not
leave you until I have done what I have spoken to
you.”
16 Then

Jacob awoke from his sleep and said,
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know
it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is
this place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven!”
18 Then

Jacob rose early in the morning, and took
the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a
pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called
the name of that place Bethel;[a] but the name of
that city had been Luz previously. 20 Then Jacob
made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and
keep me in this way that I am going, and give me
bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21 so that I come
back to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD
shall be my God. 22 And this stone which I have set
as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You
give me I will surely give a tenth to You.”

Jacob Meets Rachel
29 So Jacob went on his journey and came to the
land of the people of the East. 2 And he looked, and
saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three
flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they
watered the flocks. A large stone was on the well’s
mouth. 3 Now all the flocks would be gathered
there; and they would roll the stone from the well’s
mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in
its place on the well’s mouth.
4 And

Jacob said to them, “My brethren, where are
you from?”
And they said, “We are from Haran.”
5 Then

he said to them, “Do you know Laban the
son of Nahor?”
And they said, “We know him.”
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6 So

he said to them, “Is he well?”

they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are
gathered together, and they have rolled the stone
from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep.”

Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for
my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her.” 22 And
Laban gathered together all the men of the place
and made a feast. 23 Now it came to pass in the
evening, that he took Leah his daughter and
brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 And
Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as
a maid. 25 So it came to pass in the morning, that
behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is
this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel
that I served you? Why then have you deceived
me?”

9 Now

while he was still speaking with them, Rachel
came with her father’s sheep, for she was a
shepherdess. 10 And it came to pass, when Jacob
saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s
brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s
brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the stone
from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of
Laban his mother’s brother. 11 Then Jacob kissed
Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept. 12 And
Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s relative
and that he was Rebekah’s son. So she ran and
told her father.

26 And

13 Then

The Children of Jacob

And they said, “He is well. And look, his daughter
Rachel is coming with the sheep.”
7 Then

he said, “Look, it is still high day; it is not
time for the cattle to be gathered together. Water
the sheep, and go and feed them.”
8 But

it came to pass, when Laban heard the
report about Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to
meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and
brought him to his house. So he told Laban all
these things. 14 And Laban said to him, “Surely you
are my bone and my flesh.” And he stayed with him
for a month.

Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel
15 Then

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my
relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing?
Tell me, what should your wages be?” 16 Now
Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder
was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were delicate, but Rachel
was beautiful of form and appearance.
Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve
you seven years for Rachel your younger
daughter.”

21 Then

Laban said, “It must not be done so in our
country, to give the younger before the firstborn.
27 Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also
for the service which you will serve with me still
another seven years.”
28 Then

Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So he
gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 29 And
Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel
as a maid. 30 Then Jacob also went in to Rachel,
and he also loved Rachel more than Leah. And he
served with Laban still another seven years.

31 When

the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, He
opened her womb; but Rachel was barren. 32 So
Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his
name Reuben;[a] for she said, “The LORD has surely
looked on my affliction. Now therefore, my husband
will love me.” 33 Then she conceived again and bore
a son, and said, “Because the LORD has heard that
I am unloved, He has therefore given me this son
also.” And she called his name Simeon.[b] 34 She
conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Now
this time my husband will become attached to me,
because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore
his name was called Levi.[c] 35 And she conceived
again and bore a son, and said, “Now I will praise
the LORD.” Therefore she called his name Judah.[d]
Then she stopped bearing.

18 Now

19 And

Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you
than that I should give her to another man. Stay
with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for
Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him
because of the love he had for her.

Genesis 30: New King James
Version (NKJV)
1 Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no
children, Rachel envied her sister, and said to
Jacob, “Give me children, or else I die!”
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2 And

Jacob’s anger was aroused against Rachel,
and he said, “Am I in the place of God, who has
withheld from you the fruit of the womb?”
3 So

she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah; go in to her,
and she will bear a child on my knees, that I also
may have children by her.” 4 Then she gave him
Bilhah her maid as wife, and Jacob went in to her.
5 And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son.
6 Then Rachel said, “God has judged my case; and
He has also heard my voice and given me a son.”
Therefore she called his name Dan.[a] 7 And
Rachel’s maid Bilhah conceived again and bore
Jacob a second son. 8 Then Rachel said, “With
great wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and
indeed I have prevailed.” So she called his name
Naphtali.[b]
9 When

Leah saw that she had stopped bearing,
she took Zilpah her maid and gave her to Jacob as
wife. 10 And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son.
11 Then Leah said, “A troop comes!”[c] So she called
his name Gad.[d] 12 And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore
Jacob a second son. 13 Then Leah said, “I am
happy, for the daughters will call me blessed.” So
she called his name Asher.[e]
14 Now

Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest
and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them
to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah,
“Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”
15 But

she said to her, “Is it a small matter that you
have taken away my husband? Would you take
away my son’s mandrakes also?”
And Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with you
tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”
16 When

Jacob came out of the field in the evening,
Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must
come in to me, for I have surely hired you with my
son’s mandrakes.” And he lay with her that night.
17 And

God listened to Leah, and she conceived
and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18 Leah said, “God has
given me my wages, because I have given my maid
to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar.[f]
19 Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a
sixth son. 20 And Leah said, “God has endowed me
with a good endowment; now my husband will dwell
with me, because I have borne him six sons.” So
she called his name Zebulun.[g] 21 Afterward she
bore a daughter, and called her name Dinah.

22 Then

God remembered Rachel, and God listened
to her and opened her womb. 23 And she conceived
and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my
reproach.” 24 So she called his name Joseph,[h] and
said, “The LORD shall add to me another son.”

Jacob’s Agreement with Laban
25 And

it came to pass, when Rachel had borne
Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away,
that I may go to my own place and to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my children for whom I
have served you, and let me go; for you know my
service which I have done for you.”
27 And

Laban said to him, “Please stay, if I have
found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by
experience that the LORD has blessed me for your
sake.” 28 Then he said, “Name me your wages, and
I will give it.”
29 So

Jacob said to him, “You know how I have
served you and how your livestock has been with
me. 30 For what you had before I came was little,
and it has increased to a great amount; the LORD
has blessed you since my coming. And now, when
shall I also provide for my own house?”
31 So

he said, “What shall I give you?”

And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If
you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and
keep your flocks: 32 Let me pass through all your
flock today, removing from there all the speckled
and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among
the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the
goats; and these shall be my wages. 33 So my
righteousness will answer for me in time to come,
when the subject of my wages comes before you:
every one that is not speckled and spotted among
the goats, and brown among the lambs, will be
considered stolen, if it is with me.”
34 And

Laban said, “Oh, that it were according to
your word!” 35 So he removed that day the male
goats that were speckled and spotted, all the
female goats that were speckled and spotted, every
one that had some white in it, and all the brown
ones among the lambs, and gave them into the
hand of his sons. 36 Then he put three days’ journey
between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest
of Laban’s flocks.
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37 Now

Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar
and of the almond and chestnut trees, peeled white
strips in them, and exposed the white which was in
the rods. 38 And the rods which he had peeled, he
set before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering
troughs where the flocks came to drink, so that they
should conceive when they came to drink. 39 So the
flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks
brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted.
40 Then Jacob separated the lambs, and made the
flocks face toward the streaked and all the brown in
the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by
themselves and did not put them with Laban’s flock.

9 Then

41 And

13 So

it came to pass, whenever the stronger
livestock conceived, that Jacob placed the rods
before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that
they might conceive among the rods. 42 But when
the flocks were feeble, he did not put them in; so
the feebler were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s.
43 Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous,
and had large flocks, female and male servants,
and camels and donkeys.

Genesis 32: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Esau Comes to Meet Jacob
1 So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God
met him. 2 When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is
God’s camp.” And he called the name of that place
Mahanaim.[a]
3 Then

Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau
his brother in the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
4 And he commanded them, saying, “Speak thus to
my lord Esau, ‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “I
have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now.
5 I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and
female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord, that
I may find favor in your sight.”’”
6 Then

the messengers returned to Jacob, saying,
“We came to your brother Esau, and he also is
coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with
him.” 7 So Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed;
and he divided the people that were with him, and
the flocks and herds and camels, into two
companies. 8 And he said, “If Esau comes to the
one company and attacks it, then the other
company which is left will escape.”

Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham
and God of my father Isaac, the LORD who said to
me, ‘Return to your country and to your family, and
I will deal well with you’: 10 I am not worthy of the
least of all the mercies and of all the truth which
You have shown Your servant; for I crossed over
this Jordan with my staff, and now I have become
two companies. 11 Deliver me, I pray, from the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him,
lest he come and attack me and the mother with the
children. 12 For You said, ‘I will surely treat you well,
and make your descendants as the sand of the sea,
which cannot be numbered for multitude.’”
he lodged there that same night, and took
what came to his hand as a present for Esau his
brother: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty
male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams,
15 thirty milk camels with their colts, forty cows and
ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten foals.
16 Then he delivered them to the hand of his
servants, every drove by itself, and said to his
servants, “Pass over before me, and put some
distance between successive droves.” 17 And he
commanded the first one, saying, “When Esau my
brother meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom
do you belong, and where are you going? Whose
are these in front of you?’ 18 then you shall say,
‘They are your servant Jacob’s. It is a present sent
to my lord Esau; and behold, he also is behind us.’”
19 So he commanded the second, the third, and all
who followed the droves, saying, “In this manner
you shall speak to Esau when you find him; 20 and
also say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob is behind
us.’” For he said, “I will appease him with the
present that goes before me, and afterward I will
see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” 21 So the
present went on over before him, but he himself
lodged that night in the camp.

Wrestling with God
22 And

he arose that night and took his two wives,
his two female servants, and his eleven sons, and
crossed over the ford of Jabbok. 23 He took them,
sent them over the brook, and sent over what he
had. 24 Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man
wrestled with him until the breaking of day. 25 Now
when He saw that He did not prevail against him,
He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of
Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with
him. 26 And He said, “Let Me go, for the day
breaks.”
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But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless
me!”
27 So

and its legs with water. And the priest shall burn all
on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made
by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

He said to him, “What is your name?”
10 ‘If

And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My
name?” And He blessed him there.

his offering is of the flocks—of the sheep or of
the goats—as a burnt sacrifice, he shall bring a
male without blemish. 11 He shall kill it on the north
side of the altar before the LORD; and the priests,
Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle its blood all around on
the altar. 12 And he shall cut it into its pieces, with its
head and its fat; and the priest shall lay them in
order on the wood that is on the fire upon the altar;
13 but he shall wash the entrails and the legs with
water. Then the priest shall bring it all and burn it on
the altar; it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by
fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

30 So

14 ‘And

He said, “Jacob.”
28 And

He said, “Your name shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel;[b] for you have struggled
with God and with men, and have prevailed.”
29 Then

Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I

pray.”

Jacob called the name of the place Peniel:[c]
“For I have seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved.” 31 Just as he crossed over Penuel[d] the
sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip.
32 Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not
eat the muscle that shrank, which is on the hip
socket, because He touched the socket of Jacob’s
hip in the muscle that shrank.

Leviticus 1: New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Burnt Offering
1 Now the LORD called to Moses, and spoke to him
from the tabernacle of meeting, saying, 2 “Speak to
the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When any
one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall
bring your offering of the livestock—of the herd and
of the flock.
3 ‘If

his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let
him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of
his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of
meeting before the LORD. 4 Then he shall put his
hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be
accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.
5 He shall kill the bull before the LORD; and the
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood and
sprinkle the blood all around on the altar that is by
the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 6 And he shall
skin the burnt offering and cut it into its pieces.
7 The sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the
altar, and lay the wood in order on the fire. 8 Then
the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall lay the parts, the
head, and the fat in order on the wood that is on the
fire upon the altar; 9 but he shall wash its entrails

if the burnt sacrifice of his offering to the
LORD is of birds, then he shall bring his offering of
turtledoves or young pigeons. 15 The priest shall
bring it to the altar, wring off its head, and burn it on
the altar; its blood shall be drained out at the side of
the altar. 16 And he shall remove its crop with its
feathers and cast it beside the altar on the east
side, into the place for ashes. 17 Then he shall split
it at its wings, but shall not divide it completely; and
the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that
is on the fire. It is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made
by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

1 Samuel 9: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Saul Chosen to Be King
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was
Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of
Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a
mighty man of power. 2 And he had a choice and
handsome son whose name was Saul. There was
not a more handsome person than he among the
children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he
was taller than any of the people.
3 Now

the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost.
And Kish said to his son Saul, “Please take one of
the servants with you, and arise, go and look for the
donkeys.” 4 So he passed through the mountains of
Ephraim and through the land of Shalisha, but they
did not find them. Then they passed through the
land of Shaalim, and they were not there. Then he
passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they
did not find them.
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5 When

they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul
said to his servant who was with him, “Come, let us
return, lest my father cease caring about the
donkeys and become worried about us.”
6 And

he said to him, “Look now, there is in this city
a man of God, and he is an honorable man; all that
he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there;
perhaps he can show us the way that we should
go.”
7 Then

Saul said to his servant, “But look, if we go,
what shall we bring the man? For the bread in our
vessels is all gone, and there is no present to bring
to the man of God. What do we have?”

17 So

when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him,
“There he is, the man of whom I spoke to you. This
one shall reign over My people.” 18 Then Saul drew
near to Samuel in the gate, and said, “Please tell
me, where is the seer’s house?”
19 Samuel

answered Saul and said, “I am the seer.
Go up before me to the high place, for you shall eat
with me today; and tomorrow I will let you go and
will tell you all that is in your heart. 20 But as for your
donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not be
anxious about them, for they have been found. And
on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you
and on all your father’s house?”
21 And

8 And

the servant answered Saul again and said,
“Look, I have here at hand one-fourth of a shekel of
silver. I will give that to the man of God, to tell us
our way.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to
inquire of God, he spoke thus: “Come, let us go to
the seer”; for he who is now called a prophet was
formerly called a seer.)
10 Then

Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come,
let us go.” So they went to the city where the man
of God was.
11 As

they went up the hill to the city, they met some
young women going out to draw water, and said to
them, “Is the seer here?”
12 And

they answered them and said, “Yes, there he
is, just ahead of you. Hurry now; for today he came
to this city, because there is a sacrifice of the
people today on the high place. 13 As soon as you
come into the city, you will surely find him before he
goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will
not eat until he comes, because he must bless the
sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat.
Now therefore, go up, for about this time you will
find him.” 14 So they went up to the city. As they
were coming into the city, there was Samuel,
coming out toward them on his way up to the high
place.
15 Now

the LORD had told Samuel in his ear the day
before Saul came, saying, 16 “Tomorrow about this
time I will send you a man from the land of
Benjamin, and you shall anoint him commander
over My people Israel, that he may save My people
from the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked
upon My people, because their cry has come to
Me.”

Saul answered and said, “Am I not a
Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel,
and my family the least of all the families of the
tribe[a] of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like
this to me?”
22 Now

Samuel took Saul and his servant and
brought them into the hall, and had them sit in the
place of honor among those who were invited; there
were about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said to
the cook, “Bring the portion which I gave you, of
which I said to you, ‘Set it apart.’” 24 So the cook
took up the thigh with its upper part and set it
before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here it is, what was
kept back. It was set apart for you. Eat; for until this
time it has been kept for you, since I said I invited
the people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.
25 When

they had come down from the high place
into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on the top of
the house.[b] 26 They arose early; and it was about
the dawning of the day that Samuel called to Saul
on the top of the house, saying, “Get up, that I may
send you on your way.” And Saul arose, and both
of them went outside, he and Samuel.

Saul Anointed King
27 As

they were going down to the outskirts of the
city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on
ahead of us.” And he went on. “But you stand here
awhile, that I may announce to you the word of
God.”

1 Samuel 10: New King James
Version (NKJV)
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on
his head, and kissed him and said: “Is it not
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because the LORD has anointed you commander
over His inheritance?[a] 2 When you have departed
from me today, you will find two men by Rachel’s
tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they
will say to you, ‘The donkeys which you went to
look for have been found. And now your father has
ceased caring about the donkeys and is worrying
about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?”’
3 Then you shall go on forward from there and come
to the terebinth tree of Tabor. There three men
going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one
carrying three young goats, another carrying three
loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of
wine. 4 And they will greet you and give you two
loaves of bread, which you shall receive from their
hands. 5 After that you shall come to the hill of God
where the Philistine garrison is. And it will happen,
when you have come there to the city, that you will
meet a group of prophets coming down from the
high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine,
a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be
prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will come
upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be
turned into another man. 7 And let it be, when these
signs come to you, that you do as the occasion
demands; for God is with you. 8 You shall go down
before me to Gilgal; and surely I will come down to
you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of
peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, till I
come to you and show you what you should do.”

15 And

9 So

And the LORD answered, “There he is, hidden
among the equipment.”

it was, when he had turned his back to go from
Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all
those signs came to pass that day. 10 When they
came there to the hill, there was a group of
prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came
upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And it
happened, when all who knew him formerly saw
that he indeed prophesied among the prophets, that
the people said to one another, “What is this that
has come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also
among the prophets?” 12 Then a man from there
answered and said, “But who is their father?”
Therefore it became a proverb: “Is Saul also among
the prophets?” 13 And when he had finished
prophesying, he went to the high place.
14 Then

Saul’s uncle said to him and his servant,
“Where did you go?”
So he said, “To look for the donkeys. When we saw
that they were nowhere to be found, we went to
Samuel.”

Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me, please, what
Samuel said to you.”
16 So

Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that
the donkeys had been found.” But about the matter
of the kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel had
said.

Saul Proclaimed King
17 Then

Samuel called the people together to the
LORD at Mizpah, 18 and said to the children of Israel,
“Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought up
Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you from the hand
of the Egyptians and from the hand of all kingdoms
and from those who oppressed you.’ 19 But you
have today rejected your God, who Himself saved
you from all your adversities and your tribulations;
and you have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’
Now therefore, present yourselves before the LORD
by your tribes and by your clans.”[b]
20 And

when Samuel had caused all the tribes of
Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was
chosen. 21 When he had caused the tribe of
Benjamin to come near by their families, the family
of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was
chosen. But when they sought him, he could not be
found. 22 Therefore they inquired of the LORD
further, “Has the man come here yet?”

23 So

they ran and brought him from there; and
when he stood among the people, he was taller
than any of the people from his shoulders upward.
24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see
him whom the LORD has chosen, that there is no
one like him among all the people?”
So all the people shouted and said, “Long live the
king!”
25 Then

Samuel explained to the people the
behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a book and laid it
up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people
away, every man to his house. 26 And Saul also
went home to Gibeah; and valiant men went with
him, whose hearts God had touched. 27 But some
rebels said, “How can this man save us?” So they
despised him, and brought him no presents. But he
held his peace.
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1 Samuel 13: New King James
Version (NKJV)
Saul’s Unlawful Sacrifice
1 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned
two years over Israel,[a] 2 Saul chose for himself
three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were
with Saul in Michmash and in the mountains of
Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in
Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent
away, every man to his tent.
3 And

Jonathan attacked the garrison of the
Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines
heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout
all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear!” 4 Now
all Israel heard it said that Saul had attacked a
garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel had also
become an abomination to the Philistines. And the
people were called together to Saul at Gilgal.
5 Then

the Philistines gathered together to fight with
Israel, thirty[b] thousand chariots and six thousand
horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the
seashore in multitude. And they came up and
encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth Aven.
6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in
danger (for the people were distressed), then the
people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes,
and in pits. 7 And some of the Hebrews crossed
over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead.
As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people
followed him trembling. 8 Then he waited seven
days, according to the time set by Samuel. But
Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were
scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring a burnt
offering and peace offerings here to me.” And he
offered the burnt offering. 10 Now it happened, as
soon as he had finished presenting the burnt
offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to
meet him, that he might greet him.
11 And

Samuel said, “What have you done?”

Saul said, “When I saw that the people were
scattered from me, and that you did not come within
the days appointed, and that the Philistines
gathered together at Michmash, 12 then I said, ‘The
Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and
I have not made supplication to the LORD.’
Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt
offering.”

13 And

Samuel said to Saul, “You have done
foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of
the LORD your God, which He commanded you. For
now the LORD would have established your
kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your
kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought
for Himself a man after His own heart, and the
LORD has commanded him to be commander over
His people, because you have not kept what the
LORD commanded you.”
15 Then

Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal to
Gibeah of Benjamin.[c] And Saul numbered the
people present with him, about six hundred men.

No Weapons for the Army
16 Saul,

Jonathan his son, and the people present
with them remained in Gibeah of Benjamin. But the
Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 Then raiders
came out of the camp of the Philistines in three
companies. One company turned onto the road to
Ophrah, to the land of Shual, 18 another company
turned to the road to Beth Horon, and another
company turned to the road of the border that
overlooks the Valley of Zeboim toward the
wilderness.
19 Now

there was no blacksmith to be found
throughout all the land of Israel, for the Philistines
said, “Lest the Hebrews make swords or spears.”
20 But all the Israelites would go down to the
Philistines to sharpen each man’s plowshare, his
mattock, his ax, and his sickle; 21 and the charge for
a sharpening was a pim[d] for the plowshares, the
mattocks, the forks, and the axes, and to set the
points of the goads. 22 So it came about, on the day
of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear
found in the hand of any of the people who were
with Saul and Jonathan. But they were found with
Saul and Jonathan his son.
23 And

the garrison of the Philistines went out to the
pass of Michmash.

1 Samuel 14 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Jonathan Defeats the Philistines
1 Now it happened one day that Jonathan the
son of Saul said to the young man who bore
his armor, “Come, let us go over to the
Philistines’ garrison that is on the other side.”
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But he did not tell his father. 2 And Saul was
sitting in the outskirts of Gibeah under a
pomegranate tree which is in Migron. The
people who were with him were about six
hundred men. 3 Ahijah the son of Ahitub,
Ichabod’s brother, the son of Phinehas, the son
of Eli, the LORD’s priest in Shiloh, was
wearing an ephod. But the people did not
know that Jonathan had gone.
4

Between the passes, by which Jonathan
sought to go over to the Philistines’ garrison,
there was a sharp rock on one side and a sharp
rock on the other side. And the name of one
was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh.
5
The front of one faced northward opposite
Michmash, and the other southward opposite
Gibeah.
6

Then Jonathan said to the young man who
bore his armor, “Come, let us go over to the
garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that
the LORD will work for us. For nothing
restrains the LORD from saving by many or by
few.”
So his armorbearer said to him, “Do all that
is in your heart. Go then; here I am with you,
according to your heart.”
7

Then Jonathan said, “Very well, let us cross
over to these men, and we will show ourselves
to them. 9 If they say thus to us, ‘Wait until we
come to you,’ then we will stand still in our
place and not go up to them. 10 But if they say
thus, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up. For
the LORD has delivered them into our hand,
and this will be a sign to us.”
8

11

So both of them showed themselves to the
garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines
said, “Look, the Hebrews are coming out of
the holes where they have hidden.” 12 Then the
men of the garrison called to Jonathan and his
armorbearer, and said, “Come up to us, and we
will show you something.”
Jonathan said to his armorbearer, “Come up
after me, for the LORD has delivered them into
the hand of Israel.” 13 And Jonathan climbed
up on his hands and knees with his
armorbearer after him; and they fell before
Jonathan. And as he came after him, his
armorbearer killed them. 14 That first slaughter

which Jonathan and his armorbearer made was
about twenty men within about half an acre of
land.[a]
15

And there was trembling in the camp, in the
field, and among all the people. The garrison
and the raiders also trembled; and the earth
quaked, so that it was a very great trembling.
16
Now the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of
Benjamin looked, and there was the multitude,
melting away; and they went here and there.
17
Then Saul said to the people who were with
him, “Now call the roll and see who has gone
from us.” And when they had called the roll,
surprisingly, Jonathan and his armorbearer
were not there. 18 And Saul said to Ahijah,
“Bring the ark[b] of God here” (for at that time
the ark[c] of God was with the children of
Israel). 19 Now it happened, while Saul talked
to the priest, that the noise which was in the
camp of the Philistines continued to increase;
so Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your
hand.” 20 Then Saul and all the people who
were with him assembled, and they went to the
battle; and indeed every man’s sword was
against his neighbor, and there was very great
confusion. 21 Moreover the Hebrews who were
with the Philistines before that time, who went
up with them into the camp from the
surrounding country, they also joined the
Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.
22
Likewise all the men of Israel who had
hidden in the mountains of Ephraim, when
they heard that the Philistines fled, they also
followed hard after them in the battle. 23 So the
LORD saved Israel that day, and the battle
shifted to Beth Aven.

Saul’s Rash Oath
24

And the men of Israel were distressed that
day, for Saul had placed the people under oath,
saying, “Cursed is the man who eats any food
until evening, before I have taken vengeance
on my enemies.” So none of the people tasted
food. 25 Now all the people of the land came to
a forest; and there was honey on the ground.
26
And when the people had come into the
woods, there was the honey, dripping; but no
one put his hand to his mouth, for the people
feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan had not heard
his father charge the people with the oath;
therefore he stretched out the end of the rod
that was in his hand and dipped it in a
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honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth;
and his countenance brightened. 28 Then one of
the people said, “Your father strictly charged
the people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the
man who eats food this day.’” And the people
were faint.
But Jonathan said, “My father has troubled
the land. Look now, how my countenance has
brightened because I tasted a little of this
honey. 30 How much better if the people had
eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies
which they found! For now would there not
have been a much greater slaughter among the
Philistines?”

know and see what this sin was today. 39 For
as the LORD lives, who saves Israel, though it
be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.”
But not a man among all the people answered
him. 40 Then he said to all Israel, “You be on
one side, and my son Jonathan and I will be on
the other side.”

29

31

Now they had driven back the Philistines
that day from Michmash to Aijalon. So the
people were very faint. 32 And the people
rushed on the spoil, and took sheep, oxen, and
calves, and slaughtered them on the ground;
and the people ate them with the blood.
33
Then they told Saul, saying, “Look, the
people are sinning against the LORD by eating
with the blood!”

And the people said to Saul, “Do what seems
good to you.”
41

Therefore Saul said to the LORD God of
Israel, “Give a perfect lot.”[d] So Saul and
Jonathan were taken, but the people escaped.
42
And Saul said, “Cast lots between my son
Jonathan and me.” So Jonathan was taken.
43
Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what
you have done.”
And Jonathan told him, and said, “I only tasted
a little honey with the end of the rod that was
in my hand. So now I must die!”
Saul answered, “God do so and more also;
for you shall surely die, Jonathan.”
44

So he said, “You have dealt treacherously; roll
a large stone to me this day.” 34 Then Saul
said, “Disperse yourselves among the people,
and say to them, ‘Bring me here every man’s
ox and every man’s sheep, slaughter them
here, and eat; and do not sin against the LORD
by eating with the blood.’” So every one of the
people brought his ox with him that night, and
slaughtered it there. 35 Then Saul built an altar
to the LORD. This was the first altar that he
built to the LORD.

45

Now Saul said, “Let us go down after the
Philistines by night, and plunder them until the
morning light; and let us not leave a man of
them.”

Saul’s Continuing Wars

36

And they said, “Do whatever seems good to
you.”
Then the priest said, “Let us draw near to God
here.”
So Saul asked counsel of God, “Shall I go
down after the Philistines? Will You deliver
them into the hand of Israel?” But He did not
answer him that day. 38 And Saul said, “Come
over here, all you chiefs of the people, and
37

But the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan
die, who has accomplished this great
deliverance in Israel? Certainly not! As the
LORD lives, not one hair of his head shall fall
to the ground, for he has worked with God this
day.” So the people rescued Jonathan, and he
did not die.
46

Then Saul returned from pursuing the
Philistines, and the Philistines went to their
own place.

47

So Saul established his sovereignty over
Israel, and fought against all his enemies on
every side, against Moab, against the people of
Ammon, against Edom, against the kings of
Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever
he turned, he harassed them.[e] 48 And he
gathered an army and attacked the Amalekites,
and delivered Israel from the hands of those
who plundered them.
49

The sons of Saul were Jonathan, Jishui,[f]
and Malchishua. And the names of his two
daughters were these: the name of the
firstborn Merab, and the name of the younger
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Michal. 50 The name of Saul’s wife was
Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. And the
name of the commander of his army was
Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s uncle. 51 Kish
was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of
Abner was the son of Abiel.
52

Now there was fierce war with the
Philistines all the days of Saul. And when Saul
saw any strong man or any valiant man, he
took him for himself.

1 Samuel 15 New King James
Version (NKJV)

10

Now the word of the LORD came to Samuel,
saying, 11 “I greatly regret that I have set up
Saul as king, for he has turned back from
following Me, and has not performed My
commandments.” And it grieved Samuel, and
he cried out to the LORD all night. 12 So when
Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul,
it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul went to
Carmel, and indeed, he set up a monument for
himself; and he has gone on around, passed
by, and gone down to Gilgal.” 13 Then Samuel
went to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed
are you of the LORD! I have performed the
commandment of the LORD.”
But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating
of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the
oxen which I hear?”
14

Saul Spares King Agag
1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD sent
me to anoint you king over His people, over
Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the
words of the LORD. 2 Thus says the LORD of
hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to
Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when
he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have,
and do not spare them. But kill both man and
woman, infant and nursing child, ox and
sheep, camel and donkey.’”
4

So Saul gathered the people together and
numbered them in Telaim, two hundred
thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men
of Judah. 5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek,
and lay in wait in the valley.
Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart,
get down from among the Amalekites, lest I
destroy you with them. For you showed
kindness to all the children of Israel when they
came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And
Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all
the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 He
also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive,
and utterly destroyed all the people with the
edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people
spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the
oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was
good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy
them. But everything despised and worthless,
that they utterly destroyed.
6

And Saul said, “They have brought them
from the Amalekites; for the people spared the
best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to
the LORD your God; and the rest we have
utterly destroyed.”
15

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! And I
will tell you what the LORD said to me last
night.”
16

And he said to him, “Speak on.”
So Samuel said, “When you were little in
your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes
of Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you
king over Israel? 18 Now the LORD sent you on
a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy
the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against
them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then
did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why
did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil
in the sight of the LORD?”
17

And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have
obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the
mission on which the LORD sent me, and
brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have
utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the
people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen,
the best of the things which should have been
utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your
God in Gilgal.”
20

22

Saul Rejected as King
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So Samuel said:

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices,
As in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
And to heed than the fat of rams.
23
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the
LORD,
He also has rejected you from being king.”
Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned,
for I have transgressed the commandment of
the LORD and your words, because I feared the
people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now
therefore, please pardon my sin, and return
with me, that I may worship the LORD.”
24

But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return
with you, for you have rejected the word of the
LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from
being king over Israel.”
26

27

And as Samuel turned around to go away,
Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore.
28
So Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn
the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has
given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better
than you. 29 And also the Strength of Israel
will not lie nor relent. For He is not a man,
that He should relent.”
Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me
now, please, before the elders of my people
and before Israel, and return with me, that I
may worship the LORD your God.” 31 So
Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul
worshiped the LORD.
30

Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king of the
Amalekites here to me.” So Agag came to him
cautiously.
32

And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death
is past.”
But Samuel said, “As your sword has made
women childless, so shall your mother be
childless among women.” And Samuel hacked
Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.
33

34

Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went
up to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 35 And
Samuel went no more to see Saul until the day

of his death. Nevertheless Samuel mourned for
Saul, and the LORD regretted that He had made
Saul king over Israel.

1 Samuel 16 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David Anointed King
1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long
will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected
him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn
with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a
king among his sons.”
And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears it, he will kill me.”
2

But the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and
I will show you what you shall do; you shall
anoint for Me the one I name to you.”
4

So Samuel did what the LORD said, and went
to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town
trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you
come peaceably?”
And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify yourselves, and
come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he
consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited
them to the sacrifice.
5

6

So it was, when they came, that he looked at
Eliab and said, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is
before Him!”
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at
his appearance or at his physical stature,
because I have refused him. For the LORD does
not see as man sees;[a] for man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the
heart.”
7

8

So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has
the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Thus Jesse made
seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
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chosen these.” 11 And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Are all the young men here?” Then he said,
“There remains yet the youngest, and there he
is, keeping the sheep.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring
him. For we will not sit down[b] till he comes
here.” 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now
he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and goodlooking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint
him; for this is the one!” 13 Then Samuel took
the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst
of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD
came upon David from that day forward. So
Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

A Distressing Spirit Troubles Saul
14

But the Spirit of the LORD departed from
Saul, and a distressing spirit from the LORD
troubled him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to
him, “Surely, a distressing spirit from God is
troubling you. 16 Let our master now command
your servants, who are before you, to seek out
a man who is a skillful player on the harp. And
it shall be that he will play it with his hand
when the distressing spirit from God is upon
you, and you shall be well.”
So Saul said to his servants, “Provide me
now a man who can play well, and bring him
to me.”
17

18

Then one of the servants answered and said,
“Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the
Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a
mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in
speech, and a handsome person; and the LORD
is with him.”
19

Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and
said, “Send me your son David, who is with
the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey loaded
with bread, a skin of wine, and a young goat,
and sent them by his son David to Saul. 21 So
David came to Saul and stood before him. And
he loved him greatly, and he became his
armorbearer. 22 Then Saul sent to Jesse,
saying, “Please let David stand before me, for
he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And so it
was, whenever the spirit from God was upon
Saul, that David would take a harp and play it
with his hand. Then Saul would become

refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit
would depart from him.

1 Samuel 17 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David and Goliath
1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies
together to battle, and were gathered at
Sochoh, which belongs to Judah; they
encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in
Ephes Dammim. 2 And Saul and the men of
Israel were gathered together, and they
encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up
in battle array against the Philistines. 3 The
Philistines stood on a mountain on one side,
and Israel stood on a mountain on the other
side, with a valley between them.
4

And a champion went out from the camp of
the Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath,
whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 He
had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was
armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of
the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze.
6
And he had bronze armor on his legs and a
bronze javelin between his shoulders. 7 Now
the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s
beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six
hundred shekels; and a shield-bearer went
before him. 8 Then he stood and cried out to
the armies of Israel, and said to them, “Why
have you come out to line up for battle? Am I
not a Philistine, and you the servants of Saul?
Choose a man for yourselves, and let him
come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with
me and kill me, then we will be your servants.
But if I prevail against him and kill him, then
you shall be our servants and serve us.” 10 And
the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel
this day; give me a man, that we may fight
together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard
these words of the Philistine, they were
dismayed and greatly afraid.
12

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of
Bethlehem Judah, whose name was Jesse, and
who had eight sons. And the man was old,
advanced in years, in the days of Saul. 13 The
three oldest sons of Jesse had gone to follow
Saul to the battle. The names of his three sons
who went to the battle were Eliab the
firstborn, next to him Abinadab, and the third
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Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. And the
three oldest followed Saul. 15 But David
occasionally went and returned from Saul to
feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.
16

And the Philistine drew near and presented
himself forty days, morning and evening.

aroused against David, and he said, “Why did
you come down here? And with whom have
you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I
know your pride and the insolence of your
heart, for you have come down to see the
battle.”
And David said, “What have I done now? Is
there not a cause?” 30 Then he turned from him
toward another and said the same thing; and
these people answered him as the first ones
did.
29

Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take now
for your brothers an ephah of this dried grain
and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers
at the camp. 18 And carry these ten cheeses to
the captain of their thousand, and see how
your brothers fare, and bring back news of
them.” 19 Now Saul and they and all the men
of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting
with the Philistines.
17

31

Now when the words which David spoke
were heard, they reported them to Saul; and he
sent for him. 32 Then David said to Saul, “Let
no man’s heart fail because of him; your
servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”

20

So David rose early in the morning, left the
sheep with a keeper, and took the things and
went as Jesse had commanded him. And he
came to the camp as the army was going out to
the fight and shouting for the battle. 21 For
Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in
battle array, army against army. 22 And David
left his supplies in the hand of the supply
keeper, ran to the army, and came and greeted
his brothers. 23 Then as he talked with them,
there was the champion, the Philistine of Gath,
Goliath by name, coming up from the armies
of the Philistines; and he spoke according to
the same words. So David heard them. 24 And
all the men of Israel, when they saw the man,
fled from him and were dreadfully afraid. 25 So
the men of Israel said, “Have you seen this
man who has come up? Surely he has come up
to defy Israel; and it shall be that the man who
kills him the king will enrich with great riches,
will give him his daughter, and give his
father’s house exemption from taxes in Israel.”

And Saul said to David, “You are not able to
go against this Philistine to fight with him; for
you are a youth, and he a man of war from his
youth.”
33

But David said to Saul, “Your servant used
to keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a
bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I
went out after it and struck it, and delivered
the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose
against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck
and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both
lion and bear; and this uncircumcised
Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he
has defied the armies of the living God.”
37
Moreover David said, “The LORD, who
delivered me from the paw of the lion and
from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me
from the hand of this Philistine.”
34

And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be
with you!”

26

Then David spoke to the men who stood by
him, saying, “What shall be done for the man
who kills this Philistine and takes away the
reproach from Israel? For who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy
the armies of the living God?”
27

And the people answered him in this
manner, saying, “So shall it be done for the
man who kills him.”
28

Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he
spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger was

38

So Saul clothed David with his armor, and
he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also
clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David
fastened his sword to his armor and tried to
walk, for he had not tested them. And David
said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for I
have not tested them.” So David took them off.
40

Then he took his staff in his hand; and he
chose for himself five smooth stones from the
brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a
pouch which he had, and his sling was in his
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hand. And he drew near to the Philistine. 41 So
the Philistine came, and began drawing near to
David, and the man who bore the shield went
before him. 42 And when the Philistine looked
about and saw David, he disdained him; for he
was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking.
43
So the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog,
that you come to me with sticks?” And the
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the
Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I
will give your flesh to the birds of the air and
the beasts of the field!”
Then David said to the Philistine, “You
come to me with a sword, with a spear, and
with a javelin. But I come to you in the name
of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the
LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will
strike you and take your head from you. And
this day I will give the carcasses of the camp
of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the
wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may
know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all
this assembly shall know that the LORD does
not save with sword and spear; for the battle is
the LORD’s, and He will give you into our
hands.”

their tents. 54 And David took the head of the
Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he
put his armor in his tent.
55

When Saul saw David going out against the
Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of
the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?”
And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I
do not know.”
So the king said, “Inquire whose son this
young man is.”
56

45

48

So it was, when the Philistine arose and
came and drew near to meet David, that David
hurried and ran toward the army to meet the
Philistine. 49 Then David put his hand in his
bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and
struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his
face to the earth. 50 So David prevailed over
the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and
struck the Philistine and killed him. But there
was no sword in the hand of David.
51
Therefore David ran and stood over the
Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its
sheath and killed him, and cut off his head
with it.
And when the Philistines saw that their
champion was dead, they fled. 52 Now the men
of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, and
pursued the Philistines as far as the entrance of
the valley[a] and to the gates of Ekron. And the
wounded of the Philistines fell along the road
to Shaaraim, even as far as Gath and Ekron.
53
Then the children of Israel returned from
chasing the Philistines, and they plundered

57

Then, as David returned from the slaughter
of the Philistine, Abner took him and brought
him before Saul with the head of the Philistine
in his hand. 58 And Saul said to him, “Whose
son are you, young man?”
So David answered, “I am the son of your
servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

1 Samuel 18 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Saul Resents David
1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul,
the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own
soul. 2 Saul took him that day, and would not
let him go home to his father’s house
anymore. 3 Then Jonathan and David made a
covenant, because he loved him as his own
soul. 4 And Jonathan took off the robe that was
on him and gave it to David, with his armor,
even to his sword and his bow and his belt.
5

So David went out wherever Saul sent him,
and behaved wisely. And Saul set him over
the men of war, and he was accepted in the
sight of all the people and also in the sight of
Saul’s servants. 6 Now it had happened as they
were coming home, when David was returning
from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the
women had come out of all the cities of Israel,
singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with
tambourines, with joy, and with musical
instruments. 7 So the women sang as they
danced, and said:
“Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands.”
77

8

Then Saul was very angry, and the saying
displeased him; and he said, “They have
ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me
they have ascribed only thousands. Now what
more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 So Saul
eyed David from that day forward.

22

And Saul commanded his servants,
“Communicate with David secretly, and say,
‘Look, the king has delight in you, and all his
servants love you. Now therefore, become the
king’s son-in-law.’”
So Saul’s servants spoke those words in the
hearing of David. And David said, “Does it
seem to you a light thing to be a king’s son-inlaw, seeing I am a poor and lightly esteemed
man?” 24 And the servants of Saul told him,
saying, “In this manner David spoke.”
23

10

And it happened on the next day that the
distressing spirit from God came upon Saul,
and he prophesied inside the house. So David
played music with his hand, as at other times;
but there was a spear in Saul’s hand. 11 And
Saul cast the spear, for he said, “I will pin
David to the wall!” But David escaped his
presence twice.
12

Now Saul was afraid of David, because the
LORD was with him, but had departed from
Saul. 13 Therefore Saul removed him from his
presence, and made him his captain over a
thousand; and he went out and came in before
the people. 14 And David behaved wisely in all
his ways, and the LORD was with him.
15
Therefore, when Saul saw that he behaved
very wisely, he was afraid of him. 16 But all
Israel and Judah loved David, because he went
out and came in before them.

David Marries Michal
Then Saul said to David, “Here is my older
daughter Merab; I will give her to you as a
wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight the
LORD’s battles.” For Saul thought, “Let my
hand not be against him, but let the hand of the
Philistines be against him.”
17

So David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what
is my life or my father’s family in Israel, that I
should be son-in-law to the king?” 19 But it
happened at the time when Merab, Saul’s
daughter, should have been given to David,
that she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as
a wife.
18

Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David.
And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him.
21
So Saul said, “I will give her to him, that she
may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the
Philistines may be against him.” Therefore
Saul said to David a second time, “You shall
be my son-in-law today.”
20

Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to
David: ‘The king does not desire any dowry
but one hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to
take vengeance on the king’s enemies.’” But
Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of
the Philistines. 26 So when his servants told
David these words, it pleased David well to
become the king’s son-in-law. Now the days
had not expired; 27 therefore David arose and
went, he and his men, and killed two hundred
men of the Philistines. And David brought
their foreskins, and they gave them in full
count to the king, that he might become the
king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him Michal
his daughter as a wife.
25

28

Thus Saul saw and knew that the LORD was
with David, and that Michal, Saul’s daughter,
loved him; 29 and Saul was still more afraid of
David. So Saul became David’s enemy
continually. 30 Then the princes of the
Philistines went out to war. And so it was,
whenever they went out, that David behaved
more wisely than all the servants of Saul, so
that his name became highly esteemed.

1 Samuel 19 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Saul Persecutes David
1 Now Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to
all his servants, that they should kill David;
but Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted greatly in
David. 2 So Jonathan told David, saying, “My
father Saul seeks to kill you. Therefore please
be on your guard until morning, and stay in a
secret place and hide. 3 And I will go out and
stand beside my father in the field where you
are, and I will speak with my father about you.
Then what I observe, I will tell you.”
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4

Thus Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul
his father, and said to him, “Let not the king
sin against his servant, against David, because
he has not sinned against you, and because his
works have been very good toward you. 5 For
he took his life in his hands and killed the
Philistine, and the LORD brought about a great
deliverance for all Israel. You saw it and
rejoiced. Why then will you sin against
innocent blood, to kill David without a
cause?”
6

So Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan, and
Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall not be
killed.” 7 Then Jonathan called David, and
Jonathan told him all these things. So Jonathan
brought David to Saul, and he was in his
presence as in times past.
8

And there was war again; and David went out
and fought with the Philistines, and struck
them with a mighty blow, and they fled from
him.
9

Now the distressing spirit from the LORD
came upon Saul as he sat in his house with his
spear in his hand. And David was playing
music with his hand. 10 Then Saul sought to
pin David to the wall with the spear, but he
slipped away from Saul’s presence; and he
drove the spear into the wall. So David fled
and escaped that night.
Saul also sent messengers to David’s house
to watch him and to kill him in the morning.
And Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying,
“If you do not save your life tonight,
tomorrow you will be killed.” 12 So Michal let
David down through a window. And he went
and fled and escaped. 13 And Michal took an
image and laid it in the bed, put a cover of
goats’ hair for his head, and covered it with
clothes. 14 So when Saul sent messengers to
take David, she said, “He is sick.”
11

15

Then Saul sent the messengers back to see
David, saying, “Bring him up to me in the bed,
that I may kill him.” 16 And when the
messengers had come in, there was the image
in the bed, with a cover of goats’ hair for his
head. 17 Then Saul said to Michal, “Why have
you deceived me like this, and sent my enemy
away, so that he has escaped?”

And Michal answered Saul, “He said to me,
‘Let me go! Why should I kill you?’”
18

So David fled and escaped, and went to
Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul
had done to him. And he and Samuel went and
stayed in Naioth. 19 Now it was told Saul,
saying, “Take note, David is at Naioth in
Ramah!” 20 Then Saul sent messengers to take
David. And when they saw the group of
prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as
leader over them, the Spirit of God came upon
the messengers of Saul, and they also
prophesied. 21 And when Saul was told, he sent
other messengers, and they prophesied
likewise. Then Saul sent messengers again the
third time, and they prophesied also. 22 Then
he also went to Ramah, and came to the great
well that is at Sechu. So he asked, and said,
“Where are Samuel and David?”
And someone said, “Indeed they are at Naioth
in Ramah.” 23 So he went there to Naioth in
Ramah. Then the Spirit of God was upon him
also, and he went on and prophesied until he
came to Naioth in Ramah. 24 And he also
stripped off his clothes and prophesied before
Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all
that day and all that night. Therefore they say,
“Is Saul also among the prophets?”

1 Samuel 20 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Jonathan’s Loyalty to David
1 Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and
went and said to Jonathan, “What have I done?
What is my iniquity, and what is my sin before
your father, that he seeks my life?”
So Jonathan said to him, “By no means! You
shall not die! Indeed, my father will do
nothing either great or small without first
telling me. And why should my father hide
this thing from me? It is not so!”
2

3

Then David took an oath again, and said,
“Your father certainly knows that I have found
favor in your eyes, and he has said, ‘Do not let
Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.’ But
truly, as the LORD lives and as your soul lives,
there is but a step between me and death.”
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So Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you
yourself desire, I will do it for you.”
4

And David said to Jonathan, “Indeed
tomorrow is the New Moon, and I should not
fail to sit with the king to eat. But let me go,
that I may hide in the field until the third day
at evening. 6 If your father misses me at all,
then say, ‘David earnestly asked permission of
me that he might run over to Bethlehem, his
city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all
the family.’ 7 If he says thus: ‘It is well,’ your
servant will be safe. But if he is very angry, be
sure that evil is determined by him. 8 Therefore
you shall deal kindly with your servant, for
you have brought your servant into a covenant
of the LORD with you. Nevertheless, if there is
iniquity in me, kill me yourself, for why
should you bring me to your father?”
5

But Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! For if
I knew certainly that evil was determined by
my father to come upon you, then would I not
tell you?”
9

Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell
me, or what if your father answers you
roughly?”
10

And Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us
go out into the field.” So both of them went
out into the field. 12 Then Jonathan said to
David: “The LORD God of Israel is witness!
When I have sounded out my father sometime
tomorrow, or the third day, and indeed there is
good toward David, and I do not send to you
and tell you, 13 may the LORD do so and much
more to Jonathan. But if it pleases my father to
do you evil, then I will report it to you and
send you away, that you may go in safety. And
the LORD be with you as He has been with my
father. 14 And you shall not only show me the
kindness of the LORD while I still live, that I
may not die; 15 but you shall not cut off your
kindness from my house forever, no, not when
the LORD has cut off every one of the enemies
of David from the face of the earth.” 16 So
Jonathan made a covenant with the house of
David, saying, “Let the LORD require it at the
hand of David’s enemies.”
11

David, “Tomorrow is the New Moon; and you
will be missed, because your seat will be
empty. 19 And when you have stayed three
days, go down quickly and come to the place
where you hid on the day of the deed; and
remain by the stone Ezel. 20 Then I will shoot
three arrows to the side, as though I shot at a
target; 21 and there I will send a lad, saying,
‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I expressly say to the
lad, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you;
get them and come’—then, as the LORD lives,
there is safety for you and no harm. 22 But if I
say thus to the young man, ‘Look, the arrows
are beyond you’—go your way, for the LORD
has sent you away. 23 And as for the matter
which you and I have spoken of, indeed the
LORD be between you and me forever.”
24

Then David hid in the field. And when the
New Moon had come, the king sat down to eat
the feast. 25 Now the king sat on his seat, as at
other times, on a seat by the wall. And
Jonathan arose,[a] and Abner sat by Saul’s side,
but David’s place was empty. 26 Nevertheless
Saul did not say anything that day, for he
thought, “Something has happened to him; he
is unclean, surely he is unclean.” 27 And it
happened the next day, the second day of the
month, that David’s place was empty. And
Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why has the
son of Jesse not come to eat, either yesterday
or today?”
So Jonathan answered Saul, “David
earnestly asked permission of me to go to
Bethlehem. 29 And he said, ‘Please let me go,
for our family has a sacrifice in the city, and
my brother has commanded me to be there.
And now, if I have found favor in your eyes,
please let me get away and see my brothers.’
Therefore he has not come to the king’s table.”
28

Then Saul’s anger was aroused against
Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a
perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know
that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your
own shame and to the shame of your mother’s
nakedness? 31 For as long as the son of Jesse
lives on the earth, you shall not be established,
nor your kingdom. Now therefore, send and
bring him to me, for he shall surely die.”
30

17

Now Jonathan again caused David to vow,
because he loved him; for he loved him as he
loved his own soul. 18 Then Jonathan said to

32

And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and
said to him, “Why should he be killed? What
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has he done?” 33 Then Saul cast a spear at him
to kill him, by which Jonathan knew that it
was determined by his father to kill David.

place. 3 Now therefore, what have you on
hand? Give me five loaves of bread in my
hand, or whatever can be found.”

34

So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce
anger, and ate no food the second day of the
month, for he was grieved for David, because
his father had treated him shamefully.

4

35

5

And so it was, in the morning, that Jonathan
went out into the field at the time appointed
with David, and a little lad was with him.
36
Then he said to his lad, “Now run, find the
arrows which I shoot.” As the lad ran, he shot
an arrow beyond him. 37 When the lad had
come to the place where the arrow was which
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried out after the
lad and said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?”
38
And Jonathan cried out after the lad, “Make
haste, hurry, do not delay!” So Jonathan’s lad
gathered up the arrows and came back to his
master. 39 But the lad did not know anything.
Only Jonathan and David knew of the matter.
40
Then Jonathan gave his weapons to his lad,
and said to him, “Go, carry them to the city.”

And the priest answered David and said,
“There is no common bread on hand; but there
is holy bread, if the young men have at least
kept themselves from women.”
Then David answered the priest, and said to
him, “Truly, women have been kept from us
about three days since I came out. And the
vessels of the young men are holy, and the
bread is in effect common, even though it was
consecrated in the vessel this day.”
6

So the priest gave him holy bread; for there
was no bread there but the showbread which
had been taken from before the LORD, in order
to put hot bread in its place on the day when it
was taken away.
7

Now a certain man of the servants of Saul
was there that day, detained before the LORD.
And his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the chief
of the herdsmen who belonged to Saul.

41

As soon as the lad had gone, David arose
from a place toward the south, fell on his face
to the ground, and bowed down three times.
And they kissed one another; and they wept
together, but David more so. 42 Then Jonathan
said to David, “Go in peace, since we have
both sworn in the name of the LORD, saying,
‘May the LORD be between you and me, and
between your descendants and my
descendants, forever.’” So he arose and
departed, and Jonathan went into the city.

1 Samuel 21 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David and the Holy Bread
1 Now David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the
priest. And Ahimelech was afraid when he met
David, and said to him, “Why are you alone,
and no one is with you?”
So David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The
king has ordered me on some business, and
said to me, ‘Do not let anyone know anything
about the business on which I send you, or
what I have commanded you.’ And I have
directed my young men to such and such a
2

And David said to Ahimelech, “Is there not
here on hand a spear or a sword? For I have
brought neither my sword nor my weapons
with me, because the king’s business required
haste.”
8

So the priest said, “The sword of Goliath the
Philistine, whom you killed in the Valley of
Elah, there it is, wrapped in a cloth behind the
ephod. If you will take that, take it. For there
is no other except that one here.”
9

And David said, “There is none like it; give it
to me.”

David Flees to Gath
10

Then David arose and fled that day from
before Saul, and went to Achish the king of
Gath. 11 And the servants of Achish said to
him, “Is this not David the king of the land?
Did they not sing of him to one another in
dances, saying:
‘Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands’?”[a]
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12

Now David took these words to heart, and
was very much afraid of Achish the king of
Gath. 13 So he changed his behavior before
them, pretended madness in their hands,
scratched on the doors of the gate, and let his
saliva fall down on his beard. 14 Then Achish
said to his servants, “Look, you see the man is
insane. Why have you brought him to me?
15
Have I need of madmen, that you have
brought this fellow to play the madman in my
presence? Shall this fellow come into my
house?”

1 Samuel 22 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David’s Four Hundred Men
1 David therefore departed from there and
escaped to the cave of Adullam. So when his
brothers and all his father’s house heard it,
they went down there to him. 2 And everyone
who was in distress, everyone who was in
debt, and everyone who was discontented
gathered to him. So he became captain over
them. And there were about four hundred men
with him.

me, and there is no one who reveals to me that
my son has made a covenant with the son of
Jesse; and there is not one of you who is sorry
for me or reveals to me that my son has stirred
up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as it is
this day.”
9

Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who was
set over the servants of Saul, and said, “I saw
the son of Jesse going to Nob, to Ahimelech
the son of Ahitub. 10 And he inquired of the
LORD for him, gave him provisions, and gave
him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”
11

So the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest,
the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s house,
the priests who were in Nob. And they all
came to the king. 12 And Saul said, “Hear now,
son of Ahitub!”
He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”
Then Saul said to him, “Why have you
conspired against me, you and the son of
Jesse, in that you have given him bread and a
sword, and have inquired of God for him, that
he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as it is
this day?”
13

3

Then David went from there to Mizpah of
Moab; and he said to the king of Moab,
“Please let my father and mother come here
with you, till I know what God will do for
me.” 4 So he brought them before the king of
Moab, and they dwelt with him all the time
that David was in the stronghold.
Now the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not
stay in the stronghold; depart, and go to the
land of Judah.” So David departed and went
into the forest of Hereth.
5

Saul Murders the Priests
6

When Saul heard that David and the men
who were with him had been discovered—
now Saul was staying in Gibeah under a
tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his spear in his
hand, and all his servants standing about
him— 7 then Saul said to his servants who
stood about him, “Hear now, you Benjamites!
Will the son of Jesse give every one of you
fields and vineyards, and make you all
captains of thousands and captains of
hundreds? 8 All of you have conspired against

14

So Ahimelech answered the king and said,
“And who among all your servants is as
faithful as David, who is the king’s son-inlaw, who goes at your bidding, and is
honorable in your house? 15 Did I then begin to
inquire of God for him? Far be it from me! Let
not the king impute anything to his servant, or
to any in the house of my father. For your
servant knew nothing of all this, little or
much.”
And the king said, “You shall surely die,
Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house!”
17
Then the king said to the guards who stood
about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the
LORD, because their hand also is with David,
and because they knew when he fled and did
not tell it to me.” But the servants of the king
would not lift their hands to strike the priests
of the LORD. 18 And the king said to Doeg,
“You turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg the
Edomite turned and struck the priests, and
killed on that day eighty-five men who wore a
linen ephod. 19 Also Nob, the city of the
priests, he struck with the edge of the sword,
16
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both men and women, children and nursing
infants, oxen and donkeys and sheep—with
the edge of the sword.

war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David
and his men.
9

20

Now one of the sons of Ahimelech the son
of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled
after David. 21 And Abiathar told David that
Saul had killed the LORD’s priests. 22 So David
said to Abiathar, “I knew that day, when Doeg
the Edomite was there, that he would surely
tell Saul. I have caused the death of all the
persons of your father’s house. 23 Stay with
me; do not fear. For he who seeks my life
seeks your life, but with me you shall be safe.”

When David knew that Saul plotted evil
against him, he said to Abiathar the priest,
“Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then David said,
“O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has
certainly heard that Saul seeks to come to
Keilah to destroy the city for my sake. 11 Will
the men of Keilah deliver me into his hand?
Will Saul come down, as Your servant has
heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your
servant.”
And the LORD said, “He will come down.”

1 Samuel 23 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David Saves the City of Keilah
1 Then they told David, saying, “Look, the
Philistines are fighting against Keilah, and
they are robbing the threshing floors.”
2

Therefore David inquired of the LORD,
saying, “Shall I go and attack these
Philistines?”
And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack
the Philistines, and save Keilah.”
But David’s men said to him, “Look, we are
afraid here in Judah. How much more then if
we go to Keilah against the armies of the
Philistines?” 4 Then David inquired of the
LORD once again.
3

And the LORD answered him and said, “Arise,
go down to Keilah. For I will deliver the
Philistines into your hand.” 5 And David and
his men went to Keilah and fought with the
Philistines, struck them with a mighty blow,
and took away their livestock. So David saved
the inhabitants of Keilah.
6

Now it happened, when Abiathar the son of
Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, that he
went down with an ephod in his hand.
7

And Saul was told that David had gone to
Keilah. So Saul said, “God has delivered him
into my hand, for he has shut himself in by
entering a town that has gates and bars.”
8
Then Saul called all the people together for

Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah
deliver me and my men into the hand of
Saul?”
12

And the LORD said, “They will deliver you.”
13

So David and his men, about six hundred,
arose and departed from Keilah and went
wherever they could go. Then it was told Saul
that David had escaped from Keilah; so he
halted the expedition.

David in Wilderness Strongholds
14

And David stayed in strongholds in the
wilderness, and remained in the mountains in
the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every
day, but God did not deliver him into his hand.
15
So David saw that Saul had come out to
seek his life. And David was in the Wilderness
of Ziph in a forest.[a] 16 Then Jonathan, Saul’s
son, arose and went to David in the woods and
strengthened his hand in God. 17 And he said
to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my
father shall not find you. You shall be king
over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even
my father Saul knows that.” 18 So the two of
them made a covenant before the LORD. And
David stayed in the woods, and Jonathan went
to his own house.
19

Then the Ziphites came up to Saul at
Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding with us
in strongholds in the woods, in the hill of
Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?
20
Now therefore, O king, come down
according to all the desire of your soul to
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And Saul said, “Blessed are you of the
LORD, for you have compassion on me.
22
Please go and find out for sure, and see the
place where his hideout is, and who has seen
him there. For I am told he is very crafty.
23
See therefore, and take knowledge of all the
lurking places where he hides; and come back
to me with certainty, and I will go with you.
And it shall be, if he is in the land, that I will
search for him throughout all the clans[b] of
Judah.”

LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your
enemy into your hand, that you may do to him
as it seems good to you.’” And David arose
and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.
5
Now it happened afterward that David’s heart
troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe.
6
And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid
that I should do this thing to my master, the
LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand
against him, seeing he is the anointed of the
LORD.” 7 So David restrained his servants with
these words, and did not allow them to rise
against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave
and went on his way.

24

8

come down; and our part shall be to deliver
him into the king’s hand.”
21

So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul.
But David and his men were in the Wilderness
of Maon, in the plain on the south of
Jeshimon. 25 When Saul and his men went to
seek him, they told David. Therefore he went
down to the rock, and stayed in the Wilderness
of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he
pursued David in the Wilderness of Maon.
26
Then Saul went on one side of the mountain,
and David and his men on the other side of the
mountain. So David made haste to get away
from Saul, for Saul and his men were
encircling David and his men to take them.
27

But a messenger came to Saul, saying,
“Hurry and come, for the Philistines have
invaded the land!” 28 Therefore Saul returned
from pursuing David, and went against the
Philistines; so they called that place the Rock
of Escape.[c] 29 Then David went up from there
and dwelt in strongholds at En Gedi.

1 Samuel 24 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David Spares Saul
1 Now it happened, when Saul had returned
from following the Philistines, that it was told
him, saying, “Take note! David is in the
Wilderness of En Gedi.” 2 Then Saul took
three thousand chosen men from all Israel, and
went to seek David and his men on the Rocks
of the Wild Goats. 3 So he came to the
sheepfolds by the road, where there was a
cave; and Saul went in to attend to his needs.
(David and his men were staying in the
recesses of the cave.) 4 Then the men of David
said to him, “This is the day of which the

David also arose afterward, went out of the
cave, and called out to Saul, saying, “My lord
the king!” And when Saul looked behind him,
David stooped with his face to the earth, and
bowed down. 9 And David said to Saul: “Why
do you listen to the words of men who say,
‘Indeed David seeks your harm’? 10 Look, this
day your eyes have seen that the LORD
delivered you today into my hand in the cave,
and someone urged me to kill you. But my eye
spared you, and I said, ‘I will not stretch out
my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s
anointed.’ 11 Moreover, my father, see! Yes,
see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in
that I cut off the corner of your robe, and did
not kill you, know and see that there is neither
evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not
sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to
take it. 12 Let the LORD judge between you and
me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. But
my hand shall not be against you. 13 As the
proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness
proceeds from the wicked.’ But my hand shall
not be against you. 14 After whom has the king
of Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A
dead dog? A flea? 15 Therefore let the LORD be
judge, and judge between you and me, and see
and plead my case, and deliver me out of your
hand.”
16

So it was, when David had finished speaking
these words to Saul, that Saul said, “Is this
your voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted
up his voice and wept. 17 Then he said to
David: “You are more righteous than I; for
you have rewarded me with good, whereas I
have rewarded you with evil. 18 And you have
shown this day how you have dealt well with
me; for when the LORD delivered me into your
84

hand, you did not kill me. 19 For if a man finds
his enemy, will he let him get away safely?
Therefore may the LORD reward you with
good for what you have done to me this day.
20
And now I know indeed that you shall surely
be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be
established in your hand. 21 Therefore swear
now to me by the LORD that you will not cut
off my descendants after me, and that you will
not destroy my name from my father’s house.”
22

So David swore to Saul. And Saul went
home, but David and his men went up to the
stronghold.

1 Samuel 25 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Death of Samuel
1 Then Samuel died; and the Israelites
gathered together and lamented for him, and
buried him at his home in Ramah. And David
arose and went down to the Wilderness of
Paran.[a]

David and the Wife of Nabal
2

Now there was a man in Maon whose
business was in Carmel, and the man was very
rich. He had three thousand sheep and a
thousand goats. And he was shearing his sheep
in Carmel. 3 The name of the man was Nabal,
and the name of his wife Abigail. And she was
a woman of good understanding and beautiful
appearance; but the man was harsh and evil in
his doings. He was of the house of Caleb.
4

When David heard in the wilderness that
Nabal was shearing his sheep, 5 David sent ten
young men; and David said to the young men,
“Go up to Carmel, go to Nabal, and greet him
in my name. 6 And thus you shall say to him
who lives in prosperity: ‘Peace be to you,
peace to your house, and peace to all that you
have! 7 Now I have heard that you have
shearers. Your shepherds were with us, and we
did not hurt them, nor was there anything
missing from them all the while they were in
Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will
tell you. Therefore let my young men find
favor in your eyes, for we come on a feast day.
Please give whatever comes to your hand to
your servants and to your son David.’”

So when David’s young men came, they
spoke to Nabal according to all these words in
the name of David, and waited.
9

Then Nabal answered David’s servants, and
said, “Who is David, and who is the son of
Jesse? There are many servants nowadays who
break away each one from his master. 11 Shall
I then take my bread and my water and my
meat that I have killed for my shearers, and
give it to men when I do not know where they
are from?”
10

So David’s young men turned on their heels
and went back; and they came and told him all
these words. 13 Then David said to his men,
“Every man gird on his sword.” So every man
girded on his sword, and David also girded on
his sword. And about four hundred men went
with David, and two hundred stayed with the
supplies.
12

14

Now one of the young men told Abigail,
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David sent
messengers from the wilderness to greet our
master; and he reviled them. 15 But the men
were very good to us, and we were not hurt,
nor did we miss anything as long as we
accompanied them, when we were in the
fields. 16 They were a wall to us both by night
and day, all the time we were with them
keeping the sheep. 17 Now therefore, know and
consider what you will do, for harm is
determined against our master and against all
his household. For he is such a scoundrel[b]
that one cannot speak to him.”
18

Then Abigail made haste and took two
hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine,
five sheep already dressed, five seahs of
roasted grain, one hundred clusters of raisins,
and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded
them on donkeys. 19 And she said to her
servants, “Go on before me; see, I am coming
after you.” But she did not tell her husband
Nabal.
20

So it was, as she rode on the donkey, that
she went down under cover of the hill; and
there were David and his men, coming down
toward her, and she met them. 21 Now David
had said, “Surely in vain I have protected all
that this fellow has in the wilderness, so that
nothing was missed of all that belongs to him.
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And he has repaid me evil for good. 22 May
God do so, and more also, to the enemies of
David, if I leave one male of all who belong to
him by morning light.”
23

Now when Abigail saw David, she
dismounted quickly from the donkey, fell on
her face before David, and bowed down to the
ground. 24 So she fell at his feet and said: “On
me, my lord, on me let this iniquity be! And
please let your maidservant speak in your ears,
and hear the words of your maidservant.
25
Please, let not my lord regard this scoundrel
Nabal. For as his name is, so is he: Nabal[c] is
his name, and folly is with him! But I, your
maidservant, did not see the young men of my
lord whom you sent. 26 Now therefore, my
lord, as the LORD lives and as your soul lives,
since the LORD has held you back from
coming to bloodshed and from avenging
yourself with your own hand, now then, let
your enemies and those who seek harm for my
lord be as Nabal. 27 And now this present
which your maidservant has brought to my
lord, let it be given to the young men who
follow my lord. 28 Please forgive the trespass
of your maidservant. For the LORD will
certainly make for my lord an enduring house,
because my lord fights the battles of the LORD,
and evil is not found in you throughout your
days. 29 Yet a man has risen to pursue you and
seek your life, but the life of my lord shall be
bound in the bundle of the living with the
LORD your God; and the lives of your enemies
He shall sling out, as from the pocket of a
sling. 30 And it shall come to pass, when the
LORD has done for my lord according to all the
good that He has spoken concerning you, and
has appointed you ruler over Israel, 31 that this
will be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to
my lord, either that you have shed blood
without cause, or that my lord has avenged
himself. But when the LORD has dealt well
with my lord, then remember your
maidservant.”
Then David said to Abigail: “Blessed is the
LORD God of Israel, who sent you this day to
meet me! 33 And blessed is your advice and
blessed are you, because you have kept me
this day from coming to bloodshed and from
avenging myself with my own hand. 34 For
indeed, as the LORD God of Israel lives, who
has kept me back from hurting you, unless you
32

had hurried and come to meet me, surely by
morning light no males would have been left
to Nabal!” 35 So David received from her hand
what she had brought him, and said to her,
“Go up in peace to your house. See, I have
heeded your voice and respected your person.”
36

Now Abigail went to Nabal, and there he
was, holding a feast in his house, like the feast
of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within
him, for he was very drunk; therefore she told
him nothing, little or much, until morning
light. 37 So it was, in the morning, when the
wine had gone from Nabal, and his wife had
told him these things, that his heart died within
him, and he became like a stone. 38 Then it
happened, after about ten days, that the LORD
struck Nabal, and he died.
39

So when David heard that Nabal was dead,
he said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has
pleaded the cause of my reproach from the
hand of Nabal, and has kept His servant from
evil! For the LORD has returned the
wickedness of Nabal on his own head.”
And David sent and proposed to Abigail, to
take her as his wife. 40 When the servants of
David had come to Abigail at Carmel, they
spoke to her saying, “David sent us to you, to
ask you to become his wife.”
41

Then she arose, bowed her face to the earth,
and said, “Here is your maidservant, a servant
to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.”
42
So Abigail rose in haste and rode on a
donkey, attended by five of her maidens; and
she followed the messengers of David, and
became his wife. 43 David also took Ahinoam
of Jezreel, and so both of them were his wives.
44

But Saul had given Michal his daughter,
David’s wife, to Palti[d] the son of Laish, who
was from Gallim.

1 Samuel 26 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David Spares Saul a Second Time
1 Now the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah,
saying, “Is David not hiding in the hill of
Hachilah, opposite Jeshimon?” 2 Then Saul
arose and went down to the Wilderness of
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Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of
Israel with him, to seek David in the
Wilderness of Ziph. 3 And Saul encamped in
the hill of Hachilah, which is opposite
Jeshimon, by the road. But David stayed in the
wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after
him into the wilderness. 4 David therefore sent
out spies, and understood that Saul had indeed
come.
5

So David arose and came to the place where
Saul had encamped. And David saw the place
where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the
commander of his army. Now Saul lay within
the camp, with the people encamped all
around him. 6 Then David answered, and said
to Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai the
son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, “Who
will go down with me to Saul in the camp?”
And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”
7

So David and Abishai came to the people by
night; and there Saul lay sleeping within the
camp, with his spear stuck in the ground by his
head. And Abner and the people lay all around
him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, “God has
delivered your enemy into your hand this day.
Now therefore, please, let me strike him at
once with the spear, right to the earth; and I
will not have to strike him a second time!”
But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy
him; for who can stretch out his hand against
the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?”
10
David said furthermore, “As the LORD lives,
the LORD shall strike him, or his day shall
come to die, or he shall go out to battle and
perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch
out my hand against the LORD’s anointed. But
please, take now the spear and the jug of water
that are by his head, and let us go.” 12 So
David took the spear and the jug of water by
Saul’s head, and they got away; and no man
saw or knew it or awoke. For they were all
asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD
had fallen on them.

Then Abner answered and said, “Who are
you, calling out to the king?”
So David said to Abner, “Are you not a
man? And who is like you in Israel? Why then
have you not guarded your lord the king? For
one of the people came in to destroy your lord
the king. 16 This thing that you have done is
not good. As the LORD lives, you deserve to
die, because you have not guarded your
master, the LORD’s anointed. And now see
where the king’s spear is, and the jug of water
that was by his head.”
15

Then Saul knew David’s voice, and said, “Is
that your voice, my son David?”
17

David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O king.”
18
And he said, “Why does my lord thus pursue
his servant? For what have I done, or what evil
is in my hand? 19 Now therefore, please, let my
lord the king hear the words of his servant: If
the LORD has stirred you up against me, let
Him accept an offering. But if it is the children
of men, may they be cursed before the LORD,
for they have driven me out this day from
sharing in the inheritance of the LORD, saying,
‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 So now, do not let
my blood fall to the earth before the face of
the LORD. For the king of Israel has come out
to seek a flea, as when one hunts a partridge in
the mountains.”

9

13

Now David went over to the other side, and
stood on the top of a hill afar off, a great
distance being between them. 14 And David
called out to the people and to Abner the son
of Ner, saying, “Do you not answer, Abner?”

Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my
son David. For I will harm you no more,
because my life was precious in your eyes this
day. Indeed I have played the fool and erred
exceedingly.”
21

And David answered and said, “Here is the
king’s spear. Let one of the young men come
over and get it. 23 May the LORD repay every
man for his righteousness and his faithfulness;
for the LORD delivered you into my hand
today, but I would not stretch out my hand
against the LORD’s anointed. 24 And indeed, as
your life was valued much this day in my eyes,
so let my life be valued much in the eyes of
the LORD, and let Him deliver me out of all
tribulation.”
22

Then Saul said to David, “May you be
blessed, my son David! You shall both do
great things and also still prevail.”
25
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So David went on his way, and Saul returned
to his place.

1 Samuel 27 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David Allied with the Philistines
1 And David said in his heart, “Now I shall
perish someday by the hand of Saul. There is
nothing better for me than that I should
speedily escape to the land of the Philistines;
and Saul will despair of me, to seek me
anymore in any part of Israel. So I shall escape
out of his hand.” 2 Then David arose and went
over with the six hundred men who were with
him to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.
3
So David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and
his men, each man with his household, and
David with his two wives, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess,
Nabal’s widow. 4 And it was told Saul that
David had fled to Gath; so he sought him no
more.
Then David said to Achish, “If I have now
found favor in your eyes, let them give me a
place in some town in the country, that I may
dwell there. For why should your servant
dwell in the royal city with you?” 6 So Achish
gave him Ziklag that day. Therefore Ziklag
has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.
7
Now the time that David dwelt in the country
of the Philistines was one full year and four
months.
5

8

And David and his men went up and raided
the Geshurites, the Girzites,[a] and the
Amalekites. For those nations were the
inhabitants of the land from of old, as you go
to Shur, even as far as the land of Egypt.
9
Whenever David attacked the land, he left
neither man nor woman alive, but took away
the sheep, the oxen, the donkeys, the camels,
and the apparel, and returned and came to
Achish. 10 Then Achish would say, “Where
have you made a raid today?” And David
would say, “Against the southern area of
Judah, or against the southern area of the
Jerahmeelites, or against the southern area of
the Kenites.” 11 David would save neither man
nor woman alive, to bring news to Gath,
saying, “Lest they should inform on us,
saying, ‘Thus David did.’” And thus was his

behavior all the time he dwelt in the country of
the Philistines. 12 So Achish believed David,
saying, “He has made his people Israel utterly
abhor him; therefore he will be my servant
forever.”
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1 Now it happened in those days that the
Philistines gathered their armies together for
war, to fight with Israel. And Achish said to
David, “You assuredly know that you will go
out with me to battle, you and your men.”
So David said to Achish, “Surely you know
what your servant can do.”
2

And Achish said to David, “Therefore I will
make you one of my chief guardians forever.”

Saul Consults a Medium
3

Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had
lamented for him and buried him in Ramah, in
his own city. And Saul had put the mediums
and the spiritists out of the land.
4

Then the Philistines gathered together, and
came and encamped at Shunem. So Saul
gathered all Israel together, and they
encamped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the
army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his
heart trembled greatly. 6 And when Saul
inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer
him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the
prophets.
Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a
woman who is a medium, that I may go to her
and inquire of her.”
7

And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is
a woman who is a medium at En Dor.”
8

So Saul disguised himself and put on other
clothes, and he went, and two men with him;
and they came to the woman by night. And he
said, “Please conduct a séance for me, and
bring up for me the one I shall name to you.”
Then the woman said to him, “Look, you
know what Saul has done, how he has cut off
the mediums and the spiritists from the land.
9
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Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to
cause me to die?”

deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the
Philistines.”

10

20

And Saul swore to her by the LORD, saying,
“As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come
upon you for this thing.”
Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring
up for you?”
11

Immediately Saul fell full length on the
ground, and was dreadfully afraid because of
the words of Samuel. And there was no
strength in him, for he had eaten no food all
day or all night.
21

And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.”
12

When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out
with a loud voice. And the woman spoke to
Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me?
For you are Saul!”
And the king said to her, “Do not be afraid.
What did you see?”
13

And the woman came to Saul and saw that
he was severely troubled, and said to him,
“Look, your maidservant has obeyed your
voice, and I have put my life in my hands and
heeded the words which you spoke to me.
22
Now therefore, please, heed also the voice
of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of
bread before you; and eat, that you may have
strength when you go on your way.”
23

And the woman said to Saul, “I saw a spirit
ascending out of the earth.”
14

But he refused and said, “I will not eat.”

[a]

So he said to her, “What is his form?”

And she said, “An old man is coming up, and
he is covered with a mantle.” And Saul
perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped
with his face to the ground and bowed down.
Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you
disturbed me by bringing me up?”

So his servants, together with the woman,
urged him; and he heeded their voice. Then he
arose from the ground and sat on the bed.
24
Now the woman had a fatted calf in the
house, and she hastened to kill it. And she
took flour and kneaded it, and baked
unleavened bread from it. 25 So she brought it
before Saul and his servants, and they ate.
Then they rose and went away that night.

15

And Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed;
for the Philistines make war against me, and
God has departed from me and does not
answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor
by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that
you may reveal to me what I should do.”
Then Samuel said: “So why do you ask me,
seeing the LORD has departed from you and
has become your enemy? 17 And the LORD has
done for Himself[b] as He spoke by me. For the
LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand
and given it to your neighbor, David.
18
Because you did not obey the voice of the
LORD nor execute His fierce wrath upon
Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this
thing to you this day. 19 Moreover the LORD
will also deliver Israel with you into the hand
of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and your
sons will be with me. The LORD will also
16
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The Philistines Reject David
1 Then the Philistines gathered together all
their armies at Aphek, and the Israelites
encamped by a fountain which is in Jezreel.
2
And the lords of the Philistines passed in
review by hundreds and by thousands, but
David and his men passed in review at the rear
with Achish. 3 Then the princes of the
Philistines said, “What are these Hebrews
doing here?”
And Achish said to the princes of the
Philistines, “Is this not David, the servant of
Saul king of Israel, who has been with me
these days, or these years? And to this day I
have found no fault in him since he defected to
me.”
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4

But the princes of the Philistines were angry
with him; so the princes of the Philistines said
to him, “Make this fellow return, that he may
go back to the place which you have appointed
for him, and do not let him go down with us to
battle, lest in the battle he become our
adversary. For with what could he reconcile
himself to his master, if not with the heads of
these men? 5 Is this not David, of whom they
sang to one another in dances, saying:
‘Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands’?”[a]
6

Then Achish called David and said to him,
“Surely, as the LORD lives, you have been
upright, and your going out and your coming
in with me in the army is good in my sight.
For to this day I have not found evil in you
since the day of your coming to me.
Nevertheless the lords do not favor you.
7
Therefore return now, and go in peace, that
you may not displease the lords of the
Philistines.”
So David said to Achish, “But what have I
done? And to this day what have you found in
your servant as long as I have been with you,
that I may not go and fight against the enemies
of my lord the king?”

attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and
had taken captive the women and those who
were there, from small to great; they did not
kill anyone, but carried them away and went
their way. 3 So David and his men came to the
city, and there it was, burned with fire; and
their wives, their sons, and their daughters had
been taken captive. 4 Then David and the
people who were with him lifted up their
voices and wept, until they had no more power
to weep. 5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam
the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of
Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive.
6
Now David was greatly distressed, for the
people spoke of stoning him, because the soul
of all the people was grieved, every man for
his sons and his daughters. But David
strengthened himself in the LORD his God.
7

Then David said to Abiathar the priest,
Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here
to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to
David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD,
saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I
overtake them?”

8

And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall
surely overtake them and without fail recover
all.”
9

Then Achish answered and said to David, “I
know that you are as good in my sight as an
angel of God; nevertheless the princes of the
Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up with
us to the battle.’ 10 Now therefore, rise early in
the morning with your master’s servants who
have come with you.[b] And as soon as you are
up early in the morning and have light,
depart.”
9

11

So David and his men rose early to depart in
the morning, to return to the land of the
Philistines. And the Philistines went up to
Jezreel.
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David’s Conflict with the Amalekites
1 Now it happened, when David and his men
came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the
Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag,

So David went, he and the six hundred men
who were with him, and came to the Brook
Besor, where those stayed who were left
behind. 10 But David pursued, he and four
hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind,
who were so weary that they could not cross
the Brook Besor.
11

Then they found an Egyptian in the field,
and brought him to David; and they gave him
bread and he ate, and they let him drink water.
12
And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs
and two clusters of raisins. So when he had
eaten, his strength came back to him; for he
had eaten no bread nor drunk water for three
days and three nights. 13 Then David said to
him, “To whom do you belong, and where are
you from?”
And he said, “I am a young man from Egypt,
servant of an Amalekite; and my master left
me behind, because three days ago I fell sick.
14
We made an invasion of the southern area
of the Cherethites, in the territory which
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belongs to Judah, and of the southern area of
Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire.”
And David said to him, “Can you take me
down to this troop?”
15

So he said, “Swear to me by God that you will
neither kill me nor deliver me into the hands
of my master, and I will take you down to this
troop.”
16

And when he had brought him down, there
they were, spread out over all the land, eating
and drinking and dancing, because of all the
great spoil which they had taken from the land
of the Philistines and from the land of Judah.
17
Then David attacked them from twilight
until the evening of the next day. Not a man of
them escaped, except four hundred young men
who rode on camels and fled. 18 So David
recovered all that the Amalekites had carried
away, and David rescued his two wives.
19
And nothing of theirs was lacking, either
small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or
anything which they had taken from them;
David recovered all. 20 Then David took all the
flocks and herds they had driven before those
other livestock, and said, “This is David’s
spoil.”
21

Now David came to the two hundred men
who had been so weary that they could not
follow David, whom they also had made to
stay at the Brook Besor. So they went out to
meet David and to meet the people who were
with him. And when David came near the
people, he greeted them. 22 Then all the wicked
and worthless men[a] of those who went with
David answered and said, “Because they did
not go with us, we will not give them any of
the spoil that we have recovered, except for
every man’s wife and children, that they may
lead them away and depart.”
But David said, “My brethren, you shall not
do so with what the LORD has given us, who
has preserved us and delivered into our hand
the troop that came against us. 24 For who will
heed you in this matter? But as his part is who
goes down to the battle, so shall his part be
who stays by the supplies; they shall share
alike.” 25 So it was, from that day forward; he
made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to
this day.
23

26

Now when David came to Ziklag, he sent
some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his
friends, saying, “Here is a present for you
from the spoil of the enemies of the LORD”—
27
to those who were in Bethel, those who were
in Ramoth of the South, those who were in
Jattir, 28 those who were in Aroer, those who
were in Siphmoth, those who were in
Eshtemoa, 29 those who were in Rachal, those
who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites,
those who were in the cities of the Kenites,
30
those who were in Hormah, those who were
in Chorashan,[b] those who were in Athach,
31
those who were in Hebron, and to all the
places where David himself and his men were
accustomed to rove.

1 Samuel 31 New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Tragic End of Saul and His Sons
1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel;
and the men of Israel fled from before the
Philistines, and fell slain on Mount Gilboa.
2
Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul
and his sons. And the Philistines killed
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul’s
sons. 3 The battle became fierce against Saul.
The archers hit him, and he was severely
wounded by the archers.
Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw
your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest
these uncircumcised men come and thrust me
through and abuse me.”
4

But his armor bearer would not, for he was
greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword
and fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw
that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword,
and died with him. 6 So Saul, his three sons,
his armorbearer, and all his men died together
that same day.
7

And when the men of Israel who were on the
other side of the valley, and those who were
on the other side of the Jordan, saw that the
men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his
sons were dead, they forsook the cities and
fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in
them. 8 So it happened the next day, when the
Philistines came to strip the slain, that they
found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount
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Gilboa. 9 And they cut off his head and
stripped off his armor, and sent word
throughout the land of the Philistines, to
proclaim it in the temple of their idols and
among the people. 10 Then they put his armor
in the temple of the Ashtoreths, and they
fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan.[a]
11

Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead
heard what the Philistines had done to Saul,
12
all the valiant men arose and traveled all
night, and took the body of Saul and the
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan;
and they came to Jabesh and burned them
there. 13 Then they took their bones and buried
them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and
fasted seven days.

2 Samuel 1 New King James
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The Report of Saul’s Death
1 Now it came to pass after the death of Saul,
when David had returned from the slaughter of
the Amalekites, and David had stayed two
days in Ziklag, 2 on the third day, behold, it
happened that a man came from Saul’s camp
with his clothes torn and dust on his head. So
it was, when he came to David, that he fell to
the ground and prostrated himself.
And David said to him, “Where have you
come from?”
3

So he said to him, “I have escaped from the
camp of Israel.”
Then David said to him, “How did the matter
go? Please tell me.”

hard after him. 7 Now when he looked behind
him, he saw me and called to me. And I
answered, ‘Here I am.’ 8 And he said to me,
‘Who are you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an
Amalekite.’ 9 He said to me again, ‘Please
stand over me and kill me, for anguish has
come upon me, but my life still remains in
me.’ 10 So I stood over him and killed him,
because I was sure that he could not live after
he had fallen. And I took the crown that was
on his head and the bracelet that was on his
arm, and have brought them here to my lord.”
11

Therefore David took hold of his own
clothes and tore them, and so did all the men
who were with him. 12 And they mourned and
wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for
Jonathan his son, for the people of the LORD
and for the house of Israel, because they had
fallen by the sword.
13

Then David said to the young man who told
him, “Where are you from?”
And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an
Amalekite.”
So David said to him, “How was it you were
not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the
LORD’s anointed?” 15 Then David called one of
the young men and said, “Go near, and
execute him!” And he struck him so that he
died. 16 So David said to him, “Your blood is
on your own head, for your own mouth has
testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the
LORD’s anointed.’”
14

The Song of the Bow

4

And he answered, “The people have fled from
the battle, many of the people are fallen and
dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead
also.”
5

So David said to the young man who told
him, “How do you know that Saul and
Jonathan his son are dead?”
Then the young man who told him said, “As I
happened by chance to be on Mount Gilboa,
there was Saul, leaning on his spear; and
indeed the chariots and horsemen followed
6

17

Then David lamented with this lamentation
over Saul and over Jonathan his son, 18 and he
told them to teach the children of Judah the
Song of the Bow; indeed it is written in the
Book of Jasher:
“The beauty of Israel is slain on your high
places!
How the mighty have fallen!
20
Tell it not in Gath,
Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon—
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised
triumph.
19
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“O mountains of Gilboa,
Let there be no dew nor rain upon you,
Nor fields of offerings.
For the shield of the mighty is cast away there!
The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.
22
From the blood of the slain,
From the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan did not turn back,
And the sword of Saul did not return empty.
21

“Saul and Jonathan were beloved and
pleasant in their lives,
And in their death they were not divided;
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.
23

“O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
Who clothed you in scarlet, with luxury;
Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.
24

“How the mighty have fallen in the midst of
the battle!
Jonathan was slain in your high places.
26
I am distressed for you, my brother
Jonathan;
You have been very pleasant to me;
Your love to me was wonderful,
Surpassing the love of women.
25

“How the mighty have fallen,
And the weapons of war perished!”
27
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4

Then the men of Judah came, and there they
anointed David king over the house of Judah.
And they told David, saying, “The men of
Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul.”
5
So David sent messengers to the men of
Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, “You are
blessed of the LORD, for you have shown this
kindness to your lord, to Saul, and have buried
him. 6 And now may the LORD show kindness
and truth to you. I also will repay you this
kindness, because you have done this thing.
7
Now therefore, let your hands be
strengthened, and be valiant; for your master
Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah has
anointed me king over them.”

Ishbosheth Made King of Israel
8

But Abner the son of Ner, commander of
Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth[a] the son of Saul
and brought him over to Mahanaim; 9 and he
made him king over Gilead, over the
Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim, over
Benjamin, and over all Israel. 10 Ishbosheth,
Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began
to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years.
Only the house of Judah followed David.
11
And the time that David was king in Hebron
over the house of Judah was seven years and
six months.

Israel and Judah at War
12

And the LORD said to him, “Go up.”

Now Abner the son of Ner, and the servants
of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13 And Joab the son of
Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out
and met them by the pool of Gibeon. So they
sat down, one on one side of the pool and the
other on the other side of the pool. 14 Then
Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men now
arise and compete before us.”

David said, “Where shall I go up?”

And Joab said, “Let them arise.”

And He said, “To Hebron.”

15

David Anointed King of Judah
1 It happened after this that David inquired of
the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up to any of the
cities of Judah?”

2

So David went up there, and his two wives
also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the
widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 3 And David
brought up the men who were with him, every
man with his household. So they dwelt in the
cities of Hebron.

So they arose and went over by number,
twelve from Benjamin, followers of
Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve from
the servants of David. 16 And each one grasped
his opponent by the head and thrust his sword
in his opponent’s side; so they fell down
together. Therefore that place was called the
Field of Sharp Swords,[b] which is in Gibeon.
17
So there was a very fierce battle that day,
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and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten
before the servants of David.
18

Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there:
Joab and Abishai and Asahel. And Asahel was
as fleet of foot as a wild gazelle. 19 So Asahel
pursued Abner, and in going he did not turn to
the right hand or to the left from following
Abner.

30

So Joab returned from pursuing Abner. And
when he had gathered all the people together,
there were missing of David’s servants
nineteen men and Asahel. 31 But the servants
of David had struck down, of Benjamin and
Abner’s men, three hundred and sixty men
who died. 32 Then they took up Asahel and
buried him in his father’s tomb, which was in
Bethlehem. And Joab and his men went all
night, and they came to Hebron at daybreak.

20

Then Abner looked behind him and said,
“Are you Asahel?”
He answered, “I am.”
And Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your
right hand or to your left, and lay hold on one
of the young men and take his armor for
yourself.” But Asahel would not turn aside
from following him. 22 So Abner said again to
Asahel, “Turn aside from following me. Why
should I strike you to the ground? How then
could I face your brother Joab?” 23 However,
he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner
struck him in the stomach with the blunt end
of the spear, so that the spear came out of his
back; and he fell down there and died on the
spot. So it was that as many as came to the
place where Asahel fell down and died, stood
still.
21

24

Joab and Abishai also pursued Abner. And
the sun was going down when they came to
the hill of Ammah, which is before Giah by
the road to the Wilderness of Gibeon. 25 Now
the children of Benjamin gathered together
behind Abner and became a unit, and took
their stand on top of a hill. 26 Then Abner
called to Joab and said, “Shall the sword
devour forever? Do you not know that it will
be bitter in the latter end? How long will it be
then until you tell the people to return from
pursuing their brethren?”
And Joab said, “As God lives, unless you
had spoken, surely then by morning all the
people would have given up pursuing their
brethren.” 28 So Joab blew a trumpet; and all
the people stood still and did not pursue Israel
anymore, nor did they fight anymore. 29 Then
Abner and his men went on all that night
through the plain, crossed over the Jordan, and
went through all Bithron; and they came to
Mahanaim.
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14 Now there was a long war between the
house of Saul and the house of David. But
David grew stronger and stronger, and the
house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.

Sons of David
2

Sons were born to David in Hebron: His
firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by Abigail
the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third,
Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of
Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah
the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the
son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, by
David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David
in Hebron.

Abner Joins Forces with David
6

Now it was so, while there was war between
the house of Saul and the house of David, that
Abner was strengthening his hold on the house
of Saul.
7

And Saul had a concubine, whose name was
Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. So Ishbosheth
said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my
father’s concubine?”

27

8

Then Abner became very angry at the words
of Ishbosheth, and said, “Am I a dog’s head
that belongs to Judah? Today I show loyalty to
the house of Saul your father, to his brothers,
and to his friends, and have not delivered you
into the hand of David; and you charge me
today with a fault concerning this woman?
9
May God do so to Abner, and more also, if I
do not do for David as the LORD has sworn to
him— 10 to transfer the kingdom from the
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house of Saul, and set up the throne of David
over Israel and over Judah, from Dan to
Beersheba.” 11 And he could not answer Abner
another word, because he feared him.
12

Then Abner sent messengers on his behalf to
David, saying, “Whose is the land?” saying
also, “Make your covenant with me, and
indeed my hand shall be with you to bring all
Israel to you.”
And David said, “Good, I will make a
covenant with you. But one thing I require of
you: you shall not see my face unless you first
bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come
to see my face.” 14 So David sent messengers
to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me
my wife Michal, whom I betrothed to myself
for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”
15
And Ishbosheth sent and took her from her
husband, from Paltiel[a] the son of Laish.
16
Then her husband went along with her to
Bahurim, weeping behind her. So Abner said
to him, “Go, return!” And he returned.

gone in peace. 23 When Joab and all the troops
that were with him had come, they told Joab,
saying, “Abner the son of Ner came to the
king, and he sent him away, and he has gone
in peace.” 24 Then Joab came to the king and
said, “What have you done? Look, Abner
came to you; why is it that you sent him away,
and he has already gone? 25 Surely you realize
that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive
you, to know your going out and your coming
in, and to know all that you are doing.”

13

17

Now Abner had communicated with the
elders of Israel, saying, “In time past you were
seeking for David to be king over you. 18 Now
then, do it! For the LORD has spoken of David,
saying, ‘By the hand of My servant David, I[b]
will save My people Israel from the hand of
the Philistines and the hand of all their
enemies.’” 19 And Abner also spoke in the
hearing of Benjamin. Then Abner also went to
speak in the hearing of David in Hebron all
that seemed good to Israel and the whole
house of Benjamin.
20

So Abner and twenty men with him came to
David at Hebron. And David made a feast for
Abner and the men who were with him.
21
Then Abner said to David, “I will arise and
go, and gather all Israel to my lord the king,
that they may make a covenant with you, and
that you may reign over all that your heart
desires.” So David sent Abner away, and he
went in peace.

Joab Murders Abner

And when Joab had gone from David’s
presence, he sent messengers after Abner, who
brought him back from the well of Sirah. But
David did not know it. 27 Now when Abner
had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in
the gate to speak with him privately, and there
stabbed him in the stomach, so that he died for
the blood of Asahel his brother.
26

28

Afterward, when David heard it, he said,
“My kingdom and I are guiltless before the
LORD forever of the blood of Abner the son of
Ner. 29 Let it rest on the head of Joab and on
all his father’s house; and let there never fail
to be in the house of Joab one who has a
discharge or is a leper, who leans on a staff or
falls by the sword, or who lacks bread.” 30 So
Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner,
because he had killed their brother Asahel at
Gibeon in the battle.

David’s Mourning for Abner
31

Then David said to Joab and to all the
people who were with him, “Tear your
clothes, gird yourselves with sackcloth, and
mourn for Abner.” And King David followed
the coffin. 32 So they buried Abner in Hebron;
and the king lifted up his voice and wept at the
grave of Abner, and all the people wept.
33
And the king sang a lament over Abner and
said:
“Should Abner die as a fool dies?
34
Your hands were not bound
Nor your feet put into fetters;
As a man falls before wicked men, so you
fell.”

22

At that moment the servants of David and
Joab came from a raid and brought much spoil
with them. But Abner was not with David in
Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he had

Then all the people wept over him again.
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35

And when all the people came to persuade
David to eat food while it was still day, David
took an oath, saying, “God do so to me, and
more also, if I taste bread or anything else till
the sun goes down!” 36 Now all the people
took note of it, and it pleased them, since
whatever the king did pleased all the people.
37
For all the people and all Israel understood
that day that it had not been the king’s intent
to kill Abner the son of Ner. 38 Then the king
said to his servants, “Do you not know that a
prince and a great man has fallen this day in
Israel? 39 And I am weak today, though
anointed king; and these men, the sons of
Zeruiah, are too harsh for me. The LORD shall
repay the evildoer according to his
wickedness.”

2 Samuel 4 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Ishbosheth Is Murdered
1 When Saul’s son[a] heard that Abner had
died in Hebron, he lost heart, and all Israel
was troubled. 2 Now Saul’s son had two men
who were captains of troops. The name of one
was Baanah and the name of the other Rechab,
the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the
children of Benjamin. (For Beeroth also was
part of Benjamin, 3 because the Beerothites
fled to Gittaim and have been sojourners there
until this day.)
Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was
lame in his feet. He was five years old when
the news about Saul and Jonathan came from
Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled.
And it happened, as she made haste to flee,
that he fell and became lame. His name was
Mephibosheth.[b]
4

5

Then the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
Rechab and Baanah, set out and came at about
the heat of the day to the house of Ishbosheth,
who was lying on his bed at noon. 6 And they
came there, all the way into the house, as
though to get wheat, and they stabbed him in
the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his
brother escaped. 7 For when they came into the
house, he was lying on his bed in his bedroom;
then they struck him and killed him, beheaded
him and took his head, and were all night
escaping through the plain. 8 And they brought

the head of Ishbosheth to David at Hebron,
and said to the king, “Here is the head of
Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your enemy, who
sought your life; and the LORD has avenged
my lord the king this day of Saul and his
descendants.”
9

But David answered Rechab and Baanah his
brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
and said to them, “As the LORD lives, who has
redeemed my life from all adversity, 10 when
someone told me, saying, ‘Look, Saul is dead,’
thinking to have brought good news, I arrested
him and had him executed in Ziklag—the one
who thought I would give him a reward for his
news. 11 How much more, when wicked men
have killed a righteous person in his own
house on his bed? Therefore, shall I not now
require his blood at your hand and remove you
from the earth?” 12 So David commanded his
young men, and they executed them, cut off
their hands and feet, and hanged them by the
pool in Hebron. But they took the head of
Ishbosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner
in Hebron.

2 Samuel 5 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David Reigns over All Israel
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at
Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are
your bone and your flesh. 2 Also, in time past,
when Saul was king over us, you were the one
who led Israel out and brought them in; and
the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My
people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’”
3
Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the
king at Hebron, and King David made a
covenant with them at Hebron before the
LORD. And they anointed David king over
Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In
Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and
six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirtythree years over all Israel and Judah.

The Conquest of Jerusalem
6

And the king and his men went to Jerusalem
against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land, who spoke to David, saying, “You shall
not come in here; but the blind and the lame
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will repel you,” thinking, “David cannot come
in here.” 7 Nevertheless David took the
stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David).

called the name of that place Baal Perazim.[e]
21
And they left their images there, and David
and his men carried them away.

Now David said on that day, “Whoever
climbs up by way of the water shaft and
defeats the Jebusites (the lame and the blind,
who are hated by David’s soul), he shall be
chief and captain.”[a] Therefore they say, “The
blind and the lame shall not come into the
house.”

22

8

9

Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and
called it the City of David. And David built all
around from the Millo[b] and inward. 10 So
David went on and became great, and the
LORD God of hosts was with him.
11

Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to
David, and cedar trees, and carpenters and
masons. And they built David a house. 12 So
David knew that the LORD had established him
as king over Israel, and that He had exalted
His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.
13

And David took more concubines and wives
from Jerusalem, after he had come from
Hebron. Also more sons and daughters were
born to David. 14 Now these are the names of
those who were born to him in Jerusalem:
Shammua,[c] Shobab, Nathan, Solomon,
15
Ibhar, Elishua,[d] Nepheg, Japhia,
16
Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

The Philistines Defeated
17

Now when the Philistines heard that they
had anointed David king over Israel, all the
Philistines went up to search for David. And
David heard of it and went down to the
stronghold. 18 The Philistines also went and
deployed themselves in the Valley of
Rephaim. 19 So David inquired of the LORD,
saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines?
Will You deliver them into my hand?”
And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will
doubtless deliver the Philistines into your
hand.”
20

So David went to Baal Perazim, and David
defeated them there; and he said, “The LORD
has broken through my enemies before me,
like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore he

Then the Philistines went up once again and
deployed themselves in the Valley of
Rephaim. 23 Therefore David inquired of the
LORD, and He said, “You shall not go up;
circle around behind them, and come upon
them in front of the mulberry trees. 24 And it
shall be, when you hear the sound of marching
in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you
shall advance quickly. For then the LORD will
go out before you to strike the camp of the
Philistines.” 25 And David did so, as the LORD
commanded him; and he drove back the
Philistines from Geba[f] as far as Gezer.

2 Samuel 6 New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Ark Brought to Jerusalem
1 Again David gathered all the choice men of
Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and
went with all the people who were with him
from Baale Judah to bring up from there the
ark of God, whose name is called by the
Name,[a] the LORD of Hosts, who dwells
between the cherubim. 3 So they set the ark of
God on a new cart, and brought it out of the
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove
the new cart.[b] 4 And they brought it out of the
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill,
accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went
before the ark. 5 Then David and all the house
of Israel played music before the LORD on all
kinds of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on
stringed instruments, on tambourines, on
sistrums, and on cymbals.
And when they came to Nachon’s threshing
floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God
and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.
7
Then the anger of the LORD was aroused
against Uzzah, and God struck him there for
his error; and he died there by the ark of God.
8
And David became angry because of the
LORD’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called
the name of the place Perez Uzzah[c] to this
day.
6
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9

David was afraid of the LORD that day; and
he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come
to me?” 10 So David would not move the ark of
the LORD with him into the City of David; but
David took it aside into the house of ObedEdom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the LORD
remained in the house of Obed-Edom the
Gittite three months. And the LORD blessed
Obed-Edom and all his household.
Now it was told King David, saying, “The
LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom
and all that belongs to him, because of the ark
of God.” So David went and brought up the
ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to
the City of David with gladness. 13 And so it
was, when those bearing the ark of the LORD
had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and
fatted sheep. 14 Then David danced before the
LORD with all his might; and David was
wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the
house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD
with shouting and with the sound of the
trumpet.

and all his house, to appoint me ruler over the
people of the LORD, over Israel. Therefore I
will play music before the LORD. 22 And I will
be even more undignified than this, and will
be humble in my own sight. But as for the
maidservants of whom you have spoken, by
them I will be held in honor.”
23

Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had
no children to the day of her death.

12

16

Now as the ark of the LORD came into the
City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked
through a window and saw King David
leaping and whirling before the LORD; and she
despised him in her heart. 17 So they brought
the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place in
the midst of the tabernacle that David had
erected for it. Then David offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.
18
And when David had finished offering burnt
offerings and peace offerings, he blessed the
people in the name of the LORD of hosts.
19
Then he distributed among all the people,
among the whole multitude of Israel, both the
women and the men, to everyone a loaf of
bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins.
So all the people departed, everyone to his
house.
20

Then David returned to bless his household.
And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to
meet David, and said, “How glorious was the
king of Israel today, uncovering himself today
in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one
of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers
himself!”
So David said to Michal, “It was before the
LORD, who chose me instead of your father
21

2 Samuel 7 New King James
Version (NKJV)
God’s Covenant with David
1 Now it came to pass when the king was
dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given
him rest from all his enemies all around, 2 that
the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now,
I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwells inside tent curtains.”
Then Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that
is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
3

4

But it happened that night that the word of
the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and
tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
“Would you build a house for Me to dwell in?
6
For I have not dwelt in a house since the time
that I brought the children of Israel up from
Egypt, even to this day, but have moved about
in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have
moved about with all the children of Israel,
have I ever spoken a word to anyone from the
tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to
shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have
you not built Me a house of cedar?’”’ 8 Now
therefore, thus shall you say to My servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “I took
you from the sheepfold, from following the
sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel.
9
And I have been with you wherever you have
gone, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you, and have made you a great name,
like the name of the great men who are on the
earth. 10 Moreover I will appoint a place for
My people Israel, and will plant them, that
they may dwell in a place of their own and
move no more; nor shall the sons of
wickedness oppress them anymore, as
previously, 11 since the time that I commanded
judges to be over My people Israel, and have
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caused you to rest from all your enemies. Also
the LORD tells you that He will make you a
house.[a]
“When your days are fulfilled and you rest
with your fathers, I will set up your seed after
you, who will come from your body, and I will
establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a
house for My name, and I will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his
Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits
iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of
men and with the blows of the sons of men.
15
But My mercy shall not depart from him, as
I took it from Saul, whom I removed from
before you. 16 And your house and your
kingdom shall be established forever before
you.[b] Your throne shall be established
forever.”’”
12

17

concerning his house, establish it forever and
do as You have said. 26 So let Your name be
magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts
is the God over Israel.’ And let the house of
Your servant David be established before You.
27
For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel,
have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I
will build you a house.’ Therefore Your
servant has found it in his heart to pray this
prayer to You.
“And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and
Your words are true, and You have promised
this goodness to Your servant. 29 Now
therefore, let it please You to bless the house
of Your servant, that it may continue before
You forever; for You, O Lord GOD, have
spoken it, and with Your blessing let the house
of Your servant be blessed forever.”
28

According to all these words and according
to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.

2 Samuel 8 New King James
Version (NKJV)

David’s Thanksgiving to God

David’s Administration

18

Then King David went in and sat before the
LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD?
And what is my house, that You have brought
me this far? 19 And yet this was a small thing
in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also
spoken of Your servant’s house for a great
while to come. Is this the manner of man, O
Lord GOD? 20 Now what more can David say
to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your
servant. 21 For Your word’s sake, and
according to Your own heart, You have done
all these great things, to make Your servant
know them. 22 Therefore You are great, O Lord
GOD.[c] For there is none like You, nor is there
any God besides You, according to all that we
have heard with our ears. 23 And who is like
Your people, like Israel, the one nation on the
earth whom God went to redeem for Himself
as a people, to make for Himself a name—and
to do for Yourself great and awesome deeds
for Your land—before Your people whom
You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, the
nations, and their gods? 24 For You have made
Your people Israel Your very own people
forever; and You, LORD, have become their
God.

15

So David reigned over all Israel; and David
administered judgment and justice to all his
people. 16 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the
army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
recorder; 17 Zadok the son of Ahitub and
Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were the
priests; Seraiah[g] was the scribe; 18 Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada was over both the
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s
sons were chief ministers.

2 Samuel 9 New King James
Version (NKJV)
David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth
1 Now David said, “Is there still anyone who
is left of the house of Saul, that I may show
him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”
2

And there was a servant of the house of Saul
whose name was Ziba. So when they had
called him to David, the king said to him, “Are
you Ziba?”
He said, “At your service!”

“Now, O LORD God, the word which You
have spoken concerning Your servant and
25
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3

Then the king said, “Is there not still
someone of the house of Saul, to whom I may
show the kindness of God?”

Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in
Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s
table. And he was lame in both his feet.

And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son
of Jonathan who is lame in his feet.”

2 Samuel 11 New King James
Version (NKJV)

4

So the king said to him, “Where is he?”

And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is in the
house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo
Debar.”
5

Then King David sent and brought him out of
the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from
Lo Debar.

David, Bathsheba, and Uriah
1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the
time when kings go out to battle, that David
sent Joab and his servants with him, and all
Israel; and they destroyed the people of
Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained at Jerusalem.
2

6

Now when Mephibosheth the son of
Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David,
he fell on his face and prostrated himself.
Then David said, “Mephibosheth?”
And he answered, “Here is your servant!”
So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will
surely show you kindness for Jonathan your
father’s sake, and will restore to you all the
land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall
eat bread at my table continually.”
7

Then he bowed himself, and said, “What is
your servant, that you should look upon such a
dead dog as I?”
8

And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant,
and said to him, “I have given to your master’s
son all that belonged to Saul and to all his
house. 10 You therefore, and your sons and
your servants, shall work the land for him, and
you shall bring in the harvest, that your
master’s son may have food to eat. But
Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat
bread at my table always.” Now Ziba had
fifteen sons and twenty servants.
9

Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all
that my lord the king has commanded his
servant, so will your servant do.”
11

Then it happened one evening that David
arose from his bed and walked on the roof of
the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a
woman bathing, and the woman was very
beautiful to behold. 3 So David sent and
inquired about the woman. And someone said,
“Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam,
the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 Then David
sent messengers, and took her; and she came
to him, and he lay with her, for she was
cleansed from her impurity; and she returned
to her house. 5 And the woman conceived; so
she sent and told David, and said, “I am with
child.”
Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me
Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to
David. 7 When Uriah had come to him, David
asked how Joab was doing, and how the
people were doing, and how the war
prospered. 8 And David said to Uriah, “Go
down to your house and wash your feet.” So
Uriah departed from the king’s house, and a
gift of food from the king followed him. 9 But
Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house
with all the servants of his lord, and did not go
down to his house. 10 So when they told David,
saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house,”
David said to Uriah, “Did you not come from
a journey? Why did you not go down to your
house?”
6

And Uriah said to David, “The ark and
Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my
lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to
my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my
11

“As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, “he
shall eat at my table[a] like one of the king’s
sons.” 12 Mephibosheth had a young son
whose name was Micha. And all who dwelt in
the house of Ziba were servants of
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wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will
not do this thing.”

well as another. Strengthen your attack against
the city, and overthrow it.’ So encourage him.”

12

Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here today
also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.” So
Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the
next. 13 Now when David called him, he ate
and drank before him; and he made him drunk.
And at evening he went out to lie on his bed
with the servants of his lord, but he did not go
down to his house.

26

14

2 Samuel 12 New King James
Version (NKJV)

In the morning it happened that David wrote
a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of
Uriah. 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying,
“Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle,
and retreat from him, that he may be struck
down and die.” 16 So it was, while Joab
besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a
place where he knew there were valiant men.
17
Then the men of the city came out and
fought with Joab. And some of the people of
the servants of David fell; and Uriah the
Hittite died also.
18

Then Joab sent and told David all the things
concerning the war, 19 and charged the
messenger, saying, “When you have finished
telling the matters of the war to the king, 20 if it
happens that the king’s wrath rises, and he
says to you: ‘Why did you approach so near to
the city when you fought? Did you not know
that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who
struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth?[a]
Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a
millstone on him from the wall, so that he died
in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?’—
then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the
Hittite is dead also.’”
22

So the messenger went, and came and told
David all that Joab had sent by him. 23 And the
messenger said to David, “Surely the men
prevailed against us and came out to us in the
field; then we drove them back as far as the
entrance of the gate. 24 The archers shot from
the wall at your servants; and some of the
king’s servants are dead, and your servant
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.”
Then David said to the messenger, “Thus
you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this thing
displease you, for the sword devours one as
25

When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her
husband was dead, she mourned for her
husband. 27 And when her mourning was over,
David sent and brought her to his house, and
she became his wife and bore him a son. But
the thing that David had done displeased the
LORD.

Nathan’s Parable and David’s
Confession
1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And
he came to him, and said to him: “There were
two men in one city, one rich and the other
poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many
flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had
nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he
had bought and nourished; and it grew up
together with him and with his children. It ate
of his own food and drank from his own cup
and lay in his bosom; and it was like a
daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the
rich man, who refused to take from his own
flock and from his own herd to prepare one for
the wayfaring man who had come to him; but
he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it
for the man who had come to him.”
So David’s anger was greatly aroused against
the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD
lives, the man who has done this shall surely
die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the
lamb, because he did this thing and because he
had no pity.”
5

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the
man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered
you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your
master’s house and your master’s wives into
your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel
and Judah. And if that had been too little, I
also would have given you much more! 9 Why
have you despised the commandment of the
LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have
taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed
him with the sword of the people of Ammon.
7
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Now therefore, the sword shall never depart
from your house, because you have despised
Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD:
‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you
from your own house; and I will take your
wives before your eyes and give them to your
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in
the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly,
but I will do this thing before all Israel, before
the sun.’”
So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned
against the LORD.”

him, “What is this that you have done? You
fasted and wept for the child while he was
alive, but when the child died, you arose and
ate food.”
And he said, “While the child was alive, I
fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell
whether the LORD[a] will be gracious to me,
that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead;
why should I fast? Can I bring him back
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return
to me.”
22

13

And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also
has put away your sin; you shall not die.
14
However, because by this deed you have
given great occasion to the enemies of the
LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born
to you shall surely die.” 15 Then Nathan
departed to his house.

The Death of David’s Son
And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s
wife bore to David, and it became ill. 16 David
therefore pleaded with God for the child, and
David fasted and went in and lay all night on
the ground. 17 So the elders of his house arose
and went to him, to raise him up from the
ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food
with them. 18 Then on the seventh day it came
to pass that the child died. And the servants of
David were afraid to tell him that the child
was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while the
child was alive, we spoke to him, and he
would not heed our voice. How can we tell
him that the child is dead? He may do some
harm!”
19

When David saw that his servants were
whispering, David perceived that the child was
dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is
the child dead?”
And they said, “He is dead.”
20

So David arose from the ground, washed
and anointed himself, and changed his clothes;
and he went into the house of the LORD and
worshiped. Then he went to his own house;
and when he requested, they set food before
him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to

Solomon Is Born
24

Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife,
and went in to her and lay with her. So she
bore a son, and he[b] called his name Solomon.
Now the LORD loved him, 25 and He sent word
by the hand of Nathan the prophet: So he[c]
called his name Jedidiah,[d] because of the
LORD.

Rabbah Is Captured
26

Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the
people of Ammon, and took the royal city.
27
And Joab sent messengers to David, and
said, “I have fought against Rabbah, and I
have taken the city’s water supply. 28 Now
therefore, gather the rest of the people together
and encamp against the city and take it, lest I
take the city and it be called after my name.”
29
So David gathered all the people together
and went to Rabbah, fought against it, and
took it. 30 Then he took their king’s crown
from his head. Its weight was a talent of gold,
with precious stones. And it was set on
David’s head. Also he brought out the spoil of
the city in great abundance. 31 And he brought
out the people who were in it, and put them to
work with saws and iron picks and iron axes,
and made them cross over to the brick works.
So he did to all the cities of the people of
Ammon. Then David and all the people
returned to Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 13 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Amnon and Tamar
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1 After this Absalom the son of David had a
lovely sister, whose name was Tamar; and
Amnon the son of David loved her. 2 Amnon
was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he
became sick; for she was a virgin. And it was
improper for Amnon to do anything to her.
3
But Amnon had a friend whose name was
Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother.
Now Jonadab was a very crafty man. 4 And he
said to him, “Why are you, the king’s son,
becoming thinner day after day? Will you not
tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother
Absalom’s sister.”
So Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on your
bed and pretend to be ill. And when your
father comes to see you, say to him, ‘Please let
my sister Tamar come and give me food, and
prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it
and eat it from her hand.’” 6 Then Amnon lay
down and pretended to be ill; and when the
king came to see him, Amnon said to the king,
“Please let Tamar my sister come and make a
couple of cakes for me in my sight, that I may
eat from her hand.”
5

7

And David sent home to Tamar, saying,
“Now go to your brother Amnon’s house, and
prepare food for him.” 8 So Tamar went to her
brother Amnon’s house; and he was lying
down. Then she took flour and kneaded it,
made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes.
9
And she took the pan and placed them out
before him, but he refused to eat. Then Amnon
said, “Have everyone go out from me.” And
they all went out from him. 10 Then Amnon
said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the
bedroom, that I may eat from your hand.” And
Tamar took the cakes which she had made,
and brought them to Amnon her brother in the
bedroom. 11 Now when she had brought them
to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to
her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.”
But she answered him, “No, my brother, do
not force me, for no such thing should be done
in Israel. Do not do this disgraceful thing!
13
And I, where could I take my shame? And
as for you, you would be like one of the fools
in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the
king; for he will not withhold me from you.”
14
However, he would not heed her voice; and
12

being stronger than she, he forced her and lay
with her.
15

Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that
the hatred with which he hated her was greater
than the love with which he had loved her.
And Amnon said to her, “Arise, be gone!”
So she said to him, “No, indeed! This evil of
sending me away is worse than the other that
you did to me.”
16

But he would not listen to her. 17 Then he
called his servant who attended him, and said,
“Here! Put this woman out, away from me,
and bolt the door behind her.” 18 Now she had
on a robe of many colors, for the king’s virgin
daughters wore such apparel. And his servant
put her out and bolted the door behind her.
19

Then Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore
her robe of many colors that was on her, and
laid her hand on her head and went away
crying bitterly. 20 And Absalom her brother
said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been
with you? But now hold your peace, my sister.
He is your brother; do not take this thing to
heart.” So Tamar remained desolate in her
brother Absalom’s house.
21

But when King David heard of all these
things, he was very angry. 22 And Absalom
spoke to his brother Amnon neither good nor
bad. For Absalom hated Amnon, because he
had forced his sister Tamar.

Absalom Murders Amnon
23

And it came to pass, after two full years, that
Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal Hazor,
which is near Ephraim; so Absalom invited all
the king’s sons. 24 Then Absalom came to the
king and said, “Kindly note, your servant has
sheepshearers; please, let the king and his
servants go with your servant.”
But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son,
let us not all go now, lest we be a burden to
you.” Then he urged him, but he would not go;
and he blessed him.
25

Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my
brother Amnon go with us.”
26
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And the king said to him, “Why should he go
with you?” 27 But Absalom urged him; so he
let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.
28

Now Absalom had commanded his servants,
saying, “Watch now, when Amnon’s heart is
merry with wine, and when I say to you,
‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be
afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be
courageous and valiant.” 29 So the servants of
Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had
commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose,
and each one got on his mule and fled.
30

And it came to pass, while they were on the
way, that news came to David, saying,
“Absalom has killed all the king’s sons, and
not one of them is left!” 31 So the king arose
and tore his garments and lay on the ground,
and all his servants stood by with their clothes
torn. 32 Then Jonadab the son of Shimeah,
David’s brother, answered and said, “Let not
my lord suppose they have killed all the young
men, the king’s sons, for only Amnon is dead.
For by the command of Absalom this has been
determined from the day that he forced his
sister Tamar. 33 Now therefore, let not my lord
the king take the thing to his heart, to think
that all the king’s sons are dead. For only
Amnon is dead.”

Absalom Flees to Geshur
34

Then Absalom fled. And the young man
who was keeping watch lifted his eyes and
looked, and there, many people were coming
from the road on the hillside behind him.[a]
35
And Jonadab said to the king, “Look, the
king’s sons are coming; as your servant said,
so it is.” 36 So it was, as soon as he had
finished speaking, that the king’s sons indeed
came, and they lifted up their voice and wept.
Also the king and all his servants wept very
bitterly.
37

But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the
son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David
mourned for his son every day. 38 So Absalom
fled and went to Geshur, and was there three
years. 39 And King David[b] longed to go to[c]
Absalom. For he had been comforted
concerning Amnon, because he was dead.

2 Samuel 14 New King James
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Absalom Returns to Jerusalem
1 So Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the
king’s heart was concerned about Absalom.
2
And Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from
there a wise woman, and said to her, “Please
pretend to be a mourner, and put on mourning
apparel; do not anoint yourself with oil, but act
like a woman who has been mourning a long
time for the dead. 3 Go to the king and speak to
him in this manner.” So Joab put the words in
her mouth.
4

And when the woman of Tekoa spoke[a] to
the king, she fell on her face to the ground and
prostrated herself, and said, “Help, O king!”
Then the king said to her, “What troubles
you?”
5

And she answered, “Indeed I am a widow, my
husband is dead. 6 Now your maidservant had
two sons; and the two fought with each other
in the field, and there was no one to part them,
but the one struck the other and killed him.
7
And now the whole family has risen up
against your maidservant, and they said,
‘Deliver him who struck his brother, that we
may execute him for the life of his brother
whom he killed; and we will destroy the heir
also.’ So they would extinguish my ember that
is left, and leave to my husband neither name
nor remnant on the earth.”
Then the king said to the woman, “Go to
your house, and I will give orders concerning
you.”
8

9

And the woman of Tekoa said to the king,
“My lord, O king, let the iniquity be on me
and on my father’s house, and the king and his
throne be guiltless.”
So the king said, “Whoever says anything to
you, bring him to me, and he shall not touch
you anymore.”
10

Then she said, “Please let the king
remember the LORD your God, and do not
permit the avenger of blood to destroy
anymore, lest they destroy my son.”
11
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And he said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair
of your son shall fall to the ground.”
Therefore the woman said, “Please, let your
maidservant speak another word to my lord
the king.”

And the king said to Joab, “All right, I have
granted this thing. Go therefore, bring back the
young man Absalom.”
21

12

And he said, “Say on.”
So the woman said: “Why then have you
schemed such a thing against the people of
God? For the king speaks this thing as one
who is guilty, in that the king does not bring
his banished one home again. 14 For we will
surely die and become like water spilled on the
ground, which cannot be gathered up again.
Yet God does not take away a life; but He
devises means, so that His banished ones are
not expelled from Him. 15 Now therefore, I
have come to speak of this thing to my lord the
king because the people have made me afraid.
And your maidservant said, ‘I will now speak
to the king; it may be that the king will
perform the request of his maidservant. 16 For
the king will hear and deliver his maidservant
from the hand of the man who would destroy
me and my son together from the inheritance
of God.’ 17 Your maidservant said, ‘The word
of my lord the king will now be comforting;
for as the angel of God, so is my lord the king
in discerning good and evil. And may the
LORD your God be with you.’”
13

18

Then the king answered and said to the
woman, “Please do not hide from me anything
that I ask you.”
And the woman said, “Please, let my lord the
king speak.”
So the king said, “Is the hand of Joab with
you in all this?” And the woman answered and
said, “As you live, my lord the king, no one
can turn to the right hand or to the left from
anything that my lord the king has spoken. For
your servant Joab commanded me, and he put
all these words in the mouth of your
maidservant. 20 To bring about this change of
affairs your servant Joab has done this thing;
but my lord is wise, according to the wisdom
of the angel of God, to know everything that is
in the earth.”
19

22

Then Joab fell to the ground on his face and
bowed himself, and thanked the king. And
Joab said, “Today your servant knows that I
have found favor in your sight, my lord, O
king, in that the king has fulfilled the request
of his servant.” 23 So Joab arose and went to
Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem.
24
And the king said, “Let him return to his
own house, but do not let him see my face.”
So Absalom returned to his own house, but did
not see the king’s face.

David Forgives Absalom
25

Now in all Israel there was no one who was
praised as much as Absalom for his good
looks. From the sole of his foot to the crown
of his head there was no blemish in him.
26
And when he cut the hair of his head—at the
end of every year he cut it because it was
heavy on him—when he cut it, he weighed the
hair of his head at two hundred shekels
according to the king’s standard. 27 To
Absalom were born three sons, and one
daughter whose name was Tamar. She was a
woman of beautiful appearance.
28

And Absalom dwelt two full years in
Jerusalem, but did not see the king’s face.
29
Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to send
him to the king, but he would not come to him.
And when he sent again the second time, he
would not come. 30 So he said to his servants,
“See, Joab’s field is near mine, and he has
barley there; go and set it on fire.” And
Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.
Then Joab arose and came to Absalom’s
house, and said to him, “Why have your
servants set my field on fire?”
31

And Absalom answered Joab, “Look, I sent
to you, saying, ‘Come here, so that I may send
you to the king, to say, “Why have I come
from Geshur? It would be better for me to be
there still.”’ Now therefore, let me see the
king’s face; but if there is iniquity in me, let
him execute me.”
32
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33

So Joab went to the king and told him. And
when he had called for Absalom, he came to
the king and bowed himself on his face to the
ground before the king. Then the king kissed
Absalom.

he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy grew
strong, for the people with Absalom
continually increased in number.

2 Samuel 15 New King James
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13

Absalom’s Treason
1 After this it happened that Absalom
provided himself with chariots and horses, and
fifty men to run before him. 2 Now Absalom
would rise early and stand beside the way to
the gate. So it was, whenever anyone who had
a lawsuit came to the king for a decision, that
Absalom would call to him and say, “What
city are you from?” And he would say, “Your
servant is from such and such a tribe of
Israel.” 3 Then Absalom would say to him,
“Look, your case is good and right; but there
is no deputy of the king to hear you.”
4
Moreover Absalom would say, “Oh, that I
were made judge in the land, and everyone
who has any suit or cause would come to me;
then I would give him justice.” 5 And so it
was, whenever anyone came near to bow
down to him, that he would put out his hand
and take him and kiss him. 6 In this manner
Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to
the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the
hearts of the men of Israel.
7

Now it came to pass after forty[a] years that
Absalom said to the king, “Please, let me go to
Hebron and pay the vow which I made to the
LORD. 8 For your servant took a vow while I
dwelt at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If the LORD
indeed brings me back to Jerusalem, then I
will serve the LORD.’”
And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” So
he arose and went to Hebron.
9

10

Then Absalom sent spies throughout all the
tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear
the sound of the trumpet, then you shall say,
‘Absalom reigns in Hebron!’” 11 And with
Absalom went two hundred men invited from
Jerusalem, and they went along innocently and
did not know anything. 12 Then Absalom sent
for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s
counselor, from his city—from Giloh—while

David Escapes from Jerusalem
Now a messenger came to David, saying,
“The hearts of the men of Israel are with
Absalom.”
14

So David said to all his servants who were
with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee,
or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make
haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly
and bring disaster upon us, and strike the city
with the edge of the sword.”
And the king’s servants said to the king,
“We are your servants, ready to do whatever
my lord the king commands.” 16 Then the king
went out with all his household after him. But
the king left ten women, concubines, to keep
the house. 17 And the king went out with all the
people after him, and stopped at the outskirts.
18
Then all his servants passed before him; and
all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all
the Gittites, six hundred men who had
followed him from Gath, passed before the
king.
15

Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why
are you also going with us? Return and remain
with the king. For you are a foreigner and also
an exile from your own place. 20 In fact, you
came only yesterday. Should I make you
wander up and down with us today, since I go
I know not where? Return, and take your
brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you.”
19

But Ittai answered the king and said, “As the
LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives,
surely in whatever place my lord the king shall
be, whether in death or life, even there also
your servant will be.”
21

So David said to Ittai, “Go, and cross over.”
Then Ittai the Gittite and all his men and all
the little ones who were with him crossed
over. 23 And all the country wept with a loud
voice, and all the people crossed over. The
king himself also crossed over the Brook
Kidron, and all the people crossed over toward
the way of the wilderness.
22
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There was Zadok also, and all the Levites
with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of
God. And they set down the ark of God, and
Abiathar went up until all the people had
finished crossing over from the city. 25 Then
the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God
back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of
the LORD, He will bring me back and show me
both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He
says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I
am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him.”
27
The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are
you not a seer? Return to the city in peace, and
your two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son,
and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 28 See, I will
wait in the plains of the wilderness until word
comes from you to inform me.” 29 Therefore
Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God
back to Jerusalem. And they remained there.
30

So David went up by the Ascent of the
Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; and
he had his head covered and went barefoot.
And all the people who were with him covered
their heads and went up, weeping as they went
up. 31 Then someone told David, saying,
“Ahithophel is among the conspirators with
Absalom.” And David said, “O LORD, I pray,
turn the counsel of Ahithophel into
foolishness!”
32

Now it happened when David had come to
the top of the mountain, where he worshiped
God—there was Hushai the Archite coming to
meet him with his robe torn and dust on his
head. 33 David said to him, “If you go on with
me, then you will become a burden to me.
34
But if you return to the city, and say to
Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king; as I
was your father’s servant previously, so I will
now also be your servant,’ then you may
defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me.
35
And do you not have Zadok and Abiathar
the priests with you there? Therefore it will be
that whatever you hear from the king’s house,
you shall tell to Zadok and Abiathar the
priests. 36 Indeed they have there with them
their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and
Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; and by them you
shall send me everything you hear.”
So Hushai, David’s friend, went into the
city. And Absalom came into Jerusalem.
37

2 Samuel 16 New King James
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Mephibosheth’s Servant
1 When David was a little past the top of the
mountain, there was Ziba the servant of
Mephibosheth, who met him with a couple of
saddled donkeys, and on them two hundred
loaves of bread, one hundred clusters of
raisins, one hundred summer fruits, and a skin
of wine. 2 And the king said to Ziba, “What do
you mean to do with these?”
So Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the king’s
household to ride on, the bread and summer
fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine for
those who are faint in the wilderness to drink.”
Then the king said, “And where is your
master’s son?”
3

And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is
staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the
house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my
father to me.’”
So the king said to Ziba, “Here, all that
belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.”
4

And Ziba said, “I humbly bow before you, that
I may find favor in your sight, my lord, O
king!”

Shimei Curses David
5

Now when King David came to Bahurim,
there was a man from the family of the house
of Saul, whose name was Shimei the son of
Gera, coming from there. He came out,
cursing continuously as he came. 6 And he
threw stones at David and at all the servants of
King David. And all the people and all the
mighty men were on his right hand and on his
left. 7 Also Shimei said thus when he cursed:
“Come out! Come out! You bloodthirsty man,
you rogue! 8 The LORD has brought upon you
all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose
place you have reigned; and the LORD has
delivered the kingdom into the hand of
Absalom your son. So now you are caught in
your own evil, because you are a bloodthirsty
man!”
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9

Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the
king, “Why should this dead dog curse my
lord the king? Please, let me go over and take
off his head!”
But the king said, “What have I to do with
you, you sons of Zeruiah? So let him curse,
because the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse
David.’ Who then shall say, ‘Why have you
done so?’”
10

11

And David said to Abishai and all his
servants, “See how my son who came from
my own body seeks my life. How much more
now may this Benjamite? Let him alone, and
let him curse; for so the LORD has ordered
him. 12 It may be that the LORD will look on
my affliction,[a] and that the LORD will repay
me with good for his cursing this day.” 13 And
as David and his men went along the road,
Shimei went along the hillside opposite him
and cursed as he went, threw stones at him and
kicked up dust. 14 Now the king and all the
people who were with him became weary; so
they refreshed themselves there.

The Advice of Ahithophel
15

Meanwhile Absalom and all the people, the
men of Israel, came to Jerusalem; and
Ahithophel was with him. 16 And so it was,
when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend,
came to Absalom, that Hushai said to
Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the
king!”
So Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your
loyalty to your friend? Why did you not go
with your friend?”
17

And Hushai said to Absalom, “No, but
whom the LORD and this people and all the
men of Israel choose, his I will be, and with
him I will remain. 19 Furthermore, whom
should I serve? Should I not serve in the
presence of his son? As I have served in your
father’s presence, so will I be in your
presence.”
18

Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give
advice as to what we should do.”
20

And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to
your father’s concubines, whom he has left to
21

keep the house; and all Israel will hear that
you are abhorred by your father. Then the
hands of all who are with you will be strong.”
22
So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the
top of the house, and Absalom went in to his
father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.
23

Now the advice of Ahithophel, which he
gave in those days, was as if one had inquired
at the oracle of God. So was all the advice of
Ahithophel both with David and with
Absalom.

2 Samuel 17 New King James
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1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom,
“Now let me choose twelve thousand men, and
I will arise and pursue David tonight. 2 I will
come upon him while he is weary and weak,
and make him afraid. And all the people who
are with him will flee, and I will strike only
the king. 3 Then I will bring back all the people
to you. When all return except the man whom
you seek, all the people will be at peace.”
4
And the saying pleased Absalom and all the
elders of Israel.

The Advice of Hushai
Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai the
Archite also, and let us hear what he says too.”
6
And when Hushai came to Absalom,
Absalom spoke to him, saying, “Ahithophel
has spoken in this manner. Shall we do as he
says? If not, speak up.”
5

So Hushai said to Absalom: “The advice that
Ahithophel has given is not good at this time.
8
For,” said Hushai, “you know your father and
his men, that they are mighty men, and they
are enraged in their minds, like a bear robbed
of her cubs in the field; and your father is a
man of war, and will not camp with the
people. 9 Surely by now he is hidden in some
pit, or in some other place. And it will be,
when some of them are overthrown at the first,
that whoever hears it will say, ‘There is a
slaughter among the people who follow
Absalom.’ 10 And even he who is valiant,
whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will
melt completely. For all Israel knows that your
father is a mighty man, and those who are
with him are valiant men. 11 Therefore I advise
7
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that all Israel be fully gathered to you, from
Dan to Beersheba, like the sand that is by the
sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in
person. 12 So we will come upon him in some
place where he may be found, and we will fall
on him as the dew falls on the ground. And of
him and all the men who are with him there
shall not be left so much as one. 13 Moreover,
if he has withdrawn into a city, then all Israel
shall bring ropes to that city; and we will pull
it into the river, until there is not one small
stone found there.”

Ahithophel advised against you.” 22 So David
and all the people who were with him arose
and crossed over the Jordan. By morning light
not one of them was left who had not gone
over the Jordan.

14

24

So Absalom and all the men of Israel said,
“The advice of Hushai the Archite is better
than the advice of Ahithophel.” For the LORD
had purposed to defeat the good advice of
Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might
bring disaster on Absalom.

Hushai Warns David to Escape

23

Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice
was not followed, he saddled a donkey, and
arose and went home to his house, to his city.
Then he put his household in order, and
hanged himself, and died; and he was buried
in his father’s tomb.
Then David went to Mahanaim. And
Absalom crossed over the Jordan, he and all
the men of Israel with him. 25 And Absalom
made Amasa captain of the army instead of
Joab. This Amasa was the son of a man whose
name was Jithra,[a] an Israelite,[b] who had
gone in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash,
sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 26 So Israel
and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.

15

Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the
priests, “Thus and so Ahithophel advised
Absalom and the elders of Israel, and thus and
so I have advised. 16 Now therefore, send
quickly and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend
this night in the plains of the wilderness, but
speedily cross over, lest the king and all the
people who are with him be swallowed up.’”
17
Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed at En
Rogel, for they dared not be seen coming into
the city; so a female servant would come and
tell them, and they would go and tell King
David. 18 Nevertheless a lad saw them, and
told Absalom. But both of them went away
quickly and came to a man’s house in
Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they
went down into it. 19 Then the woman took and
spread a covering over the well’s mouth, and
spread ground grain on it; and the thing was
not known. 20 And when Absalom’s servants
came to the woman at the house, they said,
“Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”
So the woman said to them, “They have gone
over the water brook.”
And when they had searched and could not
find them, they returned to Jerusalem. 21 Now
it came to pass, after they had departed, that
they came up out of the well and went and told
King David, and said to David, “Arise and
cross over the water quickly. For thus has

27

Now it happened, when David had come to
Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash from
Rabbah of the people of Ammon, Machir the
son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai
the Gileadite from Rogelim, 28 brought beds
and basins, earthen vessels and wheat, barley
and flour, parched grain and beans, lentils and
parched seeds, 29 honey and curds, sheep and
cheese of the herd, for David and the people
who were with him to eat. For they said, “The
people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the
wilderness.”
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Absalom’s Defeat and Death
1 And David numbered the people who were
with him, and set captains of thousands and
captains of hundreds over them. 2 Then David
sent out one third of the people under the hand
of Joab, one third under the hand of Abishai
the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one
third under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And
the king said to the people, “I also will surely
go out with you myself.”
But the people answered, “You shall not go
out! For if we flee away, they will not care
about us; nor if half of us die, will they care
3
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And ten young men who bore Joab’s armor
surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed
him.

about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us
now. For you are now more help to us in the
city.”

15

Then the king said to them, “Whatever seems
best to you I will do.” So the king stood beside
the gate, and all the people went out by
hundreds and by thousands. 5 Now the king
had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai,
saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the
young man Absalom.” And all the people
heard when the king gave all the captains
orders concerning Absalom.

16

4

6

So the people went out into the field of battle
against Israel. And the battle was in the woods
of Ephraim. 7 The people of Israel were
overthrown there before the servants of David,
and a great slaughter of twenty thousand took
place there that day. 8 For the battle there was
scattered over the face of the whole
countryside, and the woods devoured more
people that day than the sword devoured.
9

Then Absalom met the servants of David.
Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went
under the thick boughs of a great terebinth
tree, and his head caught in the terebinth; so he
was left hanging between heaven and earth.
And the mule which was under him went on.
10
Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and
said, “I just saw Absalom hanging in a
terebinth tree!”

So Joab blew the trumpet, and the people
returned from pursuing Israel. For Joab held
back the people. 17 And they took Absalom
and cast him into a large pit in the woods, and
laid a very large heap of stones over him. Then
all Israel fled, everyone to his tent.
18

Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and
set up a pillar for himself, which is in the
King’s Valley. For he said, “I have no son to
keep my name in remembrance.” He called the
pillar after his own name. And to this day it is
called Absalom’s Monument.

David Hears of Absalom’s Death
Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let
me run now and take the news to the king,
how the LORD has avenged him of his
enemies.”
19

And Joab said to him, “You shall not take
the news this day, for you shall take the news
another day. But today you shall take no news,
because the king’s son is dead.” 21 Then Joab
said to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you
have seen.” So the Cushite bowed himself to
Joab and ran.
20

22

So Joab said to the man who told him, “You
just saw him! And why did you not strike him
there to the ground? I would have given you
ten shekels of silver and a belt.”
11

But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to
receive a thousand shekels of silver in my
hand, I would not raise my hand against the
king’s son. For in our hearing the king
commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying,
‘Beware lest anyone touch the young man
Absalom!’[a] 13 Otherwise I would have dealt
falsely against my own life. For there is
nothing hidden from the king, and you
yourself would have set yourself against me.”
12

Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.”
And he took three spears in his hand and thrust
them through Absalom’s heart, while he was
still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree.
14

And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said again to
Joab, “But whatever happens, please let me
also run after the Cushite.”
So Joab said, “Why will you run, my son,
since you have no news ready?”
“But whatever happens,” he said, “let me
run.”
23

So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran
by way of the plain, and outran the Cushite.
24

Now David was sitting between the two
gates. And the watchman went up to the roof
over the gate, to the wall, lifted his eyes and
looked, and there was a man, running alone.
25
Then the watchman cried out and told the
king. And the king said, “If he is alone, there
is news in his mouth.” And he came rapidly
and drew near.
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26

Then the watchman saw another man
running, and the watchman called to the
gatekeeper and said, “There is another man,
running alone!”
And the king said, “He also brings news.”
So the watchman said, “I think the running
of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz the
son of Zadok.”
27

And the king said, “He is a good man, and
comes with good news.”
28

So Ahimaaz called out and said to the king,
“All is well!” Then he bowed down with his
face to the earth before the king, and said,
“Blessed be the LORD your God, who has
delivered up the men who raised their hand
against my lord the king!”
The king said, “Is the young man Absalom
safe?”
29

Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the
king’s servant and me your servant, I saw a
great tumult, but I did not know what it was
about.”
And the king said, “Turn aside and stand
here.” So he turned aside and stood still.
30

31

Just then the Cushite came, and the Cushite
said, “There is good news, my lord the king!
For the LORD has avenged you this day of all
those who rose against you.”
And the king said to the Cushite, “Is the
young man Absalom safe?”
32

So the Cushite answered, “May the enemies of
my lord the king, and all who rise against you
to do harm, be like that young man!”

David’s Mourning for Absalom
33

Then the king was deeply moved, and went
up to the chamber over the gate, and wept.
And as he went, he said thus: “O my son
Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only
I had died in your place! O Absalom my son,
my son!”

2 Samuel 19 New King James
Version (NKJV)
1 And Joab was told, “Behold, the king is
weeping and mourning for Absalom.” 2 So the
victory that day was turned into mourning for
all the people. For the people heard it said that
day, “The king is grieved for his son.” 3 And
the people stole back into the city that day, as
people who are ashamed steal away when they
flee in battle. 4 But the king covered his face,
and the king cried out with a loud voice, “O
my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my
son!”
5

Then Joab came into the house to the king,
and said, “Today you have disgraced all your
servants who today have saved your life, the
lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of
your wives and the lives of your concubines,
6
in that you love your enemies and hate your
friends. For you have declared today that you
regard neither princes nor servants; for today I
perceive that if Absalom had lived and all of
us had died today, then it would have pleased
you well. 7 Now therefore, arise, go out and
speak comfort to your servants. For I swear by
the LORD, if you do not go out, not one will
stay with you this night. And that will be
worse for you than all the evil that has befallen
you from your youth until now.” 8 Then the
king arose and sat in the gate. And they told
all the people, saying, “There is the king,
sitting in the gate.” So all the people came
before the king.
For everyone of Israel had fled to his tent.

David Returns to Jerusalem
9

Now all the people were in a dispute
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The
king saved us from the hand of our enemies,
he delivered us from the hand of the
Philistines, and now he has fled from the land
because of Absalom. 10 But Absalom, whom
we anointed over us, has died in battle. Now
therefore, why do you say nothing about
bringing back the king?”
11

So King David sent to Zadok and Abiathar
the priests, saying, “Speak to the elders of
Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the last to bring
the king back to his house, since the words of
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all Israel have come to the king, to his very
house? 12 You are my brethren, you are my
bone and my flesh. Why then are you the last
to bring back the king?’ 13 And say to Amasa,
‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? God do
so to me, and more also, if you are not
commander of the army before me continually
in place of Joab.’” 14 So he swayed the hearts
of all the men of Judah, just as the heart of one
man, so that they sent this word to the king:
“Return, you and all your servants!”
15

Then the king returned and came to the
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to
meet the king, to escort the king across the
Jordan. 16 And Shimei the son of Gera, a
Benjamite, who was from Bahurim, hurried
and came down with the men of Judah to meet
King David. 17 There were a thousand men of
Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of
the house of Saul, and his fifteen sons and his
twenty servants with him; and they went over
the Jordan before the king. 18 Then a ferryboat
went across to carry over the king’s
household, and to do what he thought good.

David’s Mercy to Shimei
Now Shimei the son of Gera fell down before
the king when he had crossed the Jordan.
19
Then he said to the king, “Do not let my lord
impute iniquity to me, or remember what
wrong your servant did on the day that my
lord the king left Jerusalem, that the king
should take it to heart. 20 For I, your servant,
know that I have sinned. Therefore here I am,
the first to come today of all the house of
Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king.”
21

But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered
and said, “Shall not Shimei be put to death for
this, because he cursed the LORD’s anointed?”
And David said, “What have I to do with
you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should be
adversaries to me today? Shall any man be put
to death today in Israel? For do I not know that
today I am king over Israel?” 23 Therefore the
king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And
the king swore to him.
22

David and Mephibosheth Meet

24

Now Mephibosheth the son of Saul came
down to meet the king. And he had not cared
for his feet, nor trimmed his mustache, nor
washed his clothes, from the day the king
departed until the day he returned in peace.
25
So it was, when he had come to Jerusalem to
meet the king, that the king said to him, “Why
did you not go with me, Mephibosheth?”
And he answered, “My lord, O king, my
servant deceived me. For your servant said, ‘I
will saddle a donkey for myself, that I may
ride on it and go to the king,’ because your
servant is lame. 27 And he has slandered your
servant to my lord the king, but my lord the
king is like the angel of God. Therefore do
what is good in your eyes. 28 For all my
father’s house were but dead men before my
lord the king. Yet you set your servant among
those who eat at your own table. Therefore
what right have I still to cry out anymore to
the king?”
26

So the king said to him, “Why do you speak
anymore of your matters? I have said, ‘You
and Ziba divide the land.’”
29

30

Then Mephibosheth said to the king,
“Rather, let him take it all, inasmuch as my
lord the king has come back in peace to his
own house.”

David’s Kindness to Barzillai
31

And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from
Rogelim and went across the Jordan with the
king, to escort him across the Jordan. 32 Now
Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years
old. And he had provided the king with
supplies while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he
was a very rich man. 33 And the king said to
Barzillai, “Come across with me, and I will
provide for you while you are with me in
Jerusalem.”
But Barzillai said to the king, “How long
have I to live, that I should go up with the king
to Jerusalem? 35 I am today eighty years old.
Can I discern between the good and bad? Can
your servant taste what I eat or what I drink?
Can I hear any longer the voice of singing men
and singing women? Why then should your
servant be a further burden to my lord the
king? 36 Your servant will go a little way
34
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across the Jordan with the king. And why
should the king repay me with such a reward?
37
Please let your servant turn back again, that
I may die in my own city, near the grave of my
father and mother. But here is your servant
Chimham; let him cross over with my lord the
king, and do for him what seems good to you.”
And the king answered, “Chimham shall
cross over with me, and I will do for him what
seems good to you. Now whatever you request
of me, I will do for you.” 39 Then all the people
went over the Jordan. And when the king had
crossed over, the king kissed Barzillai and
blessed him, and he returned to his own place.
38

“We have no share in David,
Nor do we have inheritance in the son of
Jesse;
Every man to his tents, O Israel!”
2

So every man of Israel deserted David, and
followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men
of Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem,
remained loyal to their king.
3

The Quarrel About the King

Now David came to his house at Jerusalem.
And the king took the ten women, his
concubines whom he had left to keep the
house, and put them in seclusion and
supported them, but did not go in to them. So
they were shut up to the day of their death,
living in widowhood.

40

4

Now the king went on to Gilgal, and
Chimham[a] went on with him. And all the
people of Judah escorted the king, and also
half the people of Israel. 41 Just then all the
men of Israel came to the king, and said to the
king, “Why have our brethren, the men of
Judah, stolen you away and brought the king,
his household, and all David’s men with him
across the Jordan?”
42

So all the men of Judah answered the men of
Israel, “Because the king is a close relative of
ours. Why then are you angry over this
matter? Have we ever eaten at the king’s
expense? Or has he given us any gift?”
43

And the men of Israel answered the men of
Judah, and said, “We have ten shares in the
king; therefore we also have more right to
David than you. Why then do you despise
us—were we not the first to advise bringing
back our king?”
Yet the words of the men of Judah were
fiercer than the words of the men of Israel.

2 Samuel 20 New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Rebellion of Sheba
1 And there happened to be there a rebel,[a]
whose name was Sheba the son of Bichri, a
Benjamite. And he blew a trumpet, and said:

And the king said to Amasa, “Assemble the
men of Judah for me within three days, and be
present here yourself.” 5 So Amasa went to
assemble the men of Judah. But he delayed
longer than the set time which David had
appointed him. 6 And David said to Abishai,
“Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more
harm than Absalom. Take your lord’s servants
and pursue him, lest he find for himself
fortified cities, and escape us.” 7 So Joab’s
men, with the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and
all the mighty men, went out after him. And
they went out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba
the son of Bichri. 8 When they were at the
large stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came
before them. Now Joab was dressed in battle
armor; on it was a belt with a sword fastened
in its sheath at his hips; and as he was going
forward, it fell out. 9 Then Joab said to Amasa,
“Are you in health, my brother?” And Joab
took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to
kiss him. 10 But Amasa did not notice the
sword that was in Joab’s hand. And he struck
him with it in the stomach, and his entrails
poured out on the ground; and he did not strike
him again. Thus he died.
Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued
Sheba the son of Bichri. 11 Meanwhile one of
Joab’s men stood near Amasa, and said,
“Whoever favors Joab and whoever is for
David—follow Joab!” 12 But Amasa wallowed
in his blood in the middle of the highway. And
when the man saw that all the people stood
still, he moved Amasa from the highway to the
field and threw a garment over him, when he
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saw that everyone who came upon him halted.
13
When he was removed from the highway, all
the people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba
the son of Bichri.
14

And he went through all the tribes of Israel
to Abel and Beth Maachah and all the Berites.
So they were gathered together and also went
after Sheba.[b] 15 Then they came and besieged
him in Abel of Beth Maachah; and they cast
up a siege mound against the city, and it stood
by the rampart. And all the people who were
with Joab battered the wall to throw it down.
16

Then a wise woman cried out from the city,
“Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come
nearby, that I may speak with you.’” 17 When
he had come near to her, the woman said, “Are
you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.”
Then she said to him, “Hear the words of your
maidservant.”
And he answered, “I am listening.”
So she spoke, saying, “They used to talk in
former times, saying, ‘They shall surely seek
guidance at Abel,’ and so they would end
disputes. 19 I am among the peaceable and
faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city
and a mother in Israel. Why would you
swallow up the inheritance of the LORD?”
18

And Joab answered and said, “Far be it, far
be it from me, that I should swallow up or
destroy! 21 That is not so. But a man from the
mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri
by name, has raised his hand against the king,
against David. Deliver him only, and I will
depart from the city.”
20

So the woman said to Joab, “Watch, his head
will be thrown to you over the wall.” 22 Then
the woman in her wisdom went to all the
people. And they cut off the head of Sheba the
son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. Then
he blew a trumpet, and they withdrew from the
city, every man to his tent. So Joab returned to
the king at Jerusalem.

David’s Government Officers

23

And Joab was over all the army of Israel;
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the
Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24 Adoram was
in charge of revenue; Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud was recorder; 25 Sheva was scribe;
Zadok and Abiathar were the priests; 26 and Ira
the Jairite was a chief minister under David.

2 Samuel 24 New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Judgment on David’s Sin
And David’s heart condemned him after he
had numbered the people. So David said to the
LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have
done; but now, I pray, O LORD, take away the
iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very
foolishly.”
10

11

Now when David arose in the morning, the
word of the LORD came to the prophet Gad,
David’s seer, saying, 12 “Go and tell David,
‘Thus says the LORD: “I offer you three things;
choose one of them for yourself, that I may do
it to you.”’” 13 So Gad came to David and told
him; and he said to him, “Shall seven[a] years
of famine come to you in your land? Or shall
you flee three months before your enemies,
while they pursue you? Or shall there be three
days’ plague in your land? Now consider and
see what answer I should take back to Him
who sent me.”
And David said to Gad, “I am in great
distress. Please let us fall into the hand of the
LORD, for His mercies are great; but do not let
me fall into the hand of man.”
14

15

So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel from
the morning till the appointed time. From Dan
to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the
people died. 16 And when the angel[b] stretched
out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the
LORD relented from the destruction, and said
to the angel who was destroying the people,
“It is enough; now restrain your hand.” And
the angel of the LORD was by the threshing
floor of Araunah[c] the Jebusite.
17

Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw
the angel who was striking the people, and
said, “Surely I have sinned, and I have done
wickedly; but these sheep, what have they
114

done? Let Your hand, I pray, be against me
and against my father’s house.”

The Altar on the Threshing Floor
18

And Gad came that day to David and said to
him, “Go up, erect an altar to the LORD on the
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 So
David, according to the word of Gad, went up
as the LORD commanded. 20 Now Araunah
looked, and saw the king and his servants
coming toward him. So Araunah went out and
bowed before the king with his face to the
ground.
Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the
king come to his servant?”
21

And David said, “To buy the threshing floor
from you, to build an altar to the LORD, that
the plague may be withdrawn from the
people.”
Now Araunah said to David, “Let my lord
the king take and offer up whatever seems
good to him. Look, here are oxen for burnt
sacrifice, and threshing implements and the
yokes of the oxen for wood. 23 All these, O
king, Araunah has given to the king.”
22

And Araunah said to the king, “May the LORD
your God accept you.”
Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I
will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will
I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God
with that which costs me nothing.” So David
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for
fifty shekels of silver. 25 And David built there
an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD
heeded the prayers for the land, and the plague
was withdrawn from Israel.
24

1 Kings 1 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Adonijah Presumes to Be King

before the king, and let her care for him; and
let her lie in your bosom, that our lord the king
may be warm.” 3 So they sought for a lovely
young woman throughout all the territory of
Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite,
and brought her to the king. 4 The young
woman was very lovely; and she cared for the
king, and served him; but the king did not
know her.
5

Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted
himself, saying, “I will be king”; and he
prepared for himself chariots and horsemen,
and fifty men to run before him. 6 (And his
father had not rebuked him at any time by
saying, “Why have you done so?” He was also
very good-looking. His mother had borne him
after Absalom.) 7 Then he conferred with Joab
the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the
priest, and they followed and helped Adonijah.
8
But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and
the mighty men who belonged to David were
not with Adonijah.
9

And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and
fattened cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which
is by En Rogel; he also invited all his brothers,
the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the
king’s servants. 10 But he did not invite Nathan
the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or
Solomon his brother.
11

So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of
Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard that
Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king,
and David our lord does not know it? 12 Come,
please, let me now give you advice, that you
may save your own life and the life of your
son Solomon. 13 Go immediately to King
David and say to him, ‘Did you not, my lord,
O king, swear to your maidservant, saying,
“Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after
me, and he shall sit on my throne“? Why then
has Adonijah become king?’ 14 Then, while
you are still talking there with the king, I also
will come in after you and confirm your
words.”
15

1 Now King David was old, advanced in
years; and they put covers on him, but he
could not get warm. 2 Therefore his servants
said to him, “Let a young woman, a virgin, be
sought for our lord the king, and let her stand

So Bathsheba went into the chamber to the
king. (Now the king was very old, and
Abishag the Shunammite was serving the
king.) 16 And Bathsheba bowed and did
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homage to the king. Then the king said, “What
is your wish?”

sit on my throne in my place,’ so I certainly
will do this day.”

Then she said to him, “My lord, you swore
by the LORD your God to your maidservant,
saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall
reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.’
18
So now, look! Adonijah has become king;
and now, my lord the king, you do not know
about it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen and fattened
cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited
all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest,
and Joab the commander of the army; but
Solomon your servant he has not invited.
20
And as for you, my lord, O king, the eyes of
all Israel are on you, that you should tell them
who will sit on the throne of my lord the king
after him. 21 Otherwise it will happen, when
my lord the king rests with his fathers, that I
and my son Solomon will be counted as
offenders.”

31

22

36

17

And just then, while she was still talking
with the king, Nathan the prophet also came
in. 23 So they told the king, saying, “Here is
Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in
before the king, he bowed down before the
king with his face to the ground. 24 And
Nathan said, “My lord, O king, have you said,
‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit
on my throne’? 25 For he has gone down today,
and has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and
sheep in abundance, and has invited all the
king’s sons, and the commanders of the army,
and Abiathar the priest; and look! They are
eating and drinking before him; and they say,
‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 26 But he has not
invited me—me your servant—nor Zadok the
priest, nor Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, nor
your servant Solomon. 27 Has this thing been
done by my lord the king, and you have not
told your servant who should sit on the throne
of my lord the king after him?”

Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the
earth, and paid homage to the king, and said,
“Let my lord King David live forever!”
And King David said, “Call to me Zadok the
priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada.” So they came before the
king. 33 The king also said to them, “Take with
you the servants of your lord, and have
Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and
take him down to Gihon. 34 There let Zadok
the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him
king over Israel; and blow the horn, and say,
‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35 Then you shall
come up after him, and he shall come and sit
on my throne, and he shall be king in my
place. For I have appointed him to be ruler
over Israel and Judah.”
32

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the
king and said, “Amen! May the LORD God of
my lord the king say so too. 37 As the LORD
has been with my lord the king, even so may
He be with Solomon, and make his throne
greater than the throne of my lord King
David.”
38

So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites,
and the Pelethites went down and had
Solomon ride on King David’s mule, and took
him to Gihon. 39 Then Zadok the priest took a
horn of oil from the tabernacle and anointed
Solomon. And they blew the horn, and all the
people said, “Long live King Solomon!”
40
And all the people went up after him; and
the people played the flutes and rejoiced with
great joy, so that the earth seemed to split with
their sound.
41

David Proclaims Solomon King
Then King David answered and said, “Call
Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the king’s
presence and stood before the king. 29 And the
king took an oath and said, “As the LORD
lives, who has redeemed my life from every
distress, 30 just as I swore to you by the LORD
God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon
your son shall be king after me, and he shall
28

Now Adonijah and all the guests who were
with him heard it as they finished eating. And
when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he
said, “Why is the city in such a noisy uproar?”
42
While he was still speaking, there came
Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest. And
Adonijah said to him, “Come in, for you are a
prominent man, and bring good news.”
43

Then Jonathan answered and said to
Adonijah, “No! Our lord King David has made
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Solomon king. 44 The king has sent with him
Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the
Pelethites; and they have made him ride on the
king’s mule. 45 So Zadok the priest and Nathan
the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon;
and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so
that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise
that you have heard. 46 Also Solomon sits on
the throne of the kingdom. 47 And moreover
the king’s servants have gone to bless our lord
King David, saying, ‘May God make the name
of Solomon better than your name, and may
He make his throne greater than your throne.’
Then the king bowed himself on the bed.
48
Also the king said thus, ‘Blessed be the
LORD God of Israel, who has given one to sit
on my throne this day, while my eyes see it!’”

and wherever you turn; 4 that the LORD may
fulfill His word which He spoke concerning
me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their
way, to walk before Me in truth with all their
heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you
shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’
“Moreover you know also what Joab the son
of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the
two commanders of the armies of Israel, to
Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of
Jether, whom he killed. And he shed the blood
of war in peacetime, and put the blood of war
on his belt that was around his waist, and on
his sandals that were on his feet. 6 Therefore
do according to your wisdom, and do not let
his gray hair go down to the grave in peace.
5

So all the guests who were with Adonijah
were afraid, and arose, and each one went his
way.

“But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai
the Gileadite, and let them be among those
who eat at your table, for so they came to me
when I fled from Absalom your brother.

50

8

7
49

Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he
arose, and went and took hold of the horns of
the altar. 51 And it was told Solomon, saying,
“Indeed Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon;
for look, he has taken hold of the horns of the
altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me
today that he will not put his servant to death
with the sword.’”
Then Solomon said, “If he proves himself a
worthy man, not one hair of him shall fall to
the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he
shall die.” 53 So King Solomon sent them to
bring him down from the altar. And he came
and fell down before King Solomon; and
Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”
52

1 Kings 2 New King James
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David’s Instructions to Solomon
1 Now the days of David drew near that he
should die, and he charged Solomon his son,
saying: 2 “I go the way of all the earth; be
strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man.
3
And keep the charge of the LORD your God:
to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His
commandments, His judgments, and His
testimonies, as it is written in the Law of
Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do

“And see, you have with you Shimei the son
of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who
cursed me with a malicious curse in the day
when I went to Mahanaim. But he came down
to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him
by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to
death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore, do not
hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man and
know what you ought to do to him; but bring
his gray hair down to the grave with blood.”

Death of David
10

So David rested with his fathers, and was
buried in the City of David. 11 The period that
David reigned over Israel was forty years;
seven years he reigned in Hebron, and in
Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years.
12
Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father
David; and his kingdom was firmly
established.

Solomon Executes Adonijah
13

Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to
Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. So she
said, “Do you come peaceably?”
And he said, “Peaceably.” 14 Moreover he said,
“I have something to say to you.”
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And she said, “Say it.”
Then he said, “You know that the kingdom
was mine, and all Israel had set their
expectations on me, that I should reign.
However, the kingdom has been turned over,
and has become my brother’s; for it was his
from the LORD. 16 Now I ask one petition of
you; do not deny me.”
15

And she said to him, “Say it.”
Then he said, “Please speak to King
Solomon, for he will not refuse you, that he
may give me Abishag the Shunammite as
wife.”
17

So Bathsheba said, “Very well, I will speak
for you to the king.”
18

19

Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon,
to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king
rose up to meet her and bowed down to her,
and sat down on his throne and had a throne
set for the king’s mother; so she sat at his right
hand. 20 Then she said, “I desire one small
petition of you; do not refuse me.”
And the king said to her, “Ask it, my mother,
for I will not refuse you.”
So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite
be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.”
21

22

And King Solomon answered and said to his
mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag the
Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the
kingdom also—for he is my older brother—for
him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab
the son of Zeruiah.” 23 Then King Solomon
swore by the LORD, saying, “May God do so
to me, and more also, if Adonijah has not
spoken this word against his own life! 24 Now
therefore, as the LORD lives, who has
confirmed me and set me on the throne of
David my father, and who has established a
house[a] for me, as He promised, Adonijah
shall be put to death today!”
25

So King Solomon sent by the hand of
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck
him down, and he died.

And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go
to Anathoth, to your own fields, for you are
deserving of death; but I will not put you to
death at this time, because you carried the ark
of the Lord GOD before my father David, and
because you were afflicted every time my
father was afflicted.” 27 So Solomon removed
Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, that
he might fulfill the word of the LORD which
He spoke concerning the house of Eli at
Shiloh.
26

28

Then news came to Joab, for Joab had
defected to Adonijah, though he had not
defected to Absalom. So Joab fled to the
tabernacle of the LORD, and took hold of the
horns of the altar. 29 And King Solomon was
told, “Joab has fled to the tabernacle of the
LORD; there he is, by the altar.” Then Solomon
sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go,
strike him down.” 30 So Benaiah went to the
tabernacle of the LORD, and said to him, “Thus
says the king, ‘Come out!’”
And he said, “No, but I will die here.” And
Benaiah brought back word to the king,
saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he answered
me.”
Then the king said to him, “Do as he has
said, and strike him down and bury him, that
you may take away from me and from the
house of my father the innocent blood which
Joab shed. 32 So the LORD will return his blood
on his head, because he struck down two men
more righteous and better than he, and killed
them with the sword—Abner the son of Ner,
the commander of the army of Israel, and
Amasa the son of Jether, the commander of
the army of Judah—though my father David
did not know it. 33 Their blood shall therefore
return upon the head of Joab and upon the
head of his descendants forever. But upon
David and his descendants, upon his house and
his throne, there shall be peace forever from
the LORD.”
31

34

So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and
struck and killed him; and he was buried in his
own house in the wilderness. 35 The king put
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his place over
the army, and the king put Zadok the priest in
the place of Abiathar.

Abiathar Exiled, Joab Executed
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Shimei Executed
36

Then the king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Build yourself a house in
Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out
from there anywhere. 37 For it shall be, on the
day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron,
know for certain you shall surely die; your
blood shall be on your own head.”
And Shimei said to the king, “The saying is
good. As my lord the king has said, so your
servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem
many days.
38

39

Now it happened at the end of three years,
that two slaves of Shimei ran away to Achish
the son of Maachah, king of Gath. And they
told Shimei, saying, “Look, your slaves are in
Gath!” 40 So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey,
and went to Achish at Gath to seek his slaves.
And Shimei went and brought his slaves from
Gath. 41 And Solomon was told that Shimei
had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had
come back. 42 Then the king sent and called for
Shimei, and said to him, “Did I not make you
swear by the LORD, and warn you, saying,
‘Know for certain that on the day you go out
and travel anywhere, you shall surely die’?
And you said to me, ‘The word I have heard is
good.’ 43 Why then have you not kept the oath
of the LORD and the commandment that I gave
you?” 44 The king said moreover to Shimei,
“You know, as your heart acknowledges, all
the wickedness that you did to my father
David; therefore the LORD will return your
wickedness on your own head. 45 But King
Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of
David shall be established before the LORD
forever.”

strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man.
3
And keep the charge of the LORD your God:
to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His
commandments, His judgments, and His
testimonies, as it is written in the Law of
Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do
and wherever you turn; 4 that the LORD may
fulfill His word which He spoke concerning
me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their
way, to walk before Me in truth with all their
heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you
shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’
“Moreover you know also what Joab the son
of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the
two commanders of the armies of Israel, to
Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of
Jether, whom he killed. And he shed the blood
of war in peacetime, and put the blood of war
on his belt that was around his waist, and on
his sandals that were on his feet. 6 Therefore
do according to your wisdom, and do not let
his gray hair go down to the grave in peace.
5

“But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai
the Gileadite, and let them be among those
who eat at your table, for so they came to me
when I fled from Absalom your brother.
7

“And see, you have with you Shimei the son
of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who
cursed me with a malicious curse in the day
when I went to Mahanaim. But he came down
to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him
by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to
death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore, do not
hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man and
know what you ought to do to him; but bring
his gray hair down to the grave with blood.”
8

Death of David
46

So the king commanded Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada; and he went out and struck him
down, and he died. Thus the kingdom was
established in the hand of Solomon.
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David’s Instructions to Solomon

10

So David rested with his fathers, and was
buried in the City of David. 11 The period that
David reigned over Israel was forty years;
seven years he reigned in Hebron, and in
Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years.
12
Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father
David; and his kingdom was firmly
established.

1 Now the days of David drew near that he
should die, and he charged Solomon his son,
saying: 2 “I go the way of all the earth; be
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Solomon Requests Wisdom
1 Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh’s
daughter; then he brought her to the City of
David until he had finished building his own
house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall
all around Jerusalem. 2 Meanwhile the people
sacrificed at the high places, because there was
no house built for the name of the LORD until
those days. 3 And Solomon loved the LORD,
walking in the statutes of his father David,
except that he sacrificed and burned incense at
the high places.
4

Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice
there, for that was the great high place:
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
“Ask! What shall I give you?”
And Solomon said: “You have shown great
mercy to Your servant David my father,
because he walked before You in truth, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with
You; You have continued this great kindness
for him, and You have given him a son to sit
on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O LORD
my God, You have made Your servant king
instead of my father David, but I am a little
child; I do not know how to go out or come in.
8
And Your servant is in the midst of Your
people whom You have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to be numbered or
counted. 9 Therefore give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people, that
I may discern between good and evil. For who
is able to judge this great people of Yours?”
6

10

The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon
had asked this thing. 11 Then God said to him:
“Because you have asked this thing, and have
not asked long life for yourself, nor have
asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the
life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern justice,
12
behold, I have done according to your
words; see, I have given you a wise and
understanding heart, so that there has not been
anyone like you before you, nor shall any like

you arise after you. 13 And I have also given
you what you have not asked: both riches and
honor, so that there shall not be anyone like
you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you
walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My
commandments, as your father David walked,
then I will lengthen your days.”
15

Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had
been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, offered up burnt offerings, offered
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his
servants.

Solomon’s Wise Judgment
16

Now two women who were harlots came to
the king, and stood before him. 17 And one
woman said, “O my lord, this woman and I
dwell in the same house; and I gave birth
while she was in the house. 18 Then it
happened, the third day after I had given birth,
that this woman also gave birth. And we were
together; no one was with us in the house,
except the two of us in the house. 19 And this
woman’s son died in the night, because she lay
on him. 20 So she arose in the middle of the
night and took my son from my side, while
your maidservant slept, and laid him in her
bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.
21
And when I rose in the morning to nurse my
son, there he was, dead. But when I had
examined him in the morning, indeed, he was
not my son whom I had borne.”
Then the other woman said, “No! But the
living one is my son, and the dead one is your
son.”
22

And the first woman said, “No! But the dead
one is your son, and the living one is my son.”
Thus they spoke before the king.
And the king said, “The one says, ‘This is
my son, who lives, and your son is the dead
one’; and the other says, ‘No! But your son is
the dead one, and my son is the living one.’”
24
Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So
they brought a sword before the king. 25 And
the king said, “Divide the living child in two,
and give half to one, and half to the other.”
23
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26

Then the woman whose son was living
spoke to the king, for she yearned with
compassion for her son; and she said, “O my
lord, give her the living child, and by no
means kill him!”
But the other said, “Let him be neither mine
nor yours, but divide him.”
So the king answered and said, “Give the
first woman the living child, and by no means
kill him; she is his mother.”
27

28

And all Israel heard of the judgment which
the king had rendered; and they feared the
king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was
in him to administer justice.

1 Kings 4 New King James
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Solomon’s Administration
1 So King Solomon was king over all Israel.
2
And these were his officials: Azariah the son
of Zadok, the priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah,
the sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the
son of Ahilud, the recorder; 4 Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, over the army; Zadok and
Abiathar, the priests; 5 Azariah the son of
Nathan, over the officers; Zabud the son of
Nathan, a priest and the king’s friend;
6
Ahishar, over the household; and Adoniram
the son of Abda, over the labor force.
7

And Solomon had twelve governors over all
Israel, who provided food for the king and his
household; each one made provision for one
month of the year. 8 These are their names:
Ben-Hur,[a] in the mountains of Ephraim;
9
Ben-Deker,[b] in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth
Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan; 10 BenHesed,[c] in Arubboth; to him belonged
Sochoh and all the land of Hepher; 11 BenAbinadab,[d] in all the regions of Dor; he had
Taphath the daughter of Solomon as wife;
12
Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach,
Megiddo, and all Beth Shean, which is beside
Zaretan below Jezreel, from Beth Shean to
Abel Meholah, as far as the other side of
Jokneam; 13 Ben-Geber,[e] in Ramoth Gilead;
to him belonged the towns of Jair the son of
Manasseh, in Gilead; to him also belonged the
region of Argob in Bashan—sixty large cities

with walls and bronze gate-bars; 14 Ahinadab
the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15 Ahimaaz, in
Naphtali; he also took Basemath the daughter
of Solomon as wife; 16 Baanah the son of
Hushai, in Asher and Aloth; 17 Jehoshaphat the
son of Paruah, in Issachar; 18 Shimei the son of
Elah, in Benjamin; 19 Geber the son of Uri, in
the land of Gilead, in the country of Sihon
king of the Amorites, and of Og king of
Bashan. He was the only governor who was in
the land.

Prosperity and Wisdom of Solomon’s
Reign
20

Judah and Israel were as numerous as the
sand by the sea in multitude, eating and
drinking and rejoicing. 21 So Solomon reigned
over all kingdoms from the River[f] to the land
of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt.
They brought tribute and served Solomon all
the days of his life.
Now Solomon’s provision for one day was
thirty kors of fine flour, sixty kors of meal,
23
ten fatted oxen, twenty oxen from the
pastures, and one hundred sheep, besides deer,
gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowl.
22

24

For he had dominion over all the region on
this side of the River[g] from Tiphsah even to
Gaza, namely over all the kings on this side of
the River; and he had peace on every side all
around him. 25 And Judah and Israel dwelt
safely, each man under his vine and his fig
tree, from Dan as far as Beersheba, all the
days of Solomon.
26

Solomon had forty[h] thousand stalls of
horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand
horsemen. 27 And these governors, each man in
his month, provided food for King Solomon
and for all who came to King Solomon’s table.
There was no lack in their supply. 28 They also
brought barley and straw to the proper place,
for the horses and steeds, each man according
to his charge.
29

And God gave Solomon wisdom and
exceedingly great understanding, and
largeness of heart like the sand on the
seashore. 30 Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled
the wisdom of all the men of the East and all
the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than
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all men—than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman,
Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his
fame was in all the surrounding nations. 32 He
spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs
were one thousand and five. 33 Also he spoke
of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even
to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he
spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping
things, and of fish. 34 And men of all nations,
from all the kings of the earth who had heard
of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of
Solomon.

1 Kings 5 New King James
Version (NKJV)
Solomon Prepares to Build the Temple

I have considered the message which you sent
me, and I will do all you desire concerning the
cedar and cypress logs.
9

My servants shall bring them down from
Lebanon to the sea; I will float them in rafts by
sea to the place you indicate to me, and will
have them broken apart there; then you can
take them away. And you shall fulfill my
desire by giving food for my household.
10

Then Hiram gave Solomon cedar and
cypress logs according to all his desire. 11 And
Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand kors of
wheat as food for his household, and twenty[b]
kors of pressed oil. Thus Solomon gave to
Hiram year by year.
12

1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to
Solomon, because he heard that they had
anointed him king in place of his father, for
Hiram had always loved David. 2 Then
Solomon sent to Hiram, saying:
3

You know how my father David could not
build a house for the name of the LORD his
God because of the wars which were fought
against him on every side, until the LORD put
his foes[a] under the soles of his feet.
4

But now the LORD my God has given me rest
on every side; there is neither adversary nor
evil occurrence.
5

And behold, I propose to build a house for
the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD
spoke to my father David, saying, “Your son,
whom I will set on your throne in your place,
he shall build the house for My name.”
6

Now therefore, command that they cut down
cedars for me from Lebanon; and my servants
will be with your servants, and I will pay you
wages for your servants according to whatever
you say. For you know there is none among us
who has skill to cut timber like the Sidonians.
7

So it was, when Hiram heard the words of
Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly and said,
Blessed be the LORD this day, for He has
given David a wise son over this great people!
8

Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying:

So the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as He
had promised him; and there was peace
between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of
them made a treaty together.
13

Then King Solomon raised up a labor force
out of all Israel; and the labor force was thirty
thousand men. 14 And he sent them to
Lebanon, ten thousand a month in shifts: they
were one month in Lebanon and two months
at home; Adoniram was in charge of the labor
force. 15 Solomon had seventy thousand who
carried burdens, and eighty thousand who
quarried stone in the mountains, 16 besides
three thousand three hundred[c] from the chiefs
of Solomon’s deputies, who supervised the
people who labored in the work. 17 And the
king commanded them to quarry large stones,
costly stones, and hewn stones, to lay the
foundation of the temple.[d] 18 So Solomon’s
builders, Hiram’s builders, and the Gebalites
quarried them; and they prepared timber and
stones to build the temple.

1 Kings 6 New King James
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Solomon Builds the Temple
1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and
eightieth[a] year after the children of Israel had
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth
year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the
month of Ziv, which is the second month, that
he began to build the house of the LORD.
2
Now the house which King Solomon built for
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the LORD, its length was sixty cubits, its width
twenty, and its height thirty cubits. 3 The
vestibule in front of the sanctuary[b] of the
house was twenty cubits long across the width
of the house, and the width of the vestibule[c]
extended ten cubits from the front of the
house. 4 And he made for the house windows
with beveled frames.
5

Against the wall of the temple he built
chambers all around, against the walls of the
temple, all around the sanctuary and the inner
sanctuary.[d] Thus he made side chambers all
around it. 6 The lowest chamber was five
cubits wide, the middle was six cubits wide,
and the third was seven cubits wide; for he
made narrow ledges around the outside of the
temple, so that the support beams would not
be fastened into the walls of the temple. 7 And
the temple, when it was being built, was built
with stone finished at the quarry, so that no
hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in
the temple while it was being built. 8 The
doorway for the middle story[e] was on the
right side of the temple. They went up by
stairs to the middle story, and from the middle
to the third.
9

So he built the temple and finished it, and he
paneled the temple with beams and boards of
cedar. 10 And he built side chambers against
the entire temple, each five cubits high; they
were attached to the temple with cedar beams.
11

Then the word of the LORD came to
Solomon, saying: 12 “Concerning this temple
which you are building, if you walk in My
statutes, execute My judgments, keep all My
commandments, and walk in them, then I will
perform My word with you, which I spoke to
your father David. 13 And I will dwell among
the children of Israel, and will not forsake My
people Israel.”

forty cubits long. 18 The inside of the temple
was cedar, carved with ornamental buds and
open flowers. All was cedar; there was no
stone to be seen.
19

And he prepared the inner sanctuary inside
the temple, to set the ark of the covenant of the
LORD there. 20 The inner sanctuary was twenty
cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty
cubits high. He overlaid it with pure gold, and
overlaid the altar of cedar. 21 So Solomon
overlaid the inside of the temple with pure
gold. He stretched gold chains across the front
of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with
gold. 22 The whole temple he overlaid with
gold, until he had finished all the temple; also
he overlaid with gold the entire altar that was
by the inner sanctuary.
23

Inside the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high.
24
One wing of the cherub was five cubits, and
the other wing of the cherub five cubits: ten
cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the
other. 25 And the other cherub was ten cubits;
both cherubim were of the same size and
shape. 26 The height of one cherub was ten
cubits, and so was the other cherub. 27 Then he
set the cherubim inside the inner room;[f] and
they stretched out the wings of the cherubim
so that the wing of the one touched one wall,
and the wing of the other cherub touched the
other wall. And their wings touched each other
in the middle of the room. 28 Also he overlaid
the cherubim with gold.
29

Then he carved all the walls of the temple
all around, both the inner and outer
sanctuaries, with carved figures of cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers. 30 And the floor
of the temple he overlaid with gold, both the
inner and outer sanctuaries.
31

14

So Solomon built the temple and finished it.
15
And he built the inside walls of the temple
with cedar boards; from the floor of the temple
to the ceiling he paneled the inside with wood;
and he covered the floor of the temple with
planks of cypress. 16 Then he built the twentycubit room at the rear of the temple, from floor
to ceiling, with cedar boards; he built it inside
as the inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place.
17
And in front of it the temple sanctuary was

For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he
made doors of olive wood; the lintel and
doorposts were one-fifth of the wall. 32 The
two doors were of olive wood; and he carved
on them figures of cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers, and overlaid them with gold;
and he spread gold on the cherubim and on the
palm trees. 33 So for the door of the sanctuary
he also made doorposts of olive wood, onefourth of the wall. 34 And the two doors were
of cypress wood; two panels comprised one
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folding door, and two panels comprised the
other folding door. 35 Then he carved
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers on
them, and overlaid them with gold applied
evenly on the carved work.

stairs to the middle story, and from the middle
to the third.
9

And he built the inner court with three rows
of hewn stone and a row of cedar beams.

So he built the temple and finished it, and he
paneled the temple with beams and boards of
cedar. 10 And he built side chambers against
the entire temple, each five cubits high; they
were attached to the temple with cedar beams.

37

11
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36

In the fourth year the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid, in the month of
Ziv. 38 And in the eleventh year, in the month
of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house
was finished in all its details and according to
all its plans. So he was seven years in building
it.

Then the word of the LORD came to
Solomon, saying: 12 “Concerning this temple
which you are building, if you walk in My
statutes, execute My judgments, keep all My
commandments, and walk in them, then I will
perform My word with you, which I spoke to
your father David. 13 And I will dwell among
the children of Israel, and will not forsake My
people Israel.”
So Solomon built the temple and finished it.
And he built the inside walls of the temple
with cedar boards; from the floor of the temple
to the ceiling he paneled the inside with wood;
and he covered the floor of the temple with
planks of cypress. 16 Then he built the twentycubit room at the rear of the temple, from floor
to ceiling, with cedar boards; he built it inside
as the inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place.
17
And in front of it the temple sanctuary was
forty cubits long. 18 The inside of the temple
was cedar, carved with ornamental buds and
open flowers. All was cedar; there was no
stone to be seen.
15

Solomon Builds the Temple
1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and
eightieth[a] year after the children of Israel had
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth
year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the
month of Ziv, which is the second month, that
he began to build the house of the LORD.
2
Now the house which King Solomon built for
the LORD, its length was sixty cubits, its width
twenty, and its height thirty cubits. 3 The
vestibule in front of the sanctuary[b] of the
house was twenty cubits long across the width
of the house, and the width of the vestibule[c]
extended ten cubits from the front of the
house. 4 And he made for the house windows
with beveled frames.
5

Against the wall of the temple he built
chambers all around, against the walls of the
temple, all around the sanctuary and the inner
sanctuary.[d] Thus he made side chambers all
around it. 6 The lowest chamber was five
cubits wide, the middle was six cubits wide,
and the third was seven cubits wide; for he
made narrow ledges around the outside of the
temple, so that the support beams would not
be fastened into the walls of the temple. 7 And
the temple, when it was being built, was built
with stone finished at the quarry, so that no
hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in
the temple while it was being built. 8 The
doorway for the middle story[e] was on the
right side of the temple. They went up by

19

And he prepared the inner sanctuary inside
the temple, to set the ark of the covenant of the
LORD there. 20 The inner sanctuary was twenty
cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty
cubits high. He overlaid it with pure gold, and
overlaid the altar of cedar. 21 So Solomon
overlaid the inside of the temple with pure
gold. He stretched gold chains across the front
of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with
gold. 22 The whole temple he overlaid with
gold, until he had finished all the temple; also
he overlaid with gold the entire altar that was
by the inner sanctuary.
23

Inside the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high.
24
One wing of the cherub was five cubits, and
the other wing of the cherub five cubits: ten
cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the
other. 25 And the other cherub was ten cubits;
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both cherubim were of the same size and
shape. 26 The height of one cherub was ten
cubits, and so was the other cherub. 27 Then he
set the cherubim inside the inner room;[f] and
they stretched out the wings of the cherubim
so that the wing of the one touched one wall,
and the wing of the other cherub touched the
other wall. And their wings touched each other
in the middle of the room. 28 Also he overlaid
the cherubim with gold.
29

Then he carved all the walls of the temple
all around, both the inner and outer
sanctuaries, with carved figures of cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers. 30 And the floor
of the temple he overlaid with gold, both the
inner and outer sanctuaries.
31

For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he
made doors of olive wood; the lintel and
doorposts were one-fifth of the wall. 32 The
two doors were of olive wood; and he carved
on them figures of cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers, and overlaid them with gold;
and he spread gold on the cherubim and on the
palm trees. 33 So for the door of the sanctuary
he also made doorposts of olive wood, onefourth of the wall. 34 And the two doors were
of cypress wood; two panels comprised one
folding door, and two panels comprised the
other folding door. 35 Then he carved
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers on
them, and overlaid them with gold applied
evenly on the carved work.
36

And he built the inner court with three rows
of hewn stone and a row of cedar beams.
37

father was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; he
was filled with wisdom and understanding and
skill in working with all kinds of bronze work.
So he came to King Solomon and did all his
work.

The Bronze Pillars for the Temple
15

And he cast two pillars of bronze, each one
eighteen cubits high, and a line of twelve
cubits measured the circumference of each.
16
Then he made two capitals of cast bronze, to
set on the tops of the pillars. The height of one
capital was five cubits, and the height of the
other capital was five cubits. 17 He made a
lattice network, with wreaths of chainwork, for
the capitals which were on top of the pillars:
seven chains for one capital and seven for the
other capital. 18 So he made the pillars, and
two rows of pomegranates above the network
all around to cover the capitals that were on
top; and thus he did for the other capital.
19

The capitals which were on top of the pillars
in the hall were in the shape of lilies, four
cubits. 20 The capitals on the two pillars also
had pomegranates above, by the convex
surface which was next to the network; and
there were two hundred such pomegranates in
rows on each of the capitals all around.
21

Then he set up the pillars by the vestibule of
the temple; he set up the pillar on the right and
called its name Jachin, and he set up the pillar
on the left and called its name Boaz. 22 The
tops of the pillars were in the shape of lilies.
So the work of the pillars was finished.

In the fourth year the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid, in the month of
Ziv. 38 And in the eleventh year, in the month
of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house
was finished in all its details and according to
all its plans. So he was seven years in building
it.

The Sea and the Oxen

1 Kings 7 New King James
Version (NKJV)

24

Hiram the Craftsman
13

Now King Solomon sent and brought
Huram[b] from Tyre. 14 He was the son of a
widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his

23

And he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten
cubits from one brim to the other; it was
completely round. Its height was five cubits,
and a line of thirty cubits measured its
circumference.
Below its brim were ornamental buds
encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the
way around the Sea. The ornamental buds
were cast in two rows when it was cast. 25 It
stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward
the north, three looking toward the west, three
looking toward the south, and three looking
toward the east; the Sea was set upon them,
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and all their back parts pointed inward. 26 It
was a handbreadth thick; and its brim was
shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily
blossom. It contained two thousand[c] baths.

The Carts and the Lavers
27

He also made ten carts of bronze; four cubits
was the length of each cart, four cubits its
width, and three cubits its height. 28 And this
was the design of the carts: They had panels,
and the panels were between frames; 29 on the
panels that were between the frames were
lions, oxen, and cherubim. And on the frames
was a pedestal on top. Below the lions and
oxen were wreaths of plaited work. 30 Every
cart had four bronze wheels and axles of
bronze, and its four feet had supports. Under
the laver were supports of cast bronze beside
each wreath. 31 Its opening inside the crown at
the top was one cubit in diameter; and the
opening was round, shaped like a pedestal, one
and a half cubits in outside diameter; and also
on the opening were engravings, but the panels
were square, not round. 32 Under the panels
were the four wheels, and the axles of the
wheels were joined to the cart. The height of a
wheel was one and a half cubits. 33 The
workmanship of the wheels was like the
workmanship of a chariot wheel; their axle
pins, their rims, their spokes, and their hubs
were all of cast bronze. 34 And there were four
supports at the four corners of each cart; its
supports were part of the cart itself. 35 On the
top of the cart, at the height of half a cubit, it
was perfectly round. And on the top of the
cart, its flanges and its panels were of the same
casting. 36 On the plates of its flanges and on
its panels he engraved cherubim, lions, and
palm trees, wherever there was a clear space
on each, with wreaths all around. 37 Thus he
made the ten carts. All of them were of the
same mold, one measure, and one shape.
38

Then he made ten lavers of bronze; each
laver contained forty baths, and each laver was
four cubits. On each of the ten carts was a
laver. 39 And he put five carts on the right side
of the house, and five on the left side of the
house. He set the Sea on the right side of the
house, toward the southeast.

Furnishings of the Temple

40

Huram[d] made the lavers and the shovels
and the bowls. So Huram finished doing all
the work that he was to do for King Solomon
for the house of the LORD: 41 the two pillars,
the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top
of the two pillars; the two networks covering
the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on
top of the pillars; 42 four hundred
pomegranates for the two networks (two rows
of pomegranates for each network, to cover
the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top
of the pillars); 43 the ten carts, and ten lavers
on the carts; 44 one Sea, and twelve oxen under
the Sea; 45 the pots, the shovels, and the bowls.
All these articles which Huram[e] made for
King Solomon for the house of the LORD were
of burnished bronze. 46 In the plain of Jordan
the king had them cast in clay molds, between
Succoth and Zaretan. 47 And Solomon did not
weigh all the articles, because there were so
many; the weight of the bronze was not
determined.
48

Thus Solomon had all the furnishings made
for the house of the LORD: the altar of gold,
and the table of gold on which was the
showbread; 49 the lampstands of pure gold,
five on the right side and five on the left in
front of the inner sanctuary, with the flowers
and the lamps and the wick-trimmers of gold;
50
the basins, the trimmers, the bowls, the
ladles, and the censers of pure gold; and the
hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner
room (the Most Holy Place) and for the doors
of the main hall of the temple.
51

So all the work that King Solomon had done
for the house of the LORD was finished; and
Solomon brought in the things which his
father David had dedicated: the silver and the
gold and the furnishings. He put them in the
treasuries of the house of the LORD.

1 Kings 8 New King James
Version (NKJV)
The Ark Brought into the Temple
1 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel
and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers
of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in
Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of
the covenant of the LORD from the City of
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David, which is Zion. 2 Therefore all the men
of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the
feast in the month of Ethanim, which is the
seventh month. 3 So all the elders of Israel
came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 Then
they brought up the ark of the LORD, the
tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy
furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The
priests and the Levites brought them up. 5 Also
King Solomon, and all the congregation of
Israel who were assembled with him, were
with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and
oxen that could not be counted or numbered
for multitude. 6 Then the priests brought in the
ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place,
into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the
Most Holy Place, under the wings of the
cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread their two
wings over the place of the ark, and the
cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles.
8
The poles extended so that the ends of the
poles could be seen from the holy place, in
front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not
be seen from outside. And they are there to
this day. 9 Nothing was in the ark except the
two tablets of stone which Moses put there at
Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with
the children of Israel, when they came out of
the land of Egypt.
10

And it came to pass, when the priests came
out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the
house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests could
not continue ministering because of the cloud;
for the glory of the LORD filled the house of
the LORD.
12

Then Solomon spoke:

“The LORD said He would dwell in the dark
cloud.
13
I have surely built You an exalted house,
And a place for You to dwell in forever.”

Solomon’s Speech at Completion of the
Work
14

Then the king turned around and blessed the
whole assembly of Israel, while all the
assembly of Israel was standing. 15 And he
said: “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who
spoke with His mouth to my father David, and
with His hand has fulfilled it, saying, 16 ‘Since
the day that I brought My people Israel out of

Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of
Israel in which to build a house, that My name
might be there; but I chose David to be over
My people Israel.’ 17 Now it was in the heart of
my father David to build a temple[a] for the
name of the LORD God of Israel. 18 But the
LORD said to my father David, ‘Whereas it
was in your heart to build a temple for My
name, you did well that it was in your heart.
19
Nevertheless you shall not build the temple,
but your son who will come from your body,
he shall build the temple for My name.’ 20 So
the LORD has fulfilled His word which He
spoke; and I have filled the position of my
father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as
the LORD promised; and I have built a temple
for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 21 And
there I have made a place for the ark, in which
is the covenant of the LORD which He made
with our fathers, when He brought them out of
the land of Egypt.”

1 Kings 9 New King James
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God’s Second Appearance to Solomon
1 And it came to pass, when Solomon had
finished building the house of the LORD and
the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire
which he wanted to do, 2 that the LORD
appeared to Solomon the second time, as He
had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the
LORD said to him: “I have heard your prayer
and your supplication that you have made
before Me; I have consecrated this house
which you have built to put My name there
forever, and My eyes and My heart will be
there perpetually. 4 Now if you walk before
Me as your father David walked, in integrity
of heart and in uprightness, to do according to
all that I have commanded you, and if you
keep My statutes and My judgments, 5 then I
will establish the throne of your kingdom over
Israel forever, as I promised David your
father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a
man on the throne of Israel.’ 6 But if you or
your sons at all turn from following Me, and
do not keep My commandments and My
statutes which I have set before you, but go
and serve other gods and worship them, 7 then
I will cut off Israel from the land which I have
given them; and this house which I have
consecrated for My name I will cast out of My
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sight. Israel will be a proverb and a byword
among all peoples. 8 And as for this house,
which is exalted, everyone who passes by it
will be astonished and will hiss, and say, ‘Why
has the LORD done thus to this land and to this
house?’ 9 Then they will answer, ‘Because
they forsook the LORD their God, who brought
their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have
embraced other gods, and worshiped them and
served them; therefore the LORD has brought
all this calamity on them.’”

Solomon and Hiram Exchange Gifts
10

Now it happened at the end of twenty years,
when Solomon had built the two houses, the
house of the LORD and the king’s house
11
(Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied
Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as
much as he desired), that King Solomon then
gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of
Galilee. 12 Then Hiram went from Tyre to see
the cities which Solomon had given him, but
they did not please him. 13 So he said, “What
kind of cities are these which you have given
me, my brother?” And he called them the land
of Cabul,[a] as they are to this day. 14 Then
Hiram sent the king one hundred and twenty
talents of gold.

Solomon’s Additional Achievements

left in the land after them, whom the children
of Israel had not been able to destroy
completely—from these Solomon raised
forced labor, as it is to this day. 22 But of the
children of Israel Solomon made no forced
laborers, because they were men of war and
his servants: his officers, his captains,
commanders of his chariots, and his cavalry.
23

Others were chiefs of the officials who were
over Solomon’s work: five hundred and fifty,
who ruled over the people who did the work.
But Pharaoh’s daughter came up from the
City of David to her house which Solomon[c]
had built for her. Then he built the Millo.
24

25

Now three times a year Solomon offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar
which he had built for the LORD, and he
burned incense with them on the altar that was
before the LORD. So he finished the temple.
26

King Solomon also built a fleet of ships at
Ezion Geber, which is near Elath[d] on the
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.
27
Then Hiram sent his servants with the fleet,
seamen who knew the sea, to work with the
servants of Solomon. 28 And they went to
Ophir, and acquired four hundred and twenty
talents of gold from there, and brought it to
King Solomon.

15

And this is the reason for the labor force
which King Solomon raised: to build the
house of the LORD, his own house, the
Millo,[b] the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor,
Megiddo, and Gezer. 16 (Pharaoh king of
Egypt had gone up and taken Gezer and
burned it with fire, had killed the Canaanites
who dwelt in the city, and had given it as a
dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s wife.)
17
And Solomon built Gezer, Lower Beth
Horon, 18 Baalath, and Tadmor in the
wilderness, in the land of Judah, 19 all the
storage cities that Solomon had, cities for his
chariots and cities for his cavalry, and
whatever Solomon desired to build in
Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of
his dominion.
20

All the people who were left of the
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites, who were not of the children of
Israel— 21 that is, their descendants who were

1 Kings 11 New King James
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Solomon’s Heart Turns from the LORD
1 But King Solomon loved many foreign
women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh:
women of the Moabites, Ammonites,
Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites— 2 from the
nations of whom the LORD had said to the
children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry
with them, nor they with you. Surely they will
turn away your hearts after their gods.”
Solomon clung to these in love. 3 And he had
seven hundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines; and his wives turned
away his heart. 4 For it was so, when Solomon
was old, that his wives turned his heart after
other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the
LORD his God, as was the heart of his father
David. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the
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goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom
the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon
did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not
fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.
7
Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill
that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the
abomination of the people of Ammon. 8 And
he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who
burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
9

So the LORD became angry with Solomon,
because his heart had turned from the LORD
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice,
10
and had commanded him concerning this
thing, that he should not go after other gods;
but he did not keep what the LORD had
commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said to
Solomon, “Because you have done this, and
have not kept My covenant and My statutes,
which I have commanded you, I will surely
tear the kingdom away from you and give it to
your servant. 12 Nevertheless I will not do it in
your days, for the sake of your father David; I
will tear it out of the hand of your son.
13
However I will not tear away the whole
kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for
the sake of My servant David, and for the sake
of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”

Adversaries of Solomon
14

Now the LORD raised up an adversary
against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was
a descendant of the king in Edom. 15 For it
happened, when David was in Edom, and Joab
the commander of the army had gone up to
bury the slain, after he had killed every male
in Edom 16 (because for six months Joab
remained there with all Israel, until he had cut
down every male in Edom), 17 that Hadad fled
to go to Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his
father’s servants with him. Hadad was still a
little child. 18 Then they arose from Midian and
came to Paran; and they took men with them
from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, who gave him a house,
apportioned food for him, and gave him land.
19
And Hadad found great favor in the sight of
Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife the sister
of his own wife, that is, the sister of Queen
Tahpenes. 20 Then the sister of Tahpenes bore
him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes
weaned in Pharaoh’s house. And Genubath

was in Pharaoh’s household among the sons of
Pharaoh.
21

So when Hadad heard in Egypt that David
rested with his fathers, and that Joab the
commander of the army was dead, Hadad said
to Pharaoh, “Let me depart, that I may go to
my own country.”
Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have
you lacked with me, that suddenly you seek to
go to your own country?”
22

So he answered, “Nothing, but do let me go
anyway.”
23

And God raised up another adversary
against him, Rezon the son of Eliadah, who
had fled from his lord, Hadadezer king of
Zobah. 24 So he gathered men to him and
became captain over a band of raiders, when
David killed those of Zobah. And they went to
Damascus and dwelt there, and reigned in
Damascus. 25 He was an adversary of Israel all
the days of Solomon (besides the trouble that
Hadad caused); and he abhorred Israel, and
reigned over Syria.

Jeroboam’s Rebellion
Then Solomon’s servant, Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zereda, whose
mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, also
rebelled against the king.
26

27

And this is what caused him to rebel against
the king: Solomon had built the Millo and
repaired the damages to the City of David his
father. 28 The man Jeroboam was a mighty
man of valor; and Solomon, seeing that the
young man was industrious, made him the
officer over all the labor force of the house of
Joseph.
29

Now it happened at that time, when
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the
way; and he had clothed himself with a new
garment, and the two were alone in the field.
30
Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment
that was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces.
31
And he said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself
ten pieces, for thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: ‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of
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the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to
you 32 (but he shall have one tribe for the sake
of My servant David, and for the sake of
Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel), 33 because they have[a]
forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of
the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the
people of Ammon, and have not walked in My
ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep
My statutes and My judgments, as did his
father David. 34 However I will not take the
whole kingdom out of his hand, because I
have made him ruler all the days of his life for
the sake of My servant David, whom I chose
because he kept My commandments and My
statutes. 35 But I will take the kingdom out of
his son’s hand and give it to you—ten tribes.
36
And to his son I will give one tribe, that My
servant David may always have a lamp before
Me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen
for Myself, to put My name there. 37 So I will
take you, and you shall reign over all your
heart desires, and you shall be king over Israel.
38
Then it shall be, if you heed all that I
command you, walk in My ways, and do what
is right in My sight, to keep My statutes and
My commandments, as My servant David did,
then I will be with you and build for you an
enduring house, as I built for David, and will
give Israel to you. 39 And I will afflict the
descendants of David because of this, but not
forever.’”

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus,
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
2
until the day in which He was taken up, after
He through the Holy Spirit had given
commandments to the apostles whom He had
chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself
alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days
and speaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God.

The Holy Spirit Promised
4

And being assembled together with them, He
commanded them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the
Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard
from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water,
but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when
they had come together, they asked Him,
saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It
is not for you to know times or seasons which
the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me[a] in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.”

Jesus Ascends to Heaven
9

40

Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam.
But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to
Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until
the death of Solomon.

Death of Solomon
41

Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that
he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in
the book of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the
period that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over
all Israel was forty years. 43 Then Solomon
rested with his fathers, and was buried in the
City of David his father. And Rehoboam his
son reigned in his place.

Acts 1 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Prologue

Now when He had spoken these things, while
they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. 10 And while
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He
went up, behold, two men stood by them in
white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

The Upper Room Prayer Meeting
12

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a Sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they had
entered, they went up into the upper room
where they were staying: Peter, James, John,
and Andrew; Philip and Thomas;
Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the
130

son of James. 14 These all continued with one
accord in prayer and supplication,[b] with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with His brothers.

Acts 2 New King James Version
(NKJV)

Matthias Chosen

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come,
they were all with one accord[a] in one place.
2
And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled the whole house where they were sitting.
3
Then there appeared to them divided tongues,
as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.
4
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.

15

And in those days Peter stood up in the
midst of the disciples[c] (altogether the number
of names was about a hundred and twenty),
and said, 16 “Men and brethren, this Scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
spoke before by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to
those who arrested Jesus; 17 for he was
numbered with us and obtained a part in this
ministry.”
18

(Now this man purchased a field with the
wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, he
burst open in the middle and all his entrails
gushed out. 19 And it became known to all
those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is
called in their own language, Akel Dama, that
is, Field of Blood.)
20

“For it is written in the Book of Psalms:

‘Let his dwelling place be desolate,
And let no one live in it’;[d]
and,
‘Let[e] another take his office.’[f]
“Therefore, of these men who have
accompanied us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning
from the baptism of John to that day when He
was taken up from us, one of these must
become a witness with us of His resurrection.”
21

23

And they proposed two: Joseph called
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and
Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You,
O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which of these two You have chosen 25 to take
part in this ministry and apostleship from
which Judas by transgression fell, that he
might go to his own place.” 26 And they cast
their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he
was numbered with the eleven apostles.

Coming of the Holy Spirit

The Crowd’s Response
5

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,
devout men, from every nation under heaven.
6
And when this sound occurred, the multitude
came together, and were confused, because
everyone heard them speak in his own
language. 7 Then they were all amazed and
marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are
not all these who speak Galileans? 8 And how
is it that we hear, each in our own language in
which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes
and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
10
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts
of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans
and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our
own tongues the wonderful works of God.”
12
So they were all amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “Whatever could this
mean?”
Others mocking said, “They are full of new
wine.”
13

Peter’s Sermon
14

But Peter, standing up with the eleven,
raised his voice and said to them, “Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this
be known to you, and heed my words. 15 For
these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is
only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is
what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
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‘And it shall come to pass in the last days,
says God,
That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your young men shall see visions,
Your old men shall dream dreams.
18
And on My menservants and on My
maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days;
And they shall prophesy.
19
I will show wonders in heaven above
And signs in the earth beneath:
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke.
20
The sun shall be turned into darkness,
And the moon into blood,
Before the coming of the great and awesome
day of the LORD.
21
And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the LORD
Shall be saved.’[b]
17

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of
Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did
through Him in your midst, as you yourselves
also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the
determined purpose and foreknowledge of
God, you have taken[c] by lawless hands, have
crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God
raised up, having loosed the pains of death,
because it was not possible that He should be
held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him:
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he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was
not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see
corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of
which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being
exalted to the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now
see and hear.
“For David did not ascend into the heavens,
but he says himself:
34

‘The LORD said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,
35
Till I make Your enemies Your
footstool.”’[f]
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
36

22

‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face,
For He is at my right hand, that I may not be
shaken.
26
Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue
was glad;
Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.
27
For You will not leave my soul in Hades,
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see
corruption.
28
You have made known to me the ways of
life;
You will make me full of joy in Your
presence.’[d]
“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to
you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead
and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
30
Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him that of
the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He
would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,[e]
29

37

Now when they heard this, they were cut to
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we
do?”
Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For
the promise is to you and to your children, and
to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our
God will call.”
38

A Vital Church Grows
40

And with many other words he testified and
exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this
perverse generation.” 41 Then those who
gladly[g] received his word were baptized; and
that day about three thousand souls were
added to them. 42 And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were done
through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed
were together, and had all things in common,
45
and sold their possessions and goods, and
divided them among all, as anyone had need.
46

So continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to
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house, they ate their food with gladness and
simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to the church[h] daily those who were being
saved.

Acts 3 New King James Version
(NKJV)
A Lame Man Healed
1 Now Peter and John went up together to the
temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.
2
And a certain man lame from his mother’s
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the
gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to
ask alms from those who entered the temple;
3
who, seeing Peter and John about to go into
the temple, asked for alms. 4 And fixing his
eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at
us.” 5 So he gave them his attention, expecting
to receive something from them. 6 Then Peter
said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I
do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 7 And he took
him by the right hand and lifted him up, and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received
strength. 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked
and entered the temple with them—walking,
leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people
saw him walking and praising God. 10 Then
they knew that it was he who sat begging alms
at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they
were filled with wonder and amazement at
what had happened to him.

Preaching in Solomon’s Portico
11

Now as the lame man who was healed held
on to Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the porch which is called
Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12 So when Peter
saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of
Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why
look so intently at us, as though by our own
power or godliness we had made this man
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His
Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was
determined to let Him go. 14 But you denied
the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, 15 and killed the
Prince of life, whom God raised from the

dead, of which we are witnesses. 16 And His
name, through faith in His name, has made
this man strong, whom you see and know.
Yes, the faith which comes through Him has
given him this perfect soundness in the
presence of you all.
“Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those
things which God foretold by the mouth of all
His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He
has thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
so that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send
Jesus Christ, who was preached to you
before,[a] 21 whom heaven must receive until
the times of restoration of all things, which
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began. 22 For Moses
truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God
will raise up for you a Prophet like me from
your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things,
whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall be that
every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall
be utterly destroyed from among the
people.’[b] 24 Yes, and all the prophets, from
Samuel and those who follow, as many as
have spoken, have also foretold[c] these days.
25
You are sons of the prophets, and of the
covenant which God made with our fathers,
saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.’[d] 26 To
you first, God, having raised up His Servant
Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away
every one of you from your iniquities.”
17

Acts 4 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Peter and John Arrested
1 Now as they spoke to the people, the priests,
the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees
came upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed that
they taught the people and preached in Jesus
the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid
hands on them, and put them in custody until
the next day, for it was already evening.
4
However, many of those who heard the word
believed; and the number of the men came to
be about five thousand.

Addressing the Sanhedrin
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5

And it came to pass, on the next day, that
their rulers, elders, and scribes, 6 as well as
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and as many as were of the family
of the high priest, were gathered together at
Jerusalem. 7 And when they had set them in
the midst, they asked, “By what power or by
what name have you done this?”
8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, “Rulers of the people and elders of
Israel: 9 If we this day are judged for a good
deed done to a helpless man, by what means
he has been made well, 10 let it be known to
you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, by Him this man stands here before you
whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected
by you builders, which has become the chief
cornerstone.’[a] 12 Nor is there salvation in any
other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be
saved.”

The Name of Jesus Forbidden
13

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter
and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they marveled.
And they realized that they had been with
Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had been
healed standing with them, they could say
nothing against it. 15 But when they had
commanded them to go aside out of the
council, they conferred among themselves,
16
saying, “What shall we do to these men?
For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been
done through them is evident to all who dwell
in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so
that it spreads no further among the people, let
us severely threaten them, that from now on
they speak to no man in this name.”
18

So they called them and commanded them
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said
to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of
God to listen to you more than to God, you
judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.” 21 So when
they had further threatened them, they let them
go, finding no way of punishing them, because
of the people, since they all glorified God for

what had been done. 22 For the man was over
forty years old on whom this miracle of
healing had been performed.

Prayer for Boldness
23

And being let go, they went to their own
companions and reported all that the chief
priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when
they heard that, they raised their voice to God
with one accord and said: “Lord, You are
God, who made heaven and earth and the sea,
and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of
Your servant David[b] have said:
‘Why did the nations rage,
And the people plot vain things?
26
The kings of the earth took their stand,
And the rulers were gathered together
Against the LORD and against His Christ.’[c]
“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus,
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together 28 to do
whatever Your hand and Your purpose
determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord,
look on their threats, and grant to Your
servants that with all boldness they may speak
Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”
27

31

And when they had prayed, the place where
they were assembled together was shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
they spoke the word of God with boldness.

Sharing in All Things
32

Now the multitude of those who believed
were of one heart and one soul; neither did
anyone say that any of the things he possessed
was his own, but they had all things in
common. 33 And with great power the apostles
gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.
34
Nor was there anyone among them who
lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of
the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at
the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each
as anyone had need.
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36

And Joses,[d] who was also named Barnabas
by the apostles (which is translated Son of
Encouragement), a Levite of the country of
Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Acts 5 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Lying to the Holy Spirit
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2 And he
kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also
being aware of it, and brought a certain part
and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter
said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart
to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of
the price of the land for yourself? 4 While it
remained, was it not your own? And after it
was sold, was it not in your own control? Why
have you conceived this thing in your heart?
You have not lied to men but to God.”
5

Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell
down and breathed his last. So great fear came
upon all those who heard these things. 6 And
the young men arose and wrapped him up,
carried him out, and buried him.

join them, but the people esteemed them
highly. 14 And believers were increasingly
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and
women, 15 so that they brought the sick out
into the streets and laid them on beds and
couches, that at least the shadow of Peter
passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also
a multitude gathered from the surrounding
cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and
those who were tormented by unclean spirits,
and they were all healed.

Imprisoned Apostles Freed
17

Then the high priest rose up, and all those
who were with him (which is the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled with
indignation, 18 and laid their hands on the
apostles and put them in the common prison.
19
But at night an angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors and brought them out, and said,
20
“Go, stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this life.”
21

And when they heard that, they entered the
temple early in the morning and taught. But
the high priest and those with him came and
called the council together, with all the elders
of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison
to have them brought.

7

Now it was about three hours later when his
wife came in, not knowing what had
happened. 8 And Peter answered her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for so much?”
She said, “Yes, for so much.”
Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you
have agreed together to test the Spirit of the
Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried
your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out.” 10 Then immediately she fell
down at his feet and breathed her last. And the
young men came in and found her dead, and
carrying her out, buried her by her husband.
11
So great fear came upon all the church and
upon all who heard these things.
9

Continuing Power in the Church
12

And through the hands of the apostles many
signs and wonders were done among the
people. And they were all with one accord in
Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared

Apostles on Trial Again
22

But when the officers came and did not find
them in the prison, they returned and reported,
23
saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut
securely, and the guards standing outside[a]
before the doors; but when we opened them,
we found no one inside!” 24 Now when the
high priest,[b] the captain of the temple, and the
chief priests heard these things, they wondered
what the outcome would be. 25 So one came
and told them, saying,[c] “Look, the men
whom you put in prison are standing in the
temple and teaching the people!”
26

Then the captain went with the officers and
brought them without violence, for they feared
the people, lest they should be stoned. 27 And
when they had brought them, they set them
before the council. And the high priest asked
them, 28 saying, “Did we not strictly command
you not to teach in this name? And look, you
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have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and
intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!”
29

But Peter and the other apostles answered
and said: “We ought to obey God rather than
men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus
whom you murdered by hanging on a tree.
31
Him God has exalted to His right hand to be
Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel
and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are His
witnesses to these things, and so also is the
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who
obey Him.”

Gamaliel’s Advice

1 Now Saul was consenting to his death.
At that time a great persecution arose against
the church which was at Jerusalem; and they
were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And
devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and
made great lamentation over him.
3

As for Saul, he made havoc of the church,
entering every house, and dragging off men
and women, committing them to prison.

Christ Is Preached in Samaria
4

33

When they heard this, they were furious and
plotted to kill them. 34 Then one in the council
stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a
teacher of the law held in respect by all the
people, and commanded them to put the
apostles outside for a little while. 35 And he
said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to
yourselves what you intend to do regarding
these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose
up, claiming to be somebody. A number of
men, about four hundred, joined him. He was
slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered
and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas
of Galilee rose up in the days of the census,
and drew away many people after him. He
also perished, and all who obeyed him were
dispersed. 38 And now I say to you, keep away
from these men and let them alone; for if this
plan or this work is of men, it will come to
nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you cannot
overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight
against God.”
40

And they agreed with him, and when they
had called for the apostles and beaten them,
they commanded that they should not speak in
the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they
departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame for His[d] name. 42 And daily in
the temple, and in every house, they did not
cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the
Christ.

Acts 8 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Saul Persecutes the Church

Therefore those who were scattered went
everywhere preaching the word. 5 Then Philip
went down to the[a] city of Samaria and
preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes
with one accord heeded the things spoken by
Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which
he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud
voice, came out of many who were possessed;
and many who were paralyzed and lame were
healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city.

The Sorcerer’s Profession of Faith
9

But there was a certain man called Simon,
who previously practiced sorcery in the city
and astonished the people of Samaria,
claiming that he was someone great, 10 to
whom they all gave heed, from the least to the
greatest, saying, “This man is the great power
of God.” 11 And they heeded him because he
had astonished them with his sorceries for a
long time. 12 But when they believed Philip as
he preached the things concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
both men and women were baptized. 13 Then
Simon himself also believed; and when he was
baptized he continued with Philip, and was
amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which
were done.

The Sorcerer’s Sin
14

Now when the apostles who were at
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the
word of God, they sent Peter and John to
them, 15 who, when they had come down,
prayed for them that they might receive the
Holy Spirit. 16 For as yet He had fallen upon
none of them. They had only been baptized in
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the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid
hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.
18

And when Simon saw that through the
laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy
Spirit was given, he offered them money,
19
saying, “Give me this power also, that
anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the
Holy Spirit.”
But Peter said to him, “Your money perish
with you, because you thought that the gift of
God could be purchased with money! 21 You
have neither part nor portion in this matter, for
your heart is not right in the sight of God.
22
Repent therefore of this your wickedness,
and pray God if perhaps the thought of your
heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that
you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by
iniquity.”
20

Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the
Lord for me, that none of the things which you
have spoken may come upon me.”

“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
So He opened not His mouth.
33
In His humiliation His justice was taken
away,
And who will declare His generation?
For His life is taken from the earth.”[b]
So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I
ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of
himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip
opened his mouth, and beginning at this
Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as
they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is
water. What hinders me from being baptized?”
34

Then Philip said, “If you believe with all
your heart, you may.”
37

And he answered and said, “I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”[c]

24

25

So when they had testified and preached the
word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem,
preaching the gospel in many villages of the
Samaritans.

Christ Is Preached to an Ethiopian
26

Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip,
saying, “Arise and go toward the south along
the road which goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he arose and went.
And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of
great authority under Candace the queen of the
Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury,
and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was
returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was
reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this
chariot.”
30

So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”
And he said, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up
and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture
which he read was this:
31

38

So he commanded the chariot to stand still.
And both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the
eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his
way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at
Azotus. And passing through, he preached in
all the cities till he came to Caesarea.

Acts 9 New King James Version
(NKJV)
The Damascus Road: Saul Converted
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found
any who were of the Way, whether men or
women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem.
3

As he journeyed he came near Damascus,
and suddenly a light shone around him from
heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me?”
5

And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”
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Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting.[a] It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.”

received his sight at once; and he arose and
was baptized.
19

So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord,
what do You want me to do?”
6

Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into
the city, and you will be told what you must
do.”
7

And the men who journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one.
8
Then Saul arose from the ground, and when
his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they
led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. 9 And he was three days without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

So when he had received food, he was
strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with
the disciples at Damascus.

Saul Preaches Christ
20

Immediately he preached the Christ[c] in the
synagogues, that He is the Son of God.
21

Then all who heard were amazed, and said,
“Is this not he who destroyed those who called
on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here
for that purpose, so that he might bring them
bound to the chief priests?”
22

Ananias Baptizes Saul
10

Now there was a certain disciple at
Damascus named Ananias; and to him the
Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.”
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to
the street called Straight, and inquire at the
house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus,
for behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias coming in and
putting his hand on him, so that he might
receive his sight.”
11

But Saul increased all the more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who dwelt in
Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the
Christ.

Saul Escapes Death
23

Now after many days were past, the Jews
plotted to kill him. 24 But their plot became
known to Saul. And they watched the gates
day and night, to kill him. 25 Then the disciples
took him by night and let him down through
the wall in a large basket.

Saul at Jerusalem
26

Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard
from many about this man, how much harm he
has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And
here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on Your name.”
13

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a
chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before
Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.
16
For I will show him how many things he
must suffer for My name’s sake.”
15

17

And Ananias went his way and entered the
house; and laying his hands on him he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus,[b] who appeared
to you on the road as you came, has sent me
that you may receive your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell
from his eyes something like scales, and he

And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he
tried to join the disciples; but they were all
afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a
disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought
him to the apostles. And he declared to them
how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that
He had spoken to him, and how he had
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of
Jesus. 28 So he was with them at Jerusalem,
coming in and going out. 29 And he spoke
boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and
disputed against the Hellenists, but they
attempted to kill him. 30 When the brethren
found out, they brought him down to Caesarea
and sent him out to Tarsus.

The Church Prospers
31

Then the churches[d] throughout all Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were
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edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they
were multiplied.

Aeneas Healed

Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who
feared God with all his household, who gave
alms generously to the people, and prayed to
God always. 3 About the ninth hour of the day
he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God
coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

32

Now it came to pass, as Peter went through
all parts of the country, that he also came
down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda.
33
There he found a certain man named
Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years
and was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him,
“Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and
make your bed.” Then he arose immediately.
35
So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw
him and turned to the Lord.

Dorcas Restored to Life
36

At Joppa there was a certain disciple named
Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This
woman was full of good works and charitable
deeds which she did. 37 But it happened in
those days that she became sick and died.
When they had washed her, they laid her in an
upper room. 38 And since Lydda was near
Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter
was there, they sent two men to him,
imploring him not to delay in coming to them.
39
Then Peter arose and went with them. When
he had come, they brought him to the upper
room. And all the widows stood by him
weeping, showing the tunics and garments
which Dorcas had made while she was with
them. 40 But Peter put them all out, and knelt
down and prayed. And turning to the body he
said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her
eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.
41
Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up;
and when he had called the saints and widows,
he presented her alive. 42 And it became
known throughout all Joppa, and many
believed on the Lord. 43 So it was that he
stayed many days in Joppa with Simon, a
tanner.

Acts 10 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Cornelius Sends a Delegation
1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called
Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the

4

And when he observed him, he was afraid,
and said, “What is it, lord?”
So he said to him, “Your prayers and your
alms have come up for a memorial before
God. 5 Now send men to Joppa, and send for
Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging
with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the
sea.[a] He will tell you what you must do.”
7
And when the angel who spoke to him had
departed, Cornelius called two of his
household servants and a devout soldier from
among those who waited on him continually.
8
So when he had explained all these things to
them, he sent them to Joppa.

Peter’s Vision
9

The next day, as they went on their journey
and drew near the city, Peter went up on the
housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then
he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but
while they made ready, he fell into a trance
11
and saw heaven opened and an object like a
great sheet bound at the four corners,
descending to him and let down to the earth.
12
In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of
the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and
birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him,
“Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”
But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have
never eaten anything common or unclean.”
14

15

And a voice spoke to him again the second
time, “What God has cleansed you must not
call common.” 16 This was done three times.
And the object was taken up into heaven
again.

Summoned to Caesarea
17

Now while Peter wondered within himself
what this vision which he had seen meant,
behold, the men who had been sent from
Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s
house, and stood before the gate. 18 And they
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called and asked whether Simon, whose
surname was Peter, was lodging there.
19

While Peter thought about the vision, the
Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are
seeking you. 20 Arise therefore, go down and
go with them, doubting nothing; for I have
sent them.”

he comes, he will speak to you.’ 33 So I sent to
you immediately, and you have done well to
come. Now therefore, we are all present before
God, to hear all the things commanded you by
God.”

Preaching to Cornelius’ Household
Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In
truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.
35
But in every nation whoever fears Him and
works righteousness is accepted by Him.
36
The word which God sent to the children of
Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—
He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know,
which was proclaimed throughout all Judea,
and began from Galilee after the baptism
which John preached: 38 how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power, who went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with Him. 39 And we are
witnesses of all things which He did both in
the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom
they[e] killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God
raised up on the third day, and showed Him
openly, 41 not to all the people, but to
witnesses chosen before by God, even to us
who ate and drank with Him after He arose
from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to
preach to the people, and to testify that it is He
who was ordained by God to be Judge of the
living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets
witness that, through His name, whoever
believes in Him will receive remission of
sins.”
34

21

Then Peter went down to the men who had
been sent to him from Cornelius,[b] and said,
“Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what
reason have you come?”
And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a
just man, one who fears God and has a good
reputation among all the nation of the Jews,
was divinely instructed by a holy angel to
summon you to his house, and to hear words
from you.” 23 Then he invited them in and
lodged them.
22

On the next day Peter went away with them,
and some brethren from Joppa accompanied
him.

Peter Meets Cornelius
24

And the following day they entered
Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for
them, and had called together his relatives and
close friends. 25 As Peter was coming in,
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet
and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up,
saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man.”
27
And as he talked with him, he went in and
found many who had come together. 28 Then
he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is
for a Jewish man to keep company with or go
to one of another nation. But God has shown
me that I should not call any man common or
unclean. 29 Therefore I came without objection
as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what
reason have you sent for me?”
So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour[c] I
prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood
before me in bright clothing, 31 and said,
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and
your alms are remembered in the sight of God.
32
Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here,
whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the
house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.[d] When
30

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles
44

While Peter was still speaking these words,
the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard
the word. 45 And those of the circumcision
who believed were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles
also. 46 For they heard them speak with
tongues and magnify God.
Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid
water, that these should not be baptized who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?” 48 And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they
asked him to stay a few days.
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Acts 11 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Peter Defends God’s Grace
1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received
the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to
Jerusalem, those of the circumcision
contended with him, 3 saying, “You went in to
uncircumcised men and ate with them!”
4

But Peter explained it to them in order from
the beginning, saying: 5 “I was in the city of
Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision,
an object descending like a great sheet, let
down from heaven by four corners; and it
came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and
considered, I saw four-footed animals of the
earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds
of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me,
‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘Not so,
Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at
any time entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice
answered me again from heaven, ‘What God
has cleansed you must not call common.’
10
Now this was done three times, and all were
drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very
moment, three men stood before the house
where I was, having been sent to me from
Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with
them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six
brethren accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had
seen an angel standing in his house, who said
to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for
Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell
you words by which you and all your
household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon
us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the
word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore God gave
them the same gift as He gave us when we
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I
that I could withstand God?”
18

When they heard these things they became
silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then
God has also granted to the Gentiles
repentance to life.”

Barnabas and Saul at Antioch

19

Now those who were scattered after the
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
preaching the word to no one but the Jews
only. 20 But some of them were men from
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come
to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching
the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number believed
and turned to the Lord.
22

Then news of these things came to the ears
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out
Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he
came and had seen the grace of God, he was
glad, and encouraged them all that with
purpose of heart they should continue with the
Lord. 24 For he was a good man, full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many
people were added to the Lord.
25

Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek
Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a
whole year they assembled with the church
and taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called Christians in
Antioch.

Relief to Judea
27

And in these days prophets came from
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 Then one of them,
named Agabus, stood up and showed by the
Spirit that there was going to be a great famine
throughout all the world, which also happened
in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the
disciples, each according to his ability,
determined to send relief to the brethren
dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and
sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas
and Saul.

Acts 12 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Herod’s Violence to the Church
1 Now about that time Herod the king
stretched out his hand to harass some from the
church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of
John with the sword. 3 And because he saw
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further
to seize Peter also. Now it was during the
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Days of Unleavened Bread. 4 So when he had
arrested him, he put him in prison, and
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to
keep him, intending to bring him before the
people after Passover.

the Lord had brought him out of the prison.
And he said, “Go, tell these things to James
and to the brethren.” And he departed and
went to another place.
18

Peter Freed from Prison
5

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but
constant[a] prayer was offered to God for him
by the church. 6 And when Herod was about to
bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping,
bound with two chains between two soldiers;
and the guards before the door were keeping
the prison. 7 Now behold, an angel of the Lord
stood by him, and a light shone in the prison;
and he struck Peter on the side and raised him
up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains
fell off his hands. 8 Then the angel said to him,
“Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so
he did. And he said to him, “Put on your
garment and follow me.” 9 So he went out and
followed him, and did not know that what was
done by the angel was real, but thought he was
seeing a vision. 10 When they were past the
first and the second guard posts, they came to
the iron gate that leads to the city, which
opened to them of its own accord; and they
went out and went down one street, and
immediately the angel departed from him.

Then, as soon as it was day, there was no
small stir among the soldiers about what had
become of Peter. 19 But when Herod had
searched for him and not found him, he
examined the guards and commanded that they
should be put to death.
And he went down from Judea to Caesarea,
and stayed there.

Herod’s Violent Death
20

Now Herod had been very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon; but they came to
him with one accord, and having made Blastus
the king’s personal aide their friend, they
asked for peace, because their country was
supplied with food by the king’s country.
21

So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal
apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration
to them. 22 And the people kept shouting, “The
voice of a god and not of a man!” 23 Then
immediately an angel of the Lord struck him,
because he did not give glory to God. And he
was eaten by worms and died.

11

And when Peter had come to himself, he
said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord
has sent His angel, and has delivered me from
the hand of Herod and from all the expectation
of the Jewish people.”

24

But the word of God grew and multiplied.

Barnabas and Saul Appointed
25

12

So, when he had considered this, he came to
the house of Mary, the mother of John whose
surname was Mark, where many were
gathered together praying. 13 And as Peter
knocked at the door of the gate, a girl named
Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she
recognized Peter’s voice, because of her
gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in
and announced that Peter stood before the
gate. 15 But they said to her, “You are beside
yourself!” Yet she kept insisting that it was so.
So they said, “It is his angel.”
16

Now Peter continued knocking; and when
they opened the door and saw him, they were
astonished. 17 But motioning to them with his
hand to keep silent, he declared to them how

And Barnabas and Saul returned from[b]
Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their
ministry, and they also took with them John
whose surname was Mark.

Acts 13 New King James Version
(NKJV)
1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there
were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of
Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up
with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they
ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy
Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and
laid hands on them, they sent them away.
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Preaching in Cyprus
4

So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they
went down to Seleucia, and from there they
sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when they arrived in
Salamis, they preached the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as
their assistant.
6

Now when they had gone through the
island[a] to Paphos, they found a certain
sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name
was Bar-Jesus, 7 who was with the proconsul,
Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man
called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to
hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the
sorcerer (for so his name is translated)
withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul
away from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who also is
called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked
intently at him 10 and said, “O full of all deceit
and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy
of all righteousness, will you not cease
perverting the straight ways of the Lord?
11
And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is
upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing
the sun for a time.”
And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and
he went around seeking someone to lead him
by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed,
when he saw what had been done, being
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

At Antioch in Pisidia
13

Now when Paul and his party set sail from
Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia; and
John, departing from them, returned to
Jerusalem. 14 But when they departed from
Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day
and sat down. 15 And after the reading of the
Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the
synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and
brethren, if you have any word of exhortation
for the people, say on.”
16

Then Paul stood up, and motioning with his
hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who fear
God, listen: 17 The God of this people Israel[b]
chose our fathers, and exalted the people when
they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt,
and with an uplifted arm He brought them out

of it. 18 Now for a time of about forty years He
put up with their ways in the wilderness.
19
And when He had destroyed seven nations
in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land
to them by allotment.
“After that He gave them judges for about
four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the
prophet. 21 And afterward they asked for a
king; so God gave them Saul the son of Kish,
a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.
22
And when He had removed him, He raised
up for them David as king, to whom also He
gave testimony and said, ‘I have found
David[c] the son of Jesse, a man after My own
heart, who will do all My will.’[d] 23 From this
man’s seed, according to the promise, God
raised up for Israel a Savior—Jesus—[e]
24
after John had first preached, before His
coming, the baptism of repentance to all the
people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing
his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I
am not He. But behold, there comes One after
me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy
to loose.’
20

“Men and brethren, sons of the family of
Abraham, and those among you who fear God,
to you the word of this salvation has been sent.
27
For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their
rulers, because they did not know Him, nor
even the voices of the Prophets which are read
every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in
condemning Him. 28 And though they found no
cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that
He should be put to death. 29 Now when they
had fulfilled all that was written concerning
Him, they took Him down from the tree and
laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him
from the dead. 31 He was seen for many days
by those who came up with Him from Galilee
to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the
people. 32 And we declare to you glad
tidings—that promise which was made to the
fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this for us their
children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it
is also written in the second Psalm:
26

‘You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.’[f]
34

And that He raised Him from the dead, no
more to return to corruption, He has spoken
thus:
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‘I will give you the sure mercies of David.’[g]
35

Therefore He also says in another Psalm:

‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see
corruption.’[h]
“For David, after he had served his own
generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was
buried with his fathers, and saw corruption;
37
but He whom God raised up saw no
corruption. 38 Therefore let it be known to you,
brethren, that through this Man is preached to
you the forgiveness of sins; 39 and by Him
everyone who believes is justified from all
things from which you could not be justified
by the law of Moses. 40 Beware therefore, lest
what has been spoken in the prophets come
upon you:
36

‘Behold, you despisers,
Marvel and perish!
For I work a work in your days,
A work which you will by no means believe,
Though one were to declare it to you.’”[i]

48

Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were
glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And
as many as had been appointed to eternal life
believed.
49

And the word of the Lord was being spread
throughout all the region. 50 But the Jews
stirred up the devout and prominent women
and the chief men of the city, raised up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and
expelled them from their region. 51 But they
shook off the dust from their feet against them,
and came to Iconium. 52 And the disciples
were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

Acts 15 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Conflict over Circumcision

41

Blessing and Conflict at Antioch
42

So when the Jews went out of the
synagogue,[j] the Gentiles begged that these
words might be preached to them the next
Sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation had
broken up, many of the Jews and devout
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who,
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue
in the grace of God.
44

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city
came together to hear the word of God. 45 But
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were
filled with envy; and contradicting and
blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken
by Paul. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold
and said, “It was necessary that the word of
God should be spoken to you first; but since
you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy
of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the
Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded
us:
‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles,
That you should be for salvation to the ends of
the earth.’”[k]

1 And certain men came down from Judea and
taught the brethren, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 Therefore,
when Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and dispute with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain
others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to
the apostles and elders, about this question.
3

So, being sent on their way by the church,
they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and
they caused great joy to all the brethren. 4 And
when they had come to Jerusalem, they were
received by the church and the apostles and
the elders; and they reported all things that
God had done with them. 5 But some of the
sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up,
saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them,
and to command them to keep the law of
Moses.”

The Jerusalem Council
6

Now the apostles and elders came together to
consider this matter. 7 And when there had
been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to
them: “Men and brethren, you know that a
good while ago God chose among us, that by
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word
of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who
knows the heart, acknowledged them by
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to
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us, 9 and made no distinction between us and
them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 Now
therefore, why do you test God by putting a
yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither
our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we
believe that through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ[a] we shall be saved in the same
manner as they.”
12

Then all the multitude kept silent and
listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how
many miracles and wonders God had worked
through them among the Gentiles. 13 And after
they had become silent, James answered,
saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me:
14
Simon has declared how God at the first
visited the Gentiles to take out of them a
people for His name. 15 And with this the
words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written:
‘After this I will return
And will rebuild the tabernacle of David,
which has fallen down;
I will rebuild its ruins,
And I will set it up;
17
So that the rest of mankind may seek the
LORD,
Even all the Gentiles who are called by My
name,
Says the LORD who does all these things.’[b]
16

“Known to God from eternity are all His
works.[c] 19 Therefore I judge that we should
not trouble those from among the Gentiles
who are turning to God, 20 but that we write to
them to abstain from things polluted by idols,
from sexual immorality,[d] from things
strangled, and from blood. 21 For Moses has
had throughout many generations those who
preach him in every city, being read in the
synagogues every Sabbath.”
18

The Jerusalem Decree

The apostles, the elders, and the brethren,
To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia:
Greetings.
24

Since we have heard that some who went
out from us have troubled you with words,
unsettling your souls, saying, “You must be
circumcised and keep the law”[f] —to whom
we gave no such commandment— 25 it seemed
good to us, being assembled with one accord,
to send chosen men to you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and
Silas, who will also report the same things by
word of mouth. 28 For it seemed good to the
Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no
greater burden than these necessary things:
29
that you abstain from things offered to idols,
from blood, from things strangled, and from
sexual immorality.[g] If you keep yourselves
from these, you will do well.
Farewell.

Continuing Ministry in Syria
30

So when they were sent off, they came to
Antioch; and when they had gathered the
multitude together, they delivered the letter.
31
When they had read it, they rejoiced over its
encouragement. 32 Now Judas and Silas,
themselves being prophets also, exhorted and
strengthened the brethren with many words.
33
And after they had stayed there for a time,
they were sent back with greetings from the
brethren to the apostles.[h]
34

However, it seemed good to Silas to remain
there.[i] 35 Paul and Barnabas also remained in
Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of
the Lord, with many others also.

22

Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with
the whole church, to send chosen men of their
own company to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named
Barsabas,[e] and Silas, leading men among the
brethren.
23

They wrote this letter by them:

Division over John Mark
36

Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas,
“Let us now go back and visit our brethren in
every city where we have preached the word
of the Lord, and see how they are doing.”
37
Now Barnabas was determined to take with
them John called Mark. 38 But Paul insisted
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that they should not take with them the one
who had departed from them in Pamphylia,
and had not gone with them to the work.
39
Then the contention became so sharp that
they parted from one another. And so
Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;
40
but Paul chose Silas and departed, being
commended by the brethren to the grace of
God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the churches.

Acts 16 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas
1 Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And
behold, a certain disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman
who believed, but his father was Greek. 2 He
was well spoken of by the brethren who were
at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted to have
him go on with him. And he took him and
circumcised him because of the Jews who
were in that region, for they all knew that his
father was Greek. 4 And as they went through
the cities, they delivered to them the decrees to
keep, which were determined by the apostles
and elders at Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and increased in
number daily.

The Macedonian Call

Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part
of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying
in that city for some days. 13 And on the
Sabbath day we went out of the city to the
riverside, where prayer was customarily made;
and we sat down and spoke to the women who
met there. 14 Now a certain woman named
Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God.
The Lord opened her heart to heed the things
spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her
household were baptized, she begged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So
she persuaded us.

Paul and Silas Imprisoned
16

Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that
a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters
much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl
followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,
“These men are the servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to us the way of
salvation.” 18 And this she did for many days.
But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to
the spirit, “I command you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came
out that very hour. 19 But when her masters
saw that their hope of profit was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into
the marketplace to the authorities.

6

Now when they had gone through Phrygia
and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden
by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.
7
After they had come to Mysia, they tried to
go into Bithynia, but the Spirit[a] did not
permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came
down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul
in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and
pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had
seen the vision, immediately we sought to go
to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had
called us to preach the gospel to them.

Lydia Baptized at Philippi
11

Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a
straight course to Samothrace, and the next
day came to Neapolis, 12 and from there to

20

And they brought them to the magistrates,
and said, “These men, being Jews,
exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach
customs which are not lawful for us, being
Romans, to receive or observe.” 22 Then the
multitude rose up together against them; and
the magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with rods.
23
And when they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison,
commanding the jailer to keep them securely.
24
Having received such a charge, he put them
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in
the stocks.

The Philippian Jailer Saved
25

But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
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were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and everyone’s chains
were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison,
awaking from sleep and seeing the prison
doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled,
drew his sword and was about to kill himself.
28
But Paul called with a loud voice, saying,
“Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
29

Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And
he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must
I do to be saved?”
So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the
Lord to him and to all who were in his house.
33
And he took them the same hour of the night
and washed their stripes. And immediately he
and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when
he had brought them into his house, he set
food before them; and he rejoiced, having
believed in God with all his household.
31

Paul Refuses to Depart Secretly
35

And when it was day, the magistrates sent
the officers, saying, “Let those men go.”
36

So the keeper of the prison reported these
words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have
sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and
go in peace.”
But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us
openly, uncondemned Romans, and have
thrown us into prison. And now do they put us
out secretly? No indeed! Let them come
themselves and get us out.”
37

38

And the officers told these words to the
magistrates, and they were afraid when they
heard that they were Romans. 39 Then they
came and pleaded with them and brought them
out, and asked them to depart from the city.
40
So they went out of the prison and entered
the house of Lydia; and when they had seen
the brethren, they encouraged them and
departed.

Acts 17 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Preaching Christ at Thessalonica
1 Now when they had passed through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of
the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went
in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned
with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining
and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer
and rise again from the dead, and saying,
“This Jesus whom I preach to you is the
Christ.” 4 And some of them were persuaded;
and a great multitude of the devout Greeks,
and not a few of the leading women, joined
Paul and Silas.

Assault on Jason’s House
5

But the Jews who were not persuaded,
becoming envious,[a] took some of the evil
men from the marketplace, and gathering a
mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked
the house of Jason, and sought to bring them
out to the people. 6 But when they did not find
them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to
the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who
have turned the world upside down have come
here too. 7 Jason has harbored them, and these
are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar,
saying there is another king—Jesus.” 8 And
they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the
city when they heard these things. 9 So when
they had taken security from Jason and the
rest, they let them go.

Ministering at Berea
10

Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and
Silas away by night to Berea. When they
arrived, they went into the synagogue of the
Jews. 11 These were more fair-minded than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the
Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so. 12 Therefore many of them
believed, and also not a few of the Greeks,
prominent women as well as men. 13 But when
the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the
word of God was preached by Paul at Berea,
they came there also and stirred up the crowds.
14
Then immediately the brethren sent Paul
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away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and
Timothy remained there. 15 So those who
conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and
receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to
come to him with all speed, they departed.

The Philosophers at Athens
16

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens,
his spirit was provoked within him when he
saw that the city was given over to idols.
17
Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with
the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and
in the marketplace daily with those who
happened to be there. 18 Then[b] certain
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered
him. And some said, “What does this babbler
want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of
foreign gods,” because he preached to them
Jesus and the resurrection.
19

And they took him and brought him to the
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this
new doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you
are bringing some strange things to our ears.
Therefore we want to know what these things
mean.” 21 For all the Athenians and the
foreigners who were there spent their time in
nothing else but either to tell or to hear some
new thing.

Addressing the Areopagus
22

Then Paul stood in the midst of the
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I
perceive that in all things you are very
religious; 23 for as I was passing through and
considering the objects of your worship, I even
found an altar with this inscription:
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Therefore, the One whom you worship
without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:
24
“God, who made the world and everything
in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not dwell in temples made with hands.
25
Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as
though He needed anything, since He gives to
all life, breath, and all things. 26 And He has
made from one blood[c] every nation of men to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and has

determined their pre-appointed times and the
boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they
should seek the Lord, in the hope that they
might grope for Him and find Him, though He
is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we
live and move and have our being, as also
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are
also His offspring.’ 29 Therefore, since we are
the offspring of God, we ought not to think
that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or
stone, something shaped by art and man’s
devising. 30 Truly, these times of ignorance
God overlooked, but now commands all men
everywhere to repent, 31 because He has
appointed a day on which He will judge the
world in righteousness by the Man whom He
has ordained. He has given assurance of this to
all by raising Him from the dead.”
32

And when they heard of the resurrection of
the dead, some mocked, while others said,
“We will hear you again on this matter.” 33 So
Paul departed from among them. 34 However,
some men joined him and believed, among
them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman
named Damaris, and others with them.

Acts 18 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Ministering at Corinth
1 After these things Paul departed from
Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a
certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus,
who had recently come from Italy with his
wife Priscilla (because Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to depart from
Rome); and he came to them. 3 So, because he
was of the same trade, he stayed with them
and worked; for by occupation they were
tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned in the
synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both
Jews and Greeks.
5

When Silas and Timothy had come from
Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit,
and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the
Christ. 6 But when they opposed him and
blasphemed, he shook his garments and said to
them, “Your blood be upon your own heads; I
am clean. From now on I will go to the
Gentiles.” 7 And he departed from there and
entered the house of a certain man named
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Justus,[a] one who worshiped God, whose
house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Then
Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed
on the Lord with all his household. And many
of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were
baptized.
9

Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a
vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do
not keep silent; 10 for I am with you, and no
one will attack you to hurt you; for I have
many people in this city.” 11 And he continued
there a year and six months, teaching the word
of God among them.
12

When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the
Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and
brought him to the judgment seat, 13 saying,
“This fellow persuades men to worship God
contrary to the law.”
14

And when Paul was about to open his
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a
matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O
Jews, there would be reason why I should bear
with you. 15 But if it is a question of words and
names and your own law, look to it
yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of
such matters.” 16 And he drove them from the
judgment seat. 17 Then all the Greeks[b] took
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat
him before the judgment seat. But Gallio took
no notice of these things.

Paul Returns to Antioch
18

So Paul still remained a good while. Then he
took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria,
and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. He
had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had
taken a vow. 19 And he came to Ephesus, and
left them there; but he himself entered the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.
20
When they asked him to stay a longer time
with them, he did not consent, 21 but took leave
of them, saying, “I must by all means keep this
coming feast in Jerusalem;[c] but I will return
again to you, God willing.” And he sailed
from Ephesus.
22

And when he had landed at Caesarea, and
gone up and greeted the church, he went down
to Antioch. 23 After he had spent some time
there, he departed and went over the region of

Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all
the disciples.

Ministry of Apollos
24

Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at
Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in
the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man
had been instructed in the way of the Lord;
and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught
accurately the things of the Lord, though he
knew only the baptism of John. 26 So he began
to speak boldly in the synagogue. When
Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him
aside and explained to him the way of God
more accurately. 27 And when he desired to
cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him; and when he
arrived, he greatly helped those who had
believed through grace; 28 for he vigorously
refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the
Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

Acts 19 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Paul at Ephesus
1 And it happened, while Apollos was at
Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the
upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding
some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
So they said to him, “We have not so much as
heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”
And he said to them, “Into what then were
you baptized?”
3

So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”
Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a
baptism of repentance, saying to the people
that they should believe on Him who would
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”
4

5

When they heard this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul
had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve
in all.
149

8

And he went into the synagogue and spoke
boldly for three months, reasoning and
persuading concerning the things of the
kingdom of God. 9 But when some were
hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of
the Way before the multitude, he departed
from them and withdrew the disciples,
reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.
10
And this continued for two years, so that all
who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

Miracles Glorify Christ
11

Now God worked unusual miracles by the
hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or
aprons were brought from his body to the sick,
and the diseases left them and the evil spirits
went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant
Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to
call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who
had evil spirits, saying, “We[a] exorcise you by
the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there
were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief
priest, who did so.
And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus
I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?”
15

16

Then the man in whom the evil spirit was
leaped on them, overpowered[b] them, and
prevailed against them,[c] so that they fled out
of that house naked and wounded. 17 This
became known both to all Jews and Greeks
dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all,
and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.
18
And many who had believed came
confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also,
many of those who had practiced magic
brought their books together and burned them
in the sight of all. And they counted up the
value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand
pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord
grew mightily and prevailed.

The Riot at Ephesus
21

When these things were accomplished, Paul
purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed
through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to
Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I
must also see Rome.” 22 So he sent into
Macedonia two of those who ministered to

him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself
stayed in Asia for a time.
23

And about that time there arose a great
commotion about the Way. 24 For a certain
man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who
made silver shrines of Diana,[d] brought no
small profit to the craftsmen. 25 He called them
together with the workers of similar
occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we
have our prosperity by this trade. 26 Moreover
you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but
throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has
persuaded and turned away many people,
saying that they are not gods which are made
with hands. 27 So not only is this trade of ours
in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the
temple of the great goddess Diana may be
despised and her magnificence destroyed,[e]
whom all Asia and the world worship.”
28

Now when they heard this, they were full of
wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of
the Ephesians!” 29 So the whole city was filled
with confusion, and rushed into the theater
with one accord, having seized Gaius and
Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel
companions. 30 And when Paul wanted to go in
to the people, the disciples would not allow
him. 31 Then some of the officials of Asia, who
were his friends, sent to him pleading that he
would not venture into the theater. 32 Some
therefore cried one thing and some another, for
the assembly was confused, and most of them
did not know why they had come together.
33
And they drew Alexander out of the
multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And
Alexander motioned with his hand, and
wanted to make his defense to the people.
34
But when they found out that he was a Jew,
all with one voice cried out for about two
hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”
35

And when the city clerk had quieted the
crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what man is
there who does not know that the city of the
Ephesians is temple guardian of the great
goddess Diana, and of the image which fell
down from Zeus? 36 Therefore, since these
things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet
and do nothing rashly. 37 For you have brought
these men here who are neither robbers of
temples nor blasphemers of your[f] goddess.
38
Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow
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craftsmen have a case against anyone, the
courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let
them bring charges against one another. 39 But
if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall
be determined in the lawful assembly. 40 For
we are in danger of being called in question
for today’s uproar, there being no reason
which we may give to account for this
disorderly gathering.” 41 And when he had said
these things, he dismissed the assembly.

Acts 20 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Journeys in Greece
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the
disciples to himself, embraced them, and
departed to go to Macedonia. 2 Now when he
had gone over that region and encouraged
them with many words, he came to Greece
3
and stayed three months. And when the Jews
plotted against him as he was about to sail to
Syria, he decided to return through
Macedonia. 4 And Sopater of Berea
accompanied him to Asia—also Aristarchus
and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius
of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and
Trophimus of Asia. 5 These men, going ahead,
waited for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed away
from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened
Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas,
where we stayed seven days.

Ministering at Troas
7

Now on the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul,
ready to depart the next day, spoke to them
and continued his message until midnight.
8
There were many lamps in the upper room
where they[a] were gathered together. 9 And in
a window sat a certain young man named
Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep.
He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul
continued speaking, he fell down from the
third story and was taken up dead. 10 But Paul
went down, fell on him, and embracing him
said, “Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is
in him.” 11 Now when he had come up, had
broken bread and eaten, and talked a long
while, even till daybreak, he departed. 12 And
they brought the young man in alive, and they
were not a little comforted.

From Troas to Miletus
13

Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to
Assos, there intending to take Paul on board;
for so he had given orders, intending himself
to go on foot. 14 And when he met us at Assos,
we took him on board and came to Mitylene.
15
We sailed from there, and the next day came
opposite Chios. The following day we arrived
at Samos and stayed at Trogyllium. The next
day we came to Miletus. 16 For Paul had
decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would
not have to spend time in Asia; for he was
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the
Day of Pentecost.

The Ephesian Elders Exhorted
17

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called
for the elders of the church. 18 And when they
had come to him, he said to them: “You know,
from the first day that I came to Asia, in what
manner I always lived among you, 19 serving
the Lord with all humility, with many tears
and trials which happened to me by the
plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back
nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to
you, and taught you publicly and from house
to house, 21 testifying to Jews, and also to
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And see, now
I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that will happen to me
there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in
every city, saying that chains and tribulations
await me. 24 But none of these things move
me; nor do I count my life dear to myself,[b] so
that I may finish my race with joy, and the
ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus,
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
“And indeed, now I know that you all,
among whom I have gone preaching the
kingdom of God, will see my face no more.
26
Therefore I testify to you this day that I am
innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have
not shunned to declare to you the whole
counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God[c] which He
purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know
this, that after my departure savage wolves
will come in among you, not sparing the flock.
25
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30

Also from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch,
and remember that for three years I did not
cease to warn everyone night and day with
tears.
“So now, brethren, I commend you to God
and to the word of His grace, which is able to
build you up and give you an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have
coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.
34
Yes,[d] you yourselves know that these hands
have provided for my necessities, and for
those who were with me. 35 I have shown you
in every way, by laboring like this, that you
must support the weak. And remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to receive.’”
32

36

And when he had said these things, he knelt
down and prayed with them all. 37 Then they
all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and
kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of all for the
words which he spoke, that they would see his
face no more. And they accompanied him to
the ship.

brethren, and stayed with them one day. 8 On
the next day we who were Paul’s
companions[b] departed and came to Caesarea,
and entered the house of Philip the evangelist,
who was one of the seven, and stayed with
him. 9 Now this man had four virgin daughters
who prophesied. 10 And as we stayed many
days, a certain prophet named Agabus came
down from Judea. 11 When he had come to us,
he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and
feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who
owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands
of the Gentiles.’”
12

Now when we heard these things, both we
and those from that place pleaded with him not
to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered,
“What do you mean by weeping and breaking
my heart? For I am ready not only to be
bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus.”
14

So when he would not be persuaded, we
ceased, saying, “The will of the Lord be
done.”

Paul Urged to Make Peace

Acts 21 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Warnings on the Journey to Jerusalem
1 Now it came to pass, that when we had
departed from them and set sail, running a
straight course we came to Cos, the following
day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 2 And
finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we
went aboard and set sail. 3 When we had
sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, sailed
to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there the ship
was to unload her cargo. 4 And finding
disciples,[a] we stayed there seven days. They
told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to
Jerusalem. 5 When we had come to the end of
those days, we departed and went on our way;
and they all accompanied us, with wives and
children, till we were out of the city. And we
knelt down on the shore and prayed. 6 When
we had taken our leave of one another, we
boarded the ship, and they returned home.
7

And when we had finished our voyage from
Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted the

15

And after those days we packed and went up
to Jerusalem. 16 Also some of the disciples
from Caesarea went with us and brought with
them a certain Mnason of Cyprus, an early
disciple, with whom we were to lodge.
17

And when we had come to Jerusalem, the
brethren received us gladly. 18 On the
following day Paul went in with us to James,
and all the elders were present. 19 When he had
greeted them, he told in detail those things
which God had done among the Gentiles
through his ministry. 20 And when they heard
it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to
him, “You see, brother, how many myriads of
Jews there are who have believed, and they are
all zealous for the law; 21 but they have been
informed about you that you teach all the Jews
who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses,
saying that they ought not to circumcise their
children nor to walk according to the customs.
22
What then? The assembly must certainly
meet, for they will[c] hear that you have come.
23
Therefore do what we tell you: We have
four men who have taken a vow. 24 Take them
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and be purified with them, and pay their
expenses so that they may shave their heads,
and that all may know that those things of
which they were informed concerning you are
nothing, but that you yourself also walk
orderly and keep the law. 25 But concerning the
Gentiles who believe, we have written and
decided that they should observe no such
thing,[d] except that they should keep
themselves from things offered to idols, from
blood, from things strangled, and from sexual
immorality.”

because of the violence of the mob. 36 For the
multitude of the people followed after, crying
out, “Away with him!”

Addressing the Jerusalem Mob
37

Then as Paul was about to be led into the
barracks, he said to the commander, “May I
speak to you?”

Arrested in the Temple

He replied, “Can you speak Greek? 38 Are you
not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up
a rebellion and led the four thousand assassins
out into the wilderness?”

26

39

Then Paul took the men, and the next day,
having been purified with them, entered the
temple to announce the expiration of the days
of purification, at which time an offering
should be made for each one of them.

But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus, in
Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; and I
implore you, permit me to speak to the
people.”
40

27

Now when the seven days were almost
ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the
temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid
hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel,
help! This is the man who teaches all men
everywhere against the people, the law, and
this place; and furthermore he also brought
Greeks into the temple and has defiled this
holy place.” 29 (For they had previously[e] seen
Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city,
whom they supposed that Paul had brought
into the temple.)
30

And all the city was disturbed; and the
people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged
him out of the temple; and immediately the
doors were shut. 31 Now as they were seeking
to kill him, news came to the commander of
the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an
uproar. 32 He immediately took soldiers and
centurions, and ran down to them. And when
they saw the commander and the soldiers, they
stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the commander
came near and took him, and commanded him
to be bound with two chains; and he asked
who he was and what he had done. 34 And
some among the multitude cried one thing and
some another.
So when he could not ascertain the truth
because of the tumult, he commanded him to
be taken into the barracks. 35 When he reached
the stairs, he had to be carried by the soldiers

So when he had given him permission, Paul
stood on the stairs and motioned with his hand
to the people. And when there was a great
silence, he spoke to them in the Hebrew
language, saying,

Acts 22 New King James Version
(NKJV)
1 “Brethren and fathers, hear my defense
before you now.” 2 And when they heard that
he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they
kept all the more silent.
Then he said: 3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in
Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the
strictness of our fathers’ law, and was zealous
toward God as you all are today. 4 I persecuted
this Way to the death, binding and delivering
into prisons both men and women, 5 as also the
high priest bears me witness, and all the
council of the elders, from whom I also
received letters to the brethren, and went to
Damascus to bring in chains even those who
were there to Jerusalem to be punished.
“Now it happened, as I journeyed and came
near Damascus at about noon, suddenly a great
light from heaven shone around me. 7 And I
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’
8
So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And
6
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He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom
you are persecuting.’
“And those who were with me indeed saw
the light and were afraid,[a] but they did not
hear the voice of Him who spoke to me. 10 So I
said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord
said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus, and
there you will be told all things which are
appointed for you to do.’ 11 And since I could
not see for the glory of that light, being led by
the hand of those who were with me, I came
into Damascus.
9

“Then a certain Ananias, a devout man
according to the law, having a good testimony
with all the Jews who dwelt there, 13 came to
me; and he stood and said to me, ‘Brother
Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that same
hour I looked up at him. 14 Then he said, ‘The
God of our fathers has chosen you that you
should know His will, and see the Just One,
and hear the voice of His mouth. 15 For you
will be His witness to all men of what you
have seen and heard. 16 And now why are you
waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.’
12

“Now it happened, when I returned to
Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that
I was in a trance 18 and saw Him saying to me,
‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly,
for they will not receive your testimony
concerning Me.’ 19 So I said, ‘Lord, they know
that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat
those who believe on You. 20 And when the
blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also
was standing by consenting to his death,[b] and
guarding the clothes of those who were killing
him.’ 21 Then He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will
send you far from here to the Gentiles.’”
17

Paul’s Roman Citizenship
22

And they listened to him until this word, and
then they raised their voices and said, “Away
with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not
fit to live!” 23 Then, as they cried out and tore
off their clothes and threw dust into the air,
24
the commander ordered him to be brought
into the barracks, and said that he should be
examined under scourging, so that he might
know why they shouted so against him. 25 And

as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to
the centurion who stood by, “Is it lawful for
you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and
uncondemned?”
26

When the centurion heard that, he went and
told the commander, saying, “Take care what
you do, for this man is a Roman.”
27

Then the commander came and said to him,
“Tell me, are you a Roman?”
He said, “Yes.”
The commander answered, “With a large
sum I obtained this citizenship.”
28

And Paul said, “But I was born a citizen.”
29

Then immediately those who were about to
examine him withdrew from him; and the
commander was also afraid after he found out
that he was a Roman, and because he had
bound him.

The Sanhedrin Divided
30

The next day, because he wanted to know
for certain why he was accused by the Jews,
he released him from his bonds, and
commanded the chief priests and all their
council to appear, and brought Paul down and
set him before them.

Acts 23 New King James Version
(NKJV)
1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council,
said, “Men and brethren, I have lived in all
good conscience before God until this day.”
2
And the high priest Ananias commanded
those who stood by him to strike him on the
mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will
strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit
to judge me according to the law, and do you
command me to be struck contrary to the
law?”
And those who stood by said, “Do you revile
God’s high priest?”
4

Then Paul said, “I did not know, brethren,
that he was the high priest; for it is written,
5

154

‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your
people.’”[a]
6

But when Paul perceived that one part were
Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried
out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; concerning the
hope and resurrection of the dead I am being
judged!”

man to the commander, for he has something
to tell him.” 18 So he took him and brought him
to the commander and said, “Paul the prisoner
called me to him and asked me to bring this
young man to you. He has something to say to
you.”
19

Then the commander took him by the hand,
went aside, and asked privately, “What is it
that you have to tell me?”

7

And when he had said this, a dissension arose
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and
the assembly was divided. 8 For Sadducees say
that there is no resurrection—and no angel or
spirit; but the Pharisees confess both. 9 Then
there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of
the Pharisees’ party arose and protested,
saying, “We find no evil in this man; but if a
spirit or an angel has spoken to him, let us not
fight against God.”[b]

And he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask
that you bring Paul down to the council
tomorrow, as though they were going to
inquire more fully about him. 21 But do not
yield to them, for more than forty of them lie
in wait for him, men who have bound
themselves by an oath that they will neither eat
nor drink till they have killed him; and now
they are ready, waiting for the promise from
you.”
20

10

Now when there arose a great dissension,
the commander, fearing lest Paul might be
pulled to pieces by them, commanded the
soldiers to go down and take him by force
from among them, and bring him into the
barracks.

The Plot Against Paul
11

But the following night the Lord stood by
him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for as
you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you
must also bear witness at Rome.”

22

So the commander let the young man depart,
and commanded him, “Tell no one that you
have revealed these things to me.”

Sent to Felix
23

And he called for two centurions, saying,
“Prepare two hundred soldiers, seventy
horsemen, and two hundred spearmen to go to
Caesarea at the third hour of the night; 24 and
provide mounts to set Paul on, and bring him
safely to Felix the governor.” 25 He wrote a
letter in the following manner:

12

And when it was day, some of the Jews
banded together and bound themselves under
an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor
drink till they had killed Paul. 13 Now there
were more than forty who had formed this
conspiracy. 14 They came to the chief priests
and elders, and said, “We have bound
ourselves under a great oath that we will eat
nothing until we have killed Paul. 15 Now you,
therefore, together with the council, suggest to
the commander that he be brought down to
you tomorrow,[c] as though you were going to
make further inquiries concerning him; but we
are ready to kill him before he comes near.”
So when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their
ambush, he went and entered the barracks and
told Paul. 17 Then Paul called one of the
centurions to him and said, “Take this young
16

26

Claudius Lysias,

To the most excellent governor Felix:
Greetings.
27

This man was seized by the Jews and was
about to be killed by them. Coming with the
troops I rescued him, having learned that he
was a Roman. 28 And when I wanted to know
the reason they accused him, I brought him
before their council. 29 I found out that he was
accused concerning questions of their law, but
had nothing charged against him deserving of
death or chains. 30 And when it was told me
that the Jews lay in wait for the man,[d] I sent
him immediately to you, and also commanded
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his accusers to state before you the charges
against him.
Farewell.
31

Then the soldiers, as they were commanded,
took Paul and brought him by night to
Antipatris. 32 The next day they left the
horsemen to go on with him, and returned to
the barracks. 33 When they came to Caesarea
and had delivered the letter to the governor,
they also presented Paul to him. 34 And when
the governor had read it, he asked what
province he was from. And when he
understood that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said,
“I will hear you when your accusers also have
come.” And he commanded him to be kept in
Herod’s Praetorium.

Acts 26 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Paul’s Early Life
1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are
permitted to speak for yourself.”
So Paul stretched out his hand and answered
for himself: 2 “I think myself happy, King
Agrippa, because today I shall answer for
myself before you concerning all the things of
which I am accused by the Jews, 3 especially
because you are expert in all customs and
questions which have to do with the Jews.
Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently.
“My manner of life from my youth, which
was spent from the beginning among my own
nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. 5 They
knew me from the first, if they were willing to
testify, that according to the strictest sect of
our religion I lived a Pharisee. 6 And now I
stand and am judged for the hope of the
promise made by God to our fathers. 7 To this
promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving
God night and day, hope to attain. For this
hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by
the Jews. 8 Why should it be thought incredible
by you that God raises the dead?

received authority from the chief priests; and
when they were put to death, I cast my vote
against them. 11 And I punished them often in
every synagogue and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged
against them, I persecuted them even to
foreign cities.

Paul Recounts His Conversion
“While thus occupied, as I journeyed to
Damascus with authority and commission
from the chief priests, 13 at midday, O king,
along the road I saw a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, shining around me and
those who journeyed with me. 14 And when we
all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice
speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me? It is hard for you to kick against the
goads.’ 15 So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’
And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. 16 But rise and stand on your feet;
for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to
make you a minister and a witness both of the
things which you have seen and of the things
which I will yet reveal to you. 17 I will deliver
you from the Jewish people, as well as from
the Gentiles, to whom I now[a] send you, 18 to
open their eyes, in order to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and an inheritance among those who are
sanctified by faith in Me.’
12

Paul’s Post-Conversion Life

4

“Indeed, I myself thought I must do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and
many of the saints I shut up in prison, having
9

“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but
declared first to those in Damascus and in
Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they
should repent, turn to God, and do works
befitting repentance. 21 For these reasons the
Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill
me. 22 Therefore, having obtained help from
God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to
small and great, saying no other things than
those which the prophets and Moses said
would come— 23 that the Christ would suffer,
that He would be the first to rise from the
dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish
people and to the Gentiles.”
19
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Agrippa Parries Paul’s Challenge
24

Now as he thus made his defense, Festus
said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are beside
yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!”
But he said, “I am not mad, most noble
Festus, but speak the words of truth and
reason. 26 For the king, before whom I also
speak freely, knows these things; for I am
convinced that none of these things escapes
his attention, since this thing was not done in a
corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know that you do believe.”
25

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost
persuade me to become a Christian.”
28

And Paul said, “I would to God that not only
you, but also all who hear me today, might
become both almost and altogether such as I
am, except for these chains.”

were expecting that he would swell up or
suddenly fall down dead. But after they had
looked for a long time and saw no harm come
to him, they changed their minds and said that
he was a god.
7

In that region there was an estate of the
leading citizen of the island, whose name was
Publius, who received us and entertained us
courteously for three days. 8 And it happened
that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever
and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed,
and he laid his hands on him and healed him.
9
So when this was done, the rest of those on
the island who had diseases also came and
were healed. 10 They also honored us in many
ways; and when we departed, they provided
such things as were necessary.

29

30

When he had said these things, the king
stood up, as well as the governor and Bernice
and those who sat with them; 31 and when they
had gone aside, they talked among themselves,
saying, “This man is doing nothing deserving
of death or chains.”
Then Agrippa said to Festus, “This man
might have been set free if he had not
appealed to Caesar.”
32

Acts 28 New King James Version
(NKJV)
Paul’s Ministry on Malta
1 Now when they had escaped, they then
found out that the island was called Malta.
2
And the natives showed us unusual kindness;
for they kindled a fire and made us all
welcome, because of the rain that was falling
and because of the cold. 3 But when Paul had
gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on
the fire, a viper came out because of the heat,
and fastened on his hand. 4 So when the
natives saw the creature hanging from his
hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this
man is a murderer, whom, though he has
escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to
live.” 5 But he shook off the creature into the
fire and suffered no harm. 6 However, they

Arrival at Rome
11

After three months we sailed in an
Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the
Twin Brothers, which had wintered at the
island. 12 And landing at Syracuse, we stayed
three days. 13 From there we circled round and
reached Rhegium. And after one day the south
wind blew; and the next day we came to
Puteoli, 14 where we found brethren, and were
invited to stay with them seven days. And so
we went toward Rome. 15 And from there,
when the brethren heard about us, they came
to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three
Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God
and took courage.
16

Now when we came to Rome, the centurion
delivered the prisoners to the captain of the
guard; but Paul was permitted to dwell by
himself with the soldier who guarded him.

Paul’s Ministry at Rome
17

And it came to pass after three days that
Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. So
when they had come together, he said to them:
“Men and brethren, though I have done
nothing against our people or the customs of
our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner
from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans,
18
who, when they had examined me, wanted
to let me go, because there was no cause for
putting me to death. 19 But when the Jews[a]
spoke against it, I was compelled to appeal to
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21

Then they said to him, “We neither received
letters from Judea concerning you, nor have
any of the brethren who came reported or
spoken any evil of you. 22 But we desire to
hear from you what you think; for concerning
this sect, we know that it is spoken against
everywhere.”

‘Go to this people and say:
“Hearing you will hear, and shall not
understand;
And seeing you will see, and not perceive;
27
For the hearts of this people have grown
dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear
with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts
and turn,
So that I should heal them.”’[c]

23

28

Caesar, not that I had anything of which to
accuse my nation. 20 For this reason therefore I
have called for you, to see you and speak with
you, because for the hope of Israel I am bound
with this chain.”

So when they had appointed him a day,
many came to him at his lodging, to whom he
explained and solemnly testified of the
kingdom of God, persuading them concerning
Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the
Prophets, from morning till evening. 24 And
some were persuaded by the things which
were spoken, and some disbelieved. 25 So
when they did not agree among themselves,
they departed after Paul had said one word:
“The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah
the prophet to our[b] fathers, 26 saying,

“Therefore let it be known to you that the
salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles,
and they will hear it!” 29 And when he had said
these words, the Jews departed and had a great
dispute among themselves.[d]
30

Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own
rented house, and received all who came to
him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching the things which concern the Lord
Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one
forbidding him.
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APPENDIX 2: MAPS

Map of Palestine in the times of Abraham
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